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O blend inſtruction with entertainment, 
and by the power of imagination to 
allure mank ind to the practice of virtue, have 
always been eſteemed objects worthy the at- 
tention of the wiſeſt, and have always been 
favorite employments of the greateſt men in 
every nation. Wherever the buſineſs of edu- 
| cation hath been con ſidered with the attention 
ſo important an affair deſerves, it hath always 
been found, chat inſtruction conveyed under 
I the mark of fiction hath. met with the greateſt 
ſueceſs ; and of the ſeveral ſpecies, of com- 
poſition adapted to anſwer this purpoſe, 
ALLEGORIEs and Visions have held the 
firſt place in the opinion of thoſe who were 
beſt capable of judging their utility. 8 
It would be endleſs, and indeed unneceſ- 
ſary, to enumerate the ſentiments entertained 
by the greateſt and beſt writers concerning 
theſe compoſitions : bur the ſuffrage of Dr. 
Fordyce, from whoſe ſermons the firſt hint 
of this collection was taken, muſt not be 
omitted. As to works of imagination 


( ſays he) it is allowed on all hands, = 
| *© the 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


© the mind is diſpoſed to be peculiarly fond 
& of them, and ſurely, when blended with 
„ inſtruction, ſo as to be rendered more im- 
© mediately ſubſervient to it, they have a 
c particular claim to attention. In this. view 
„ we muſt not forget to recommend Fables, 
4 Viſions, Allegories, and ſuch like compo- 
e ſitions, where fancy ſports under the con- 
4e trouf of reaſon.“ No collection of this 
Kind having hitherto been offered to the 
-public, the Editor hopes the preſent will 
not be found improper to be recommended 
to the peruſal and ſtudy of youth, nor | ug- 
worthy the notice of thoſe who, ſuper intend 
their educatioeo . 
It contains a number of Allegories on the 
moſt important and intereſt ing ſubjects, ſe- 
lected from the beſt authors, which have been 
approved by thoſe of the moſt refined taſte 
and extenſive judgment, and, Which being 
now collected together? will, it is preſumed, 
be found to be calculated for the entertain- 
ment and inſtruction of youth of both ſexes. 
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* Tus TABLATURE or CEBE S. 
Being a Picture of Human Life. 


NI S we were walking in the temple of 


71: AXE ER Saturn, and beholding the ſeveral offer 
6 24 — ings that had been preſented to that deity, 
7 0 5 we obſerved at the entrance of the temple 
6 NN * a Tablature that engaged our attention, 
= as being intirely new both with regard to the draught 


and the deſign. Though we conſidered it very nar- 
rowly for ſome time, we till found ourſelves at a 
loſs to conceive its meaning, or from whence the artiſt 


2 had taken his lights, The piece could be properly 
46 ſaid to repreſent neither a city nor a camp. It ſeem- 
cn ed a kind. of incloſure, containing in its compaſs two 
56 leſſer ones; of which however, there was one larger 
5; chan the other: before the gate of the outer 
* incloſure, was repreſented a great concourſe of 


people, and on the inner ſide, a large company of 
Women. 


48 
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women. Juſt before the gate appeared the figure of 
an old man, who by his mein and poſture, feemed to 
give directions to thoſe who entered. We had ſome 
time continued in this uncertainty, with regard to 
the deſign of this work, when an old man who had 
heedfully obſerved us, addreſſed us in this manner ; 
« You muſt not be ſurprized, that you, who are 
«« ſtrangers in this country, cannot comprehend 
* this Tablsture; the greateſt part of our inhabit- 
„ ants. are, in this particular, equally ignorant as 
% yourſelves. This piece is not the preſent bf a 
< native. A certain ſtranger, a man of great learn» 
* ing and virtue, and a zealous difciple of Pytha- 
, goras and Parmenides, both in his principles and 
practice, coming formerly to this place, conſecrated 
** thistemple, and with it the Tablature before you, 
4. to Saturn.” I aſked our courteous old man, if | 
he had knownand.converſed with this wiſe ſtranger 2% WW 
«« was long. (replied, he) acquainted with him, and 
„have often admired- that profound judgment, 
which, notwithſtanding his youth, diſcovered it- | 
e ſelf in his conperſation, and I have often with | 
«« pleaſure heard him, diſcourſe upon the ſubject of 
* your enquiry, and explain the moral of the piece 
„ before you.” We- conjure (ſaid I) if ſome im- 
_ Portant buſineſs do not call you away, to ſatisfy our 
<urioſity on this head. 1 have leiſure (anſwered 
* he) and ſhall willingly conſent to your requeſt ; 
but it is firſt proper to warn you, that there is 
* ſome danger in what you alk.” Danger! of | 
What kind?! Becauſe (proceeded he) if you hearken 
« with attention, and by.that means ſhall underſtand 
* what I ſay to you, you will become wiſe and hap- 
i py; if otherwiſe, you will remain reſtleſs and un- 
% happy, and ve in perpetual miſery and ignorance, 
« The explanation of the Tablature before you, is 
& like the riddle propoſed by the ſphinx : whoever 
y 9 I, _ «« diſcovered 
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is juſtly impatient to hear you. 
Ve intreat then you would begin; and be aſſured the 
Important conſequences you have mentioned, will 
fully engage our moſt careful attention. 
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diſcovered the myſtery was ſafe, but thoſe who 
failed in their attempt wege deſtroyed by the 
monſters, The caſe here is much the ſame ; for 
Folly is theſphinx of mankind. She darkly points 
out to us what is good, what is ill, and what is 
indifferent in life. She does not indeed, like her, 
immediately diſpatch thoſe who underſtand her 
not, but ſlowly poiſons their condition, like thoſe 
who are given up to puniſhment for life. But by 
a narrow examination, when we come to under- 


ſtand things aright, Folly diſappears, and the re- 


mainder of life is bleſt with happineſs and ſere- 
nity. Give good attention therefore to what I 
ſhall ſay, as to a matter which we are all nearly 
concerned in.“ If the caſe be thus, you have made 
« It is juſt ſo.” 


Hereupon lifting up his ſtaff, and pointing to 


Wc Tablature, You ſee (ſaid he) this great incloſure?” 
We do. 


*« You mult then in the firſt place ſuppoſe 
this to repreſent human life, and the multitude at 
ihe gate, thoſe whoare daily entering into the world. 
That old. perſon you ſee elevated near the gate, 
holding in one hand fl paper, and with the other 
extended as giving out directions, is called the 
Genius of mankind. He is placed there to give 
inſtructions to all who enter into life, what they 


* muſt do, and point out to them the path they 


ought to take, in order to arrive at true happineſs. 


Which is the way (ſaid I) and how do they find it? 


$4 


You ſee near the gate a painted woman ſeated on 
a throne, of a ſpecious aſpect, who holds a cup 
in her hand.” I ſee; but who is ſhe? She is 
called Impoſture, becauſe ſhe ſeduces all men.“ 


After what manner? “ All who enter into life are 


B 2 ** obliged 


7 
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6+. obliged to taſte of that cup.” What liquor does 


it contain? © It is a mixture of error and ignorance.” 


What follows upon their taking this potion ? ** They 


then enter into life.” Are none excepted from 
this draught ?. None (ſaid he) but ſome drink more 
and ſome leſs. You ſee likewiſe within the pate, 
* ſeveral women differently apparelled ?” We do: 
% Theſe (reſumed he) are called the Opinions, De- 
0 ſires, and Pleaſures. The crowd you ſee, upon 
e their entrance, are ſeverally met and embraced by 
_< theſe women, and at length led away by them.” 
Whither do they carry them? “ Some to ſafety and 
% ſome to deſtruction, in proportion to what they 
** have drunk out of the cup of Impoſture.” How 
dangerous, O wile old man! is the draught you ſpeak 


of ! „ Theſe women (reſumed he) all promiſe their 
, votaries the greateſt of bleſſings, and the enjoyment 
<« of a life of eaſe and happineſs, with which they 
*, ſeem well ſatisfied. The mixture of error and 


„ ignoratice they have received from Impoſture, 


n 


** blinds their underſtandings, hinders them from 


<< finding the true way of life, and makes them fol- 1 
% low theſe women as you ſee. Do ye not ſee how 


„ thoſe who have entered firſt, wander about at 


* their direction?“ We do (ſaid 1) but who is that | 


woman placed on a globe, who ſeems both blind and 
diltrafted ? “They call her Fortune (replied he). 
« She is not only blind, but deaf and ſenſeleſs.” 


* 
» »Þ Een tots 


What is her employment? < She turns herſelf in- | | 
«* ceſſantly about on all Gdes, ſnatching from ſome i 


« their poſſeſſions, to beſtow them upon others, 
« whom ſhe again deprives of them, to gratify new 
«© favourites without certainty or choice. Her at- 


« titude properly marks her character.“ How ſo ? Wl 


Her being placed on a globe, ſignifies that her 


gifts are inconſtant, and of no true value, and 
45 That avant who truſt to, or depend upon her ſpe- 
© Cclous 


% 


Th 


* 
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* cious promiſes, are expoſed to the greateſt cala- 
© mities and misfortunes.” What is the meaning 
of that great crowd that ſurround her; who are they, 
and what do they wait for there ? © They are called 
© the Inconſiderate, and ſtand there to catch What 
&* ſhe blindly ſcatters amongſt them.” What occa- 
ſions ſuch a remarkable difference in their looks, ſome 
ſeeming to rejoice and others to lament, exceſſively? 
* Thoſe who rejoice (returned he) are ſuch who 
© have received favours from her, and with thele 
* ſhe is the goddeſs of Good - fortune: thoſe on the 
* contrary, whom you ſee weeping and wringim 
te their hands, are ſuch whom ſhe has deprived of 
her gifts, and with theſe ſhe is ſtiled the goddeſs 
of IIl- fortune.“ What (replied I) can thoſe be- 

| nefits be, the poſſeſſion of which cauſes ſuch great 
joy, and the loſs of which is attended with ſuch ex- 


if travagant grief? „* They are thoſe things which 
men commonly call good.” What are thele ? 


& © Riches, Glory, Nobility, a numerous Poſterity, 
«© Power, Honour, and ſuch like.“ And are not 
theſe real advantages? “ Of that (replied our in- 
* ſtrutor) we ſhall ſpeak hereafter more fully, let 
tus at preſent continue the explication of our Ta- 
% blature.” Content. 
* You ſee (proceeded he) beyond this firſt gate, 
* a higher incloſure, on the outer ſide of which ſtand 
* ſeveral women wantonly dreſſed ?” Very plainly. 
* Theſe are Incontinence, Luxury, Covetouſncſs, and 
% Flattery,” What is their buſineſs in that place? 
* You ſee how narrowly they watck thoſe whohave 
* been favoured by Fortune.” For what end?! They 
* rejoice with them, and congratulate them on their 
ſncceſs; they careſs and endeavour to ingratiate 
e themſelves with them, and invite their ſtay by the 
promiſe of a ſoft and indolent life, free from care 
andtrouble: if any one is thus inticed by them to the 
| B 3 love 
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*: love of pleaſure, this courſe of life appears for 
* a time (while a man is under the deluſion) to be 
. «« delightful ; but this happineſs is merely imaginary, 
*« For, when once he begins to reflect, he finds, that 
all the pleaſures he has taſted are falſe, that the 
*« evils that attended them are real, and that he 
* has been miſerably deceived and abuſed ; when 
«he has, in this courſe, waſted all the remains 
of his good fortune, he is forced to enter him- iſ 
«« ſelf in the ſervice of theſe miſtreſſes, to ſuffer if 
* a thouſand inconveniencies, to ſubmit to the 
% baſeſt Navery, and on their account to com- 
% mit the vileſt and baſeſt actions, ſuch as deceit, 
„ facrilege, perjury, treachery, and theft, till, fail. 
ing of any ſupport from theſe, he is delivered | 
* over into the hands of Puniſhment.” Who is ſhe ? 
«© You fee (proceeded he) a little farther beyond 
« thoſe women, a kind of low gate, opening into 
« a confuſed obſcure hole, in which are repreſented 
'©: ſeveral women covered with rags and filthineſs.” 
We ſee it. The firſt, with a whip in her hand, is 
« called Puniſhment ; ſhe who fits next, with her 
, head reclining on her knees, is called Sadneſs; | 
that woman tearing her hair is Trouble.” But 

that frightful lean man ſtanding naked by them, 
who looks ſo meagre and ghaſtly, and that woman 
with him, who. reſembles him ſo much, who are | 
they? The man is called Sorrow, and his ſiſter 
% by him is Deſpair. Into the hands of theſe exe- 
* cutioners, is our unhappy man delivered over, 
% and leads with them a wretched life, full of pain 
% and anguiſh. From hence he is again conveyed 
to another priſon, which is the dwelling of Miſery, 
* where he is condemned to paſs the remainder of 
1% his life, unleſs Repentance comes to his relief.“ 


But how if Repentance interpoſcs ? ? « Ye is by her 
& reſcued 


þ 
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* from theſe evils, and receives from her a new 
« view of things, and a new opinion, "tending to 
1 True Learning, but which at the fame time may 
« lead him to Falſe Learning.” What is the con- 
ſequence of this ? “If he be ſo happy as to receive 
W © the firſt, he is at once delivered from all his pre- 
W * jndices and errors, and paſſes the reſt of his days 
in tranquillity and peace; if otherwiſe he is again 
© deceived by Falſe Learning.“ His cafe is very ha- 
zardous: but who is this Falſe Learning? 
« You ſee that ſecond incloſure?” Jes. Ar 
„ the entrance of it, you may obſerve a woman 
« neatly dreſſed; and of a good appearance. The 
% vulgar, and thoſe, who take up with the ſhow of 
&« of things, call her Learning; but this is a miſtake; 
* ſhe is Falſe Learning. Even thoſe happy travel- 
lers, who ſucceed in their purſuit of True Learn- 
« ing, are commonly detained: ſome time by her.” 
Is there no other way 'to arrive at True Learn- 
„ing? There is.” But who are thoſe perſons 
walking up and down in this court? © They are 
* (faid he) the admirers of Falfe Learning, who 
% being deceived by appearances, fondly imagine 
te they have reached the true. Who are theſe ? 
They are ſome of them poets, others orators, 
* logicians, muſicians, arithmeticians, geometrici- 
* ans, aſtrolopers, and critics, with others of the 
© like profeſſions.” But who are thoſe women, fo 
buſy, on every ſide addreſſing themſelves to this 
company? Are they not the ſame you ſhewed us at 
firſt, amongſt whom were Incontinence with her 
companions? Do they come here alſo? * Yes 
* (faid he) but leſs frequently than into the firſt in- 
* cloſure.” Do the Opinidts alſd enter here? 
„Ves, the early potion, received from Impoſtüre, 
* ſtill operates; Ignorance finds à place bete; 
and, if you can believe me, Extravagince ind 
| | B 4 , = Fol'y 
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40 Folly are not excluded. They remain under the 
power of theſe, till having left Falſe Learning, 
they enter upon the path that leads them to True 
Learning, from whom they receive that ſovereign 
„ remedy, which frees them from the ill- effects 
that Error adq Ignorance. produce. But while 
« they ſtay with Falſe Learning, they are never 
* truly free, nor can they by her aſſiſtance deliver 
<< themſelves from any. of the evils we- ſpeak of.” 
Proceed, we pray you (faid I) and ſhew us this hap- 
py way that leads to True Learning. 

*© You. behold (proceeded our venerable in- 
, ſtructor) that <7 Doo ground before you, that ap- 
% pets deſert and uninhabited.” We do. You 
{© obſerye then upon it a little gate, that opens on 
* a narrow and unfrequented path, that appears 
« very. broken and impracticable. Y ou ſce like- 
** wiſe near it a ſpacious ground, ſteep like a pre- 
« cipice.” I ſee it. This is the road to True 
Learning.“ This road appears very difficult in. 
deed, .* You ſee then a little above it, a high and 
« craggy rock, on whoſe ſide. appear two comely 
4 healthy. women, who ſeem chearfully to ſtretch 
out their hands.“ I ſee them plainly; but who 
are they? One of them is called Temperance, 
the other Patience; they are ſiſters,” But why 
do they extend their hands ſo: To encourage all 
„ thoſe Who paſs this way, and exhort them not to 
be diſcouraged, by aſſuring them, that theſe hard- 
« \ ſhips will not be of long continuance, that they 
4 will leſſen by degrees, and the. paſſage grow mare 
2 " ealy : and agreeable.” But what method do they 
take, when they come to the foot of this rock; for 
1 ſee, no way tojaſcend jt ? ** Thoſe, friendly liſters 
give them their aſſiſtance and help, till they reach 
che top; where, 1 on their arrival, they allow 


2 them a ſhort time * 5 themſelves, and then 
8 ˖ jinſpire 
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© inſpire them with new vigour,. by promiſing to 
« conduct them ſafely to True Learning, by ſhew- 


« ing them the eaſineſs and pleaſantneſs of the way 


© they are now to enter upon, and, ho free it is 
«*« from all manner of hazard and inconveniency, as 
„ you may ſee.” So indeed it appears to be. 
„Do you ſee (continued He) near that diſlant 
* wood, a certain beautiful place, like a delightful 
* meadow, on which there ſeems to fall a ſtrong 
« light?“ Very diſtinctly. “ In this you fee a 
« gate that opens into another incloſure.” True; 
what place is it? © This is the abode, of the 
t bleſſed ; here the Virtues dwell. with Happineſs.” 


How lovely the place appears! You ſee near the 


* gate (reſumed he) a handſome.woman of a com- 
* poſed aſpect, who appears middle-aged, her habit 
« plain, without affectation or-- ornaments, She 
“ ſtands not on a globe, but on a ſquare pedeſtal, 
There ſtand by her two virgins, who appear to be 
„ her daughters.” They do indeed reſemble her 
very much. * She in the middle is True Learn- 
ing, the others are Truth and Perſuaſion. The 
* mother is placed on a ſquare, to ſignify the cer- 
« tainty and ſafety of the way that leads to her, 
and the unalterable and permanant nature both of 
the bleſſings ſhe beſtows, and their happs effects.“ 
What are thoſe bleſſings ?. “ They are courage and 
« and ſerenity.” What is their nature? Such 
as renders the poſſeſſors undiſturbed. by any of 
« the accidents and calamities of life, ſince no real 
evil can befal thoſe who enjoy them.” What 
valuable gifts are theſe ! but why. is True Learning 
placed without the incloſure ? That ſhe may pre- 
** ſent thoſe who approach her with her purifying 
« remedy ; and thus reſtoring them to - themſelves, 
in that ſtate, introduce them to the Virtues.” 
How is this, for I do not well comprehend your 

1 meaning? 


Ee 
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meaning ? But you ſhall preſently (reſumed our 
«- inftructor). The caſe here is like that of a man 
„ under a violent difeaſe, who is brought to the 
* phyſician, who firſt- finds out and removes the 
„ caniſe of his diſorder, and then by degrees reſtores 
© him to his health and ſtrength. But if the pa- 
e tient ſhould diſregard his advice, he would de- 
* ſervedly periſh.” Now I underſtand you, © Juſt 
„ fo (faid he) when a man comes to True Learning; 


„ ſhe adminiſters .to him this .ſovereign medicine, 


„ which purges him of all evils he brought alon 
e with him.” What are thoſe? © In the ft 
% plage, the ignorance and error he drank with 
„ Impoſture, together with pride, luſt, anger, ava- 
s rice, and all the other vices he contracted in the 


* firft incloſure.” When they are thus cleanſed, - 


where are they ſent? © To Happineſs and the Vir- 
% tunes.” Who are they? ; 

* You fee (proceeded he) within that gate, 
« a little ſociety of matrons, whe appear moſt 
beautiful and modeſt, who have nothing of that 
© paint and affectation you obſerved in the other 
% women.” We do; but how are they called? 
“ The firſt (faid he) is called Science, the reſt are 
her ſiſters, Fortitude, Juſtice, Integrity, Tem- 
« perafice, Modeſty, Liberality, Continence, Cle- 
„ mency, and Patience.“ How charming is this 
company! and how great encouragement do you 
give us! © Provided (faid he) you underſtand what 
«« you hear, and reſolve to praQtiſe it.” This is 
our intention. Thus you will be happy.” But 


when a man is in this agreeable ſociety, where do | 


they lead him? © To their mother Happineſs.” 


Who is ſhe ? © See you not (reſumed the good old | 


. man) the way that leads to that eminence, which 
« js the higheſt point of all the incloſures. Near 
it there fits a comely matron in her bloom, well 

« dreſled, 
* 
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et Areſſed without art, and crowned after a very bean- 
« tiful manner. She is elevated on a kind of throne.” 
We obſerve her. This majeſtic perſon is Hap- 
« pineſs. After what manner does ſhe treat thoſe 
who are brought to her? She rewards them with 
© crowns, ſuch as are beſtowed on thoſe who are 
* conquerors in any great enterprize.” In what 
confſicts (ſaid I) have theſe perſons been victo- 


rious ? © In dangerous ones (purſued he) and have 
* triumphed over formidable monſters, ; who, would 
*© have deſtroyed. them; theſe they have now ſub- 


« dued, ſo as to make them obedient; ho before 
% tyrannized over them.“ Pray inform us what 
monſters are theſe ? ** They are, in the firſt place, Ig- 
* norance and Error. Are not theſe monſters ?” 
Yes, without doubt (ſaid I) and very dangerous ones 
too. Thoſe that follow are no leſs ſo, ſuch as 
© Grief, Vexation, Avarice, and the other vices 


with Intemperance. Theſe are in their turn ſub- 


* ued, and loſe all their former power. O glo- 
rious conqueſt! but pray tell us what is the virtue of 
that crown they receive from Happineſs? The 
virtue of it, O young man! (ſaid he) is very great. 
© Whoever wears it, is perfectly bleſſed, and free 
from all evil. He derives his happineſs from no 
* external object, but from himſelf alone.“ O ex- 
alted victory! but when they are thus crowned, 
whither do they go? © They are carried by the 
« Virtues to that place from whence they came, 
*« Who there ſhew them the crowd they have left, 
* and how badly and milerably they paſs their 1ime, 
and wander up and down in error and ignorance, 
«or led away by different paſſions; by Pride, Incon- 
** tinence, Avarice, Vanity, and the other vices : by 
„ theſe they are bound, ſo that they cannot free 
themſelves, nor find the way to True Learning, 
but are tormented with endleſs anxiety. Thie hap- 
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1 pens to them, by neglect and forgetfulnels of theſe 
good counſels they received from. the Genius, at 
their entrance into life,” What you-fay appears 
Highly reaſonable (ſaid I) but there is one thing you 
Have not yet explained, why the Virtues thus ſhew 
them the place they came from? The reaſon (anſwer- 


ed our inſtructor) is becauſe as they paſs through 


life, they have no true knowledge of the ſcene. 
They cannot diſtinctly ſee what is done amidſt the 
_ '*/eonfuſion of things that ſurround them. The 
e miſts oß ighorance and error obſcure the proſpect. 
they often confound good and evil, and by that 
1, means are frequently ſubject to miſtakes. Now 
thats they have attained to True Learning, they 
4 fee things in a new light. The miſery of a con- 
' e**trary courſe ſtrikes them more ſtrongly, and ſets 
% their preſent happineſs in the cleareſt! view.“ 
When they haye ſeen theſe things, where do they 
go next ? Wherever they pleaſe (ſaid he) it is the 
-« fame thing. They carry their happineſs in their 
% own breaſts: They are always ſafe; as if they 
% were in the Corycian cave. Their integrity is 
their perpetual ſecurity and defence. They are 

beloved and eſteemed by all, as good phyſicians 
% are by the ſick.” Have they nothing to fear from 
thoſe female monſters you juſt now ſpoke of ? No- 
„thing, (anſwered he). Grief, Trouble, Luft, 

* Avarice,'or Poverty, have no power to hurt them 
* **.:they are ſuperior to all thoſe paſſions, which be- 
fore had the government of them; like thoſe who 
carry about them a ſovereign counter poiſon, they 
can walk unhurt through theſe dangerous ſerpents, 
e the venom of which they ſee fatal to many round 
„ them. You' ſpeak well: but who are theſe per- 

ſons deſcending” the hill, ſome of them crowned, 
Who appear very joyful, and others without crowns, 
who ſeem forlorn and deſperate under the command 
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certain women ? , Thoſe that are crowned, 


-({aid he) are ſuch, who by. finding the way to 


True Learning are arrived, at happineſs, and are 


conſequently pleaſed with their, ſucceſs :; thoſe 
who want crowns, are ſuch; who by their folly 
have neglected to ſeek the way to True Learn- 
ing; or elſe, having found it, have ſtopt at the 
narrow and rough aſcent we ſpoke of, and by 
looking for an eaſier path, have quite loſt. the 
road. But Who are thoſe women, that follow 


1 mem? They are (replied he) Care, Trouble, Deſ- 


pair, Ignominy, .and Ignorance,” If it be ſo, they 


Ware very wretehed;.. They are ſo indeed (pro- 


ceeded he). When driven, by thoſe tormentors, 
they return into the firſt incloſure, to Luxury 
and Iucontinence: the wonder is, that they do 
not accuſe themſelves as the authors of theix.own 
ruin, but unjuſtly. revile True Learning, and its 
followers, as if they were, unfortunate aud de- 
luded men, who purſued a ſhadow of happineſs, 
while they themfslves, as they alledge, poſſeſs in 
riot and luxury the true pleaſures of life. For 
like the brute-creation, they place their whole 
ſatisfaCtion in the gratification of their ſenſual ap- 
petites.” But who are thoſe other women who 


return ſo full of gaiety and mirth ? “ They are the 


Opinions (ſaid he) who having conducted the 
virtuous to True Learning are coming back to 
invite and carry others thither in their turn, by 
ſhewing them the ſucceſs and felicity of thoſe 
who have gone before them.” Do theſe never 


go in amongſt the Virtues ? _ © No (anſwered he) 


becauſe Opinion can never reach to Science, They 

only deliver them into the hands of True Learn- 

ing, and then return to bring others, like ſhips 

that diſcharge their lading, in order to fetch a 

new cargo.” You have fully. ſatisfied us in 
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your explanation: but you have not yet told us 
what the 
_ Iife ? « Hedids'them (replied he) be of good cheer : 
this I alfo recommend to you, as 1 ſhall more 
particularly explain it, without omitting any thing 
that may make you fully underſtand me. 
Stretching out again his arm, obſerve (con- 
*« tinned he) that blind woman ſtanding on a globe, 


* 


1 
4 


% who, as I told yon before, was called Fortune.“ 7 


We fee, © The Genius forbids us to truſt her, to 
Bis place any certainty or happineſs in her favours, 
or regard what ſhe gives us as properly our own, | 
„ ſince we have no ſecurity againſt het taking them 
from us to beſtow them upon others, a thing ſhe 

** frequently practiſes. For this reaſon he warns us, W 


not too highly to indulge ourſelves in her gifts, f 


nor too deeply to be caſt down with the loſs of 
b. nn neither to eſteem or deſpiſe her too much, 
«« ſince ſhe acts from no juſt principle, but does all 
things inconſiderately and raſhly. He would not Wi 


have us be ſurprized at her conduct, or imitate Wi 
« theſe miſerable uſurers, who, when money is in- 
«truſted in their hands, rejoice as if they received MW 


e it for their own uſe, but when it is re-demanded, 


«pay it back with unwillingneſs, forgetting that 


* the condition of their receiving it, was that it 


* ſhould be retnrned' to the proprietor without 


trouble or delay. In this light would the Genius 


« have us to conſider the advantages of Fortune; 
„ and to remember it is her characteriſtic to take 


phat ſhe gives, to return it back perhaps in- 


, creaſed, and ſoon after not only deprive us of all 
* the has given, but even of what we were poſſeſſed} 


of before. He bids us therefore receive what ſhe 
. beſtows, and employ it immediately in ſome va- 
& Jnable and real purchaſe.” What is that? “ Such 

« an one as True Learning will afford them, if 
7 « they 
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nius ptelcribes to thoſe who enter into 
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they can attain it,” What will they receive from 
er: © True Science (ſaid he) the moſt, laſting and 
precious poſſeſſion. Upon this account the Genius 
directs us to apply ourſelves immediately to gain 
© this important acquiſition. He adviſes us to paſs 
* through the firſt incloſure, without hearkening to 
the ſolicitations of thoſe looſe women Tnconti- 
nence and Luxury, who by their inſinuating flat- 
W** teries, are ſo ready to ſeduce us from the right 
way. He bids us reject their temptations, and 
go on tg Falſe Learning. With her he would 
= have us make a ſhort ſtay, to hear what ſhe pro- 
poſes that may be of ſervice to us in our journey, 
and then proceed forward to True Learning. 
We Theſe are the commands of the Genius. Who- 
ever miſapprehends or neglects them, becomes 
ignorant and evil, and in the end wretched. This, 
way friends, is the explication of the Tablature 
BP before you. If you have any doubts remaining, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy you, for at preſent I 
am fully at leiſure. s 
I thanked our good old man, with whoſe nar- 
ration we were all pleaſed very much; but (faid I) 
pray inform us what it is the Genius would 
have us get by our ſtay with Falſe Learning? 
Some things (ſaid he) that may be of uſe to us.” 
What are they? The languages (anſwered he) 
* and thoſe other parts of educatiot which Plato 
* ſomewhere recommends to youth, to keep them 
* from being worſe employed, and reſtrain them 
from the love of pleaſure.” But tell us, are 
theſe things neceſſary to guide us to True Learn- 
ing? © Not abſolutely ſo (ſaid he) they are indeed 
convenient, but they contribute nothing of them- 
* ſelves to true happineſs. They are of no ſigni- 
“ ficance to make men better than before. A man 
may become wiſe without their aſſiſtance; and 
« yet | 
= « 
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yet they are far from being. uſeleſs : for thopgh 
1 we may underſtand any language by the help of 
* an interpreter, yet it would be more convenient 
% to, us, it we ourſelves were maſters of the lau- 
« guage, Thus you ſee we do not indiſpealiblyl 
« need the aſſiſtance of theſe arts in our purſuit of i 
« True Learning.” The learned then, as they are 
commonly called, are in no better a condition thank 
other men. Certainly (continued he) hey are not. 
Do not you ſee them equally with others, differ 
4 in their ſentiments of good and evil, and given ' 
« up to their ſeveral paſſions? For nothing hinders if 
* but that men may be well verſed in theſe arts, and iſ 
« yetabandoned to drunkenneſs, intemperance, co- 1 
« vetouſneſs, injuſtice, folly, and treachery.” It is 
very true, there are many ſuch. If ſo (faid he) 
% what advantage does this ima inary learning give TR 
e them over others, or what uns is it to them for 
+ « the amendment of their lives?“ Of very little, 5M 
things are ſo: but what is the reaſon they are placed Wi 
in the ſecond incloſure ſo near to True Learning ? 
Their ſituation is of very little benefit to them, 
« ſince they often ſee others paſs frgm amongſt the 
„ Vices in the firſt incloſure, to rue Learning, 
« leaving the followers of the Arts behind. After this „ 
.« you cannot ſay this learning of theirs is of great 
& ſervice to them. Either then they are more in- 
% dolent or more intractable than other men.” How 
comes that to be? Becauſe (replied he) theſe per- 
„ ſons in the ſecond incloſure, who are ſo taken up 
% with Falſe Learning, are unhappy in this, that 
„ they have a fond opinion of their own miſtakes. 
They imagine themſelves in the poſſeſſion of True 
„Learning; and, while they think ſo, it is no won- 
1 der they reſt contented with what, they have, 
* Beſides, you ſee the Opinions come in here from 
I 1980 ficſt incloſure. Therefore they are no way 


better 
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h * better than other, men, unleſs.they are relieved by 
i WF Repentance, who convinces them of their error, 
i SF and ſhews them how they have miſtaken the Falſe 
Learning from the True: and for you, my friends, 
J unleſs you are long converſant about theſe things, 
and by that means fix them in your eſteem, and 
cy reduce them into practice, you will receive but 
n 


WF little advantage from what you have heard.“ We 
all carefully (ſaid I) follow your good advice; but 
ray inform us farther, why you do not account 
ole things as good in themſelves, which we re- 
eiee from Fortune. Are not life, health, riches, 
El ory, poſterity, victory, and ſuch like real advgn- 
ges, and is not the want or. loſs of thoſe to be 
onſidered as evil? This to us ſeems a paradox, + 
| Proceed then (reſumed our old man) and 
tet us examine this matter more narrowly, and 
== anſwer me the queſtions I ſhall propoſe to you.” 
= hall. Is life then a bleſſing to an ill man?“ No 
if ertainly; it is rather an evil. How. then can life 
itſelf be a bleſſing, when to ſuch a man it-is 
really an evil.“ It is a bleſſing to the good, 
ad a misfortune to the bad. « So you think life 
is at the ſame time both a good and an evil?“ 
es. % Beware (replied he) of ſuch an abſurdity, 
It is impoſſible. the ſame thing can be good and ill 
at the ſame time. If ſo, it might allo be in itſelf 
©. at the ſame time uſeful and hurtful, deſirable and 
* hateful, which is a manifeſt contradiction.“ It is 
do. But if he Who lives ill is unhappy, is not life 
an evil to him? © But to live and live ill are not the 
* ſame thing. Do you not think there is a wide 
* difference?“ There ſeems to be ſo. To live 
* then, in itſelf is no evil; for if it were, it would 
ebe allo an evil to the good, who enjoy an equal 
e ſhare of it. Since then life is a privilege common - 
* to all men, it follows, that it is in itſelf neither 
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d good nor evil: much like thoſe operations in 
e chirurgery, which are of great uſe to the ſick, 


« but would be very pernicious to perſons in good fl 


<« health. Juſt ſo we muſt conſider life; but let us 
ce go on. Tell me which would yon chufe, a vi- 


e tious life, or an honeſt and generous death?“ 


The latter certainly.“ Therefore death is in it- 
«elf no evil, ſince it is frequemly preferable to life 


e "itfelf ?” So it appears. It is the ſame caſe 
* with reſpect to ſickneſs” and health, ſince there 
& are many caſes, wherein the former is more be- 
ce neficial to us than the latter.” So I think, “Let 
eus proceed, and conſider riches in the ſame view: 
** or rather let us ſee how many who poſſeſs them 
te lead wicked and miſerable lives.” There are 
proots enough of this. Their riches then are 
of no uſe to promote their happineſs ?” They WM 


ft 


ſeem not. 4 Goodneſs therefore flows from learn 


& ing, not from tiches * 80 it appears. How WW 
xc 


then can riches be good in themſelves, ſince they . 


* can neither make'thelr poſſeſſors better or happier Ml 
„ 'Therefore they are 


« men?” They cantot. 
ce evil to thoſe who knew not how to make a right 


„ uſe of them.” 80 1 think. © How can that 
«< therefore be accounted in itſelf good, that is of 


ee ho fer vice to the owner ?” Not at all. “ If 
ee therefore any make a good and right uſe of their 
ce riches, they will live well, if not, they will live 
& miſetably.“ What you ſay appeats very juſt. 
„ To conclude then, the miſchief lies in our too 
« highly eſteeming them as really good, or too 
* meanly deſpiſing them as really evil, whereas in 


ce thetnſelves they are neither good nor evil. Men | 


ce are apt to place too extravagant a value on them, 
.* and imagine them the means of procuring all 
<« manner of happineſs, and on this account ſtop 
5 at nothing, though never ſo wicked, to acquire 
them. 
ex | 
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« them. This they do, becauſe they are ignora 
« of the true good. | 

« They conſider not (continued our venerable 
e inſtructor) that evil can never produce good, or 
« good be the cauſe of evil. Thus you often ſee 
„e great wealth amaſſed together by the vileſt and 
« worſt actions, ſuch as lying, fraud, theft, facri- 
ce lege, and ſuch like crimes, which proceeds from 
«© rhe molt vicious diſpofittbns. Now if good can 
© never be the produce of evil, we can never call 
« riches that are acquired in ſuch a manner, good.” 
This is fully made out. To proceed then (faid 
© he) as by wicked actions we ſhall never purchaſe ' 
* -juſtice, wiſdom, or any other virtue; ſo neither 
* by a courſe of worthy actions can we ever become 
e vicious. Theſe things gre incompatible. You 

often fee the moſt unjuſt and wicked men pqſſeſt 
of power, riches, victory, fame, and thoſe other, 
“ imaginary bleſſings of life. From hence you 

may conclude, that theſe things are neither good 
& nor evil; and that as wiſdem and virtue are the 
* only true bleſſings, ſo ignorance and vice are the 
« only real evils of lite.” You have fully proved 
this argument to our intire ſatisfaction, and we ſhall 
now no longer be deceived by the appearances of 
things. You ſee (added he) that all theſe things 
in themſggyes are neither good nor evil, as I before 
* told you, They reſemble ſleep and exerciſe, and 
* the other natural motions of the body, which 
** agree in common to all men. The things that 
properly diſtinguiſh and belong to us are virtue 
and vice, The latter is always the characteriſtic 
* of ignorance, and the former of wiſdom. Two 
** contrary diſpoſitions can never *unite to form a 
** conliſtent character, as a man can never be igno- 
rant and wile, aſleep and awake, at the ſame time.“ 
All theſe you have made very evident to us (ſaid I) 


nd 
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and we have been very Plealing!y entertained. © All 


„ thoſe things flow from one principle (added 
„ he) a principle truly divine!“ What do you 
mean by that expreſſion (ſaid I)? © Life and death 
„ (replied he) health and ſickneſs, riches and po- 
"3.4 verty, and thoſe things we have been ſpeaking of, 
„are in their nature neither good nor evil, buy 
happen indifferently to all men.” We plainly ſee 
(faid I) this is a neceflary conſequence from what 
you have been ſaying ; yet, methinks, I am not yet 
fully confirmed in this opinion. This (concluded 
he) is becauſe you are not yet thoroughly accuſtom- 
* ed to think on this ſubject. For this reaſon, I 


--— 


- «: earneſtly.conjure you, that you will follow theſe 


© precepts through your whole lite, and by fixing 


I them in, your minds, and by frequent practice, 


* reduce them into habits. If you ſhould yet have 
any doubts.about what I have told you, return to 
me, and I, will endeavour. to remove them, and 
«confirm you in the truth of what [ have. now 
6 Ons.” „ | | 
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The ie of THEODOR E, the HERMIT 
| of an ae in 1 ** 


oN of Peer, e e art, whoſe 
"curioſity bas led thee hither, read and be wiſe. 
He that now calls upon thee is Theodore the Her- 
mit of Teneriffe, who in the 57th year of bis 
8 retreat 
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retreat left this inſtruction to mankind, leſt his 
ſolitary hours ſhould be ſpent in vain. 

I was once what thou art now, a groveller on the 
earth, and a gazer at the ſky ; I trafficked and heap- 
ed wealth together, I loved and was favoured; I 
wore the robe of fpnour, and heard the muſic of 
adulation ; I was ambitious, and roſe to greatneſs; 
I was unhappy, and retired, I ſought for ſome time 
what I at length found here, a place where all real 
wants might be eaſily ſupplied, and where I might 
not be under the neceſſity of purchaſing the aſſiſtance 
of men by the toleration of their follies. Here I. 
ſaw fruits, and herbs, and water, and here deter- 
mlboed to wait the hand of death, which I hope, 
when at Jaſt it comes, will fall lightly upon me. 
Forty eight years had I now paſſed in forgetfulneſs 
of all mortal cares, and without any inclination 
to wander farther than the neceſſity of procuring 
ſuſtenance required ; but as I ſtood one day behold- 
ing the rock that overhangs my cell, I found in my- 
ſelf a defire to climb it; and when I was on its top, 
was in the ſame manner determined to ſcale the next, 
till by degrees I conceived a wiſh to view the ſum- 
mit of the mountain, at the foot of which I had fo 
long reſided. This motion of my thoughts I ende a- 
voured to ſuppreſs, not becauſe it appeared criminal, 
but becauſe it was new; and all change, not evi- 
dentally for the better, alarms a wind taught by ex- 
perience to diſtruſt itſelf, I was oftenafraid that my 
heart was deceiving me, that my impatience of con- 
finement roſe from {ſome earthly paſſion, and that 
my ardour to ſurvey the works of nature, was only a 
hidden longing to mingle once again in the ſcenes 
of life. I therefore endeavoured to ſettle my 
thoughts into their former ſtate, but found their 
diſtraction every day greater, I was always re- 
proaching myſelf with the want of happineſs with- 
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in my reach; and at laſt began to queſtion whether 


it was not lazineſs rather than caution, that reſtrain- 


ed me from. climbing to the ſummit of Teneriffe, 
-T roſe therefore before the day, and began my 
journey up the ſteep of the mountain; but I had not 
advanced far, old as I was, and gurdened with pro- 
viſions, when the day began to 
declivities grew more precipitous, and the ſand ſlided 
from beneath my feet; at laſt fainting with labour, 
L arrived at a ſmall plain, almoſt incloſed by rocks, 
and open only to the eaſt, I fat down to reſt awhile, 
in full perſuaſion that, when I had recovered my 


ſtrength; I ſhould. proceed on my deſign; but when 


once I had taſted eaſe, I found many reaſons againſt 
diſturbing it. The branches ſpread a ſhade over 
my head, and the gales of ſpring wafted odours to 
my boſom. | 
As I fat thus forming alternately. excuſes. for delay, 
and reſolutions to go forward, an irreſiſtible heavi- 
neſs ſuddenly ſurprized me; I laid my head upon 
the baak, and reſigned myſelt to ſleep, when me- 
thought I heard a ſound as of the flight of eagles, 
and a being of more than human dignity ſtood before 
me. While I was deliberating how to addreſs him, 
he took me by the hand with an air of kindneſs, and 
alked me ſolemnly, but without ſeverity, © Theodore, 
< whither art thou going?“ I am climbing, anſwer- 
ed I, to the top of the mountain, to enjoy a more 
extenſive proſpect of the works of nature. At- 
tend firſt (faid he) to the proſpect which this place 
« affords,. and what thou doſt not underſtand I will 
* explain. I am one of the benevolent beings who 
„ watch over the children of the duſt, to preſerve 
« them from thoſe evils which will not ultimately 
“ terminate in good, and which. they do not, by 
their own faults, bring upon themſelves. Look 


„ round 


ine upon me; the 
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round therefore without fear, obferve, contem- 
e plate, and be inſtructed.“ Au. * 
Encouraged by this aſſurance, I looked and beheld 
a mountain higher than Teneriffe, to the ſummit of, 
W which the human eye could never reach: When L 
had tired myſelf with gazing upon its height,. I turu- 
Jed my eyes towards its foot, which I could: eaſily 
diſcover, but was amazed to find it without foun- 
dation, and placed. inconceivably in emptineſs and 
darkneſs. Thus I ſtood terrified and confuſed; 
above were tracts inſcrutable, and below was total 
vacuity. But my protector, with a voice af admo- | 
nition, cried- out, Theodore, be not affrighted, 
cc butraiſe thy eyes again; the mountain of Exiſtence 
6 js before thee, ſurvey it, and be wiſe,” 
I then looked: with more deliberate attention, and 
obſerved the bottom of the mountain to be of gentle 
riſe, and overſpread with flowers; the middle to be 
more ſteep, embaraſſed with crags, and interrupted 
by precipices, over which hung branches loaded with 
fruits, and among which were ſcattered palaces and 
bowers. The tracts which my eye could: reach 
neareſt the top were generally barren; but there 
were among the clefts of the rocks a few hardy ever- 
greens; which, though they did not give much 
pleaſure to the ſight or ſmell, yet ſeemed to chear 
the labour, and facilitate the ſteps of thoſe wha were 
climbing among them. | 
| | Then beginning to examine more minutely. the 
1 different parts, I obſerved, at a, great diſtanse, a 
Z multitude of ſexes iſſuing into view from the bot - 
tom of the mountain. Their firſt actions I; could 
not accurately diſcern; hut as they every moment 
approached nearer, I found that they amuſed them · 
ſelves with: gathering flowers, under: the ſuperin · 
tendance of: a. madeſt virgin in. a. white robe, who 
leemed not over-ſolicitous to confines them. ta 
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any ſettled pace, or certain tract; for ſhe knew that 
the whole ground was ſmooth 2nd ſolid, and thar 
they could not eaſily be hurt or bewildered. —When, 


as it often happened, they plucked a thiſtle. for a 
flower, Innocence, ſo wis ſhe called, would {mile 


at the miſtake. Happy, ſaid I, are they who are 


under ſo gentle a government, and yet are ſafe. But 
I had no opportunity to dwell long on the conſider- 
ation of their felicity ; for I found that Innocence 
continued her attendance but a little way, and ſcem- 
ed to conſider only the flowery bottom of the moun- 


_ ain as her proper province. Thoſe whom ſhe aban- 


doned ſcarcely knew that they were left, before they 
perceived themſelves in 'the hands of Education, a 
nymph more ſevere in her aſpect, and i imperious in 
her commands, who confined them to certain paths, 
in their opinion, too narrow and too rough. Theſe 


they were continually ſolicited to leave by Appetite, 


whom Education could never fright away, though 
ſhe ſometimes awed her to ſuch timidity, that the 
effects of her preſence were ſcarcely perceptible, 
Some went back to the firſt part of the mountain, 
and ſeemed deſirous of continuing buſied in pluck- 
ing flowers, but were no longer guarded by Inno- 
cence; and ſuch as education could not force back, 
proceeded up the mountain by ſome miry road, in 


which they were ſeldom _ _ ſcarcely ever re- 


garded. 
Education led her troop up the mountain, no- 
thing was more obſervable than that ſhe was fre- 


quently giving chem cautions to beware of Habits; 


and was calling out to one or another at every ſtep, 
that a Habit was enſnaring them; that they would be 
under the dominion of Habit before they perceived 
their danger; and that thoſe whom a Habit 
ſhould once ſubdue, had 1. 28 0 of regaining 
their nance | | 
SM 
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Of this caution, ſo frequently repeated, I was 
very lolicitous to know the reaſon, when my pro- 
tector directed my regard to a troop of pigmies, 
which appeared to walk ſilently before thoſe that 


were climbing the mountain, and each to ſmooth 
the way before her follower. I found that 1 had 


& miſſed the notice of them before, both becauſe they 


were ſo minute as not eaſily to be diſcerned, and 
becauſe they grew every moment nearer in theit 
colour to the objects with which they were ſur- 
rounded. As the followers of Education did not 
appear to be ſenſible of the preſence of theſe dan · 
gerous aſſociates, or, ridiculing their diminutive 
ſize, did not think it poſſible that human beings 
ſhould ever be brought into ſubjection by ſuch feeble 


enemies, they generally heard her precepts of vigl- 


lance with wonder; and, when they thought her 


eye withdrawn, treated them with contempt. Nor 


could I myſelf think her cautions fo neceſſary as her 


frequent inculcation ſeemed to ſuppoſe, till I ob- 


ſerved that each of theſe petty beings held ſecretly 
a chain in her hand, with which ſhe prepared to 
bind thoſe whom ſhe found within her power. Yet 
theſe Habits, under the eye of Education, went quiet- 
ly forward, and ſeemed very little to encreaſe in bulk 
or ſtrength ; tor though they were always willing 
to join with Appetite, yet when Education kept them 
apart from her, they would punctually obey com- 
mand, and make the narrow roads in which they 
were confined eaſier and ſmoother. 

It was obſervable, that their ſtature was never a“ 
a ſtand, but continually growing or decreaſing, yet 


not always in the ſame proportions ; nor could 1 


forbear to expreſs my admiration, when I ſaw in 
how much leſs time they generally gained than loſt 
bulk. Though they grew lowly in the road of 
Education, it might AR be perceived that they 


grew; 
* 
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grew; but if they once deviated at the call of Ap- =E 

petite, their ſtature ſoon became gigantic, and their 

ſtrength was ſuch that Education pointed out to her 

i tribe many that were led in chains by them, whom 

the could never more reſcue from their ſlavery. 

She pointed them out, but with little effect, for all 

her pupils appeared confident of their own ſuperi- 

ority to the ſtrongeſt Habit, and ſome ſeemed in 

ſecret to regret that they were hindered from follow- 
ing the triumph of Appetite. og? | 

It was the peculiar artifice of Habit not to ſuf- 

fer her power to be felt at firſt. Thoſe whom ſhe led, 

ſhe had the addreſs. of appearing only to attend, but 

was continually doubling her chains upon her com- 

ions; which were ſo {lender in themſelves, and ſo Wl 

MNlently faſtened, that while the attention was en- 

gaged by other objects, they were not eaſily per- 

ceived. Each link grew tighter as it had been longer 

worn, and when, by conrinual additions, they be- 

came ſo heavy as to be felt, they were very frequent- 

ly too ſtrong to be broken. 8 33 

When Education had proceeded in this manner to 

the part of the mountain where the declivity began 

_ to grow craggy, ſhe reſigned her charge to two 

powers of ſuperior aſpect. The meaner of them 
appeared capable of preſiding in ſenates, or govern- 
ing nations, and yet watched the ſteps of the other 
with the moſt anxious attention, and was viſibly 
confounded and perplexed if ever ſhe ſuffered her 
regard to be drawn away. The other ſeemed to 

approve her ſubmiſſion as pleaſing, but with ſuch a a 

condeſcenſion as plainly ſhewed that ſhe claimed it as 

due; and indeed fo great was her dignity and ſweet- 

nels, that he who would not reverence, muſt not 
behold her. 3 3 

. * Theodore (ſaid my protector) be fearleſs, and 

* be wile ; approach theſe powers, whoſe dominion 


« -extends 
- | 


n PUT. * —— — — — 1 0 * — * nb 


* 
— 


— 4 
8 


” 


YOUNG LADIES. 27 


& extends to all the remaining part of the moun- 
« tain of Exiſtence.” I trembled, and ventured to 
addreſs the inferior nymph, whoſe eyes, though 
piercing and awful, I was not able to ſuſtain, 
« Bright power (ſaid I) by whatever name it is law- 
« ful to addreſs thee, tell me, thou who preſideſt 
« here, on what condition thy protection will be 
c granted.“ It will be granted! (faid ſhe) only to 
« Obedience. I am Reaſon, of all ſubordinate be- 
« ings the nobleſt and the greateſt ; who, if thou 
« wilt receive my laws, will reward thee like the 
&« reſt of my votaries, by conducting thee to Reli- 
gion. Charmed by her voice and aſpect, I 
profeſſed my readineſs to follow her. She then 
preſented me to her miſtreſs, who looked upon me 
with tenderneſs. I bowed before her, and ſhe. 
ſmiled, | 

When Education delivered up thoſe for whoſe hap- 
pineſs ſhe had been ſo long ſolicitous, ſhe ſeemed to 
expect that they ſhould expreſs ſome gratitude for 
her care, or ſome regret at the loſs of that protec- 
tion which ſhe had hitherto afforded them. But ir 
was eaſy to diſcover, by the alacrity which broke out 
,at her departure, that her preſence had been long 
diſpleaſing, and that ſhe had been teaching thoſe 
who felt in themſelves no want of inſtruQion. 
They all agreed in rejoicing that they would no 
longer be ſubject to her caprices, or diſturbed by her 
documents, but ſhould be now under the direction 
only of Reaſon, to whom they made no doubt of 
being able to recommend themſelves by a ſteady 
adherence to all her precepts. Reaſon counſelled 
them at their firſt entrance upon her province, to 
enliſt themfelves among the votaries of Religion ; 
and informed them, that if they truſted to her alone, 
they would find the ſame fate with her other ad- 
mirers, whom ſhehad not been able to ſecure againſt 
89 1 WI: Appe- 
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Appetites-and Paſſions, and who having been ſeized 
by Habits in the regions of Deſire, had been drag- 
ged away to the caverns of Deſpair. 
tion was vain, the greater number declared againſt, 
any other direction, and doubted not but by her 


ſuperintendency they ſhould climb with fafety up 


the mountain of Exiſtence. 4 My power (ſaid Rea- 
« ſon) is to adviſe, not to compel; I have already 
* told you the danger of your choice. The path 
« now ſeems plain and even, but there are aſperities 
« and-pitfals, over which Religion only can con- 
duct you. Look upwards, and you perceive a 
«© miſt before you ſettled upon the higheſt viſible 
« part of the mountain, a miſt by which my pro- 
« {pet is terminated, and which is pierced only by 
<< the eyes of Religion. Beyond it are the temples. 
«of Happineſs, in which thoſe who climb the pre- 
« cipice by her direction, after the toil of their 
« pilgrimage, repoſe for ever. I know not the way, 
and therefore can only conduct you to a better 
& guide. Pride has ſometimes reproached me with 
© the narrowneſs of my view, but when ſhe en- 
« deavoured to extend it, could only ſhew-me, be- 
« low the miſt, the bowers of Content; even they 
* vaniſhed as I fixed my eyes upon them; and 
„ thoſe whom ſhe perſuaded to travel towards them 
< were inchained by Habits, and ingulfed by Deſpair, 
% cruel tyrant, whole caverns are beyond the 
« darkneſs on the right fide and on the left, from 
*. whole priſons none can eſcape, and whom I can- 
& not teach you to avoid.” | | 
Such was the declaration of Reaſon, to thoſe who 
demanded her protection. Some that recollected the 
dictates of Education, finding them cow ſeconded by . 
another authority, ſubmitted with reluctance to the 
ſtrict deeree, and engaged themfelves among the 
followers of Religion, Who were diſtinguiſhed 22 


Her admoni- 
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the uniformity of their march, though many ot 
them were women, and by their continual endea- 
vours to move upwards, without appearing to re- 
gard the proſpects which at every ſtep courted their 


attention. 
All thoſe who determined to follow either Reaſon 


or Religion, were continually importuned to forſake 


the road, ſometimes by Paſſions, and ſometimes by 
Appetites, of whom both had reaſon to boaſt of the 
fucceſs of their artifices ; for ſo many were drawn 
into bye paths, that any way was more populous 
than the right. The atiacks of the Appetites were 
more impetuous, thoſe of the Paſſions longer con- 
tinued. The Appetites turned their followers di- 
rectly from the true way, but the Paſſions marched 
at firſt in a path nearly in the ſame direction with 
that of Reaſon and Religion; but deviated by flow 
degrees, till at laſt they entirely changed their courſe, 
Appetitedrew aſide the dull, and Paſſion the ſpright- 
ly. Of the Appetites, Luſt was the ſtrongeſt ; and 
of the Paſſions, Vanity. The moſt powertul aſſault 
was to be feared, when-a Paſſion and an Appetite 
joined their enticements; and the path of Reaſon 
was beſt followed, when a Paſſion called to one fide, 
and an Appetite to the other. | 

FTheſe ſeducers had the greateſt ſucceſs upon the 
followers of Reaſon, over whom they ſcarcely ever 
failed to prevail, except when they counteracted one 
another. They had not the ſame triumphs over the 
votaries of Religion; for though they were often 
led aſide for a time, Religion commonly recalled 
them by her emĩſſary Conſcience, before Habit had 
time to enchain them. But they that profeſſed to- 
obey Reaſon, if once they forſook her, ſeldom re- 
turned; for ſhe had no meſſenger to ſummon them 

but Pride, who generally betrayed her confidence, 
and employed all her ſkill to ſupport Paſſion ; * 


3 


30 ALLEGORIES FOR 


if ever ſhe did her duty, was found unable to prevail, 
if Habit had interpoſed. 

I ſoon found that the great danger to the follo- 
wers of Religion was only from Habit; every other 
power was eaſily reſiſted, nor did they find any 
difficulty when they inadvertently quirted her, to find 
her again by the direction of Conſcience, unleſs 
they had given time to Habit to draw her chain be- 
hind them, and bar up the way by which they had 
wandered. Of ſome of thoſe, the condition was 
juſtly to be pitied, who turned at every call of Con- 
ſcience, and tried, but without effect, to burſt the 
chains of Habit; law Religion walking forward at a 
diſtance, ſaw her with reverence, and longed to join 
her; but were, whenever they approached ber, with- 
held by Habit, and languiſhed in ſordid bondage, 
which they could not eſcape, though they ſcorned 
and hited it. 

It was evident that the Habits were ſo far from 
growing weaker by theſe repeated conteſts, that if 
they were not totally overcome, every ſtruggle en- 
larged their bulk, and increaſed their ſtrength ; and 
a Habit oppoſed and victorious, was more than 
twice as ſtrong as before the conteſt. The manner 
in which thoſe who were weary of their tyranny en- 
deavoured to eſcape from them, appeared by the 
event to be generally wrong; they tried to looſe their 
chains one by one, and to retreat by the ſame degrees 
as they advanced ; but before the deliverance was 
compleated, Habit always threw. new chains upon 
her fugitive; nor did any eſcape her but thoſe 
who by an effort, ſudden and violent, burſt their 
ſhackles at once, and left her at a diſtance; and 
Even of theſe, many ruſhing too precipitately for- 
ward, aud hindered by their terrors from ſtopping 
where they were ſafe, were fatigued with their own 
vehemence, and reſigned themſelves again to that 


power 


— 
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wer from whom an eſcape muſt be ſo dearly 
bought, and whoſe tyranny was little felt, except 
when it was reſiſted. 2 95 | 
Some however there always were, who, when 
they found Habit prevailing over them, called 
upon Reaſon or Religion for aſſiſtance; each of 
them willingly came to the ſuccour of her ſup» | 
pliant ; but neither with the ſame ſtrength nor 
the ſame ſucceſs. Habit, inſolent with her power, 
wonld often preſume to parley with Reaſon, 
and offer to looſe ſome of her chains if the reſt 
might remain. To this, Reaſon, who was never 
certain of victory, frequently conſented, but always 
found her conceſſion deſtructive, and ſaw the cap- 
tive led away by Habit to his former ſlavery, Re- 
ligion never ſubmitted to treaty, but held out her 
hand with certainty of. conqueſt ; and if the captive 
to whom ſhe gave it did not quit his hold, always 
led him away in triumph, and placed him in the di- 
rect path to the temple of Happineſs, where Reaſon 
never failed to congratulate his. deliverance, and 
encourage his adherence to that power to whoſe 
timely ſuccour he was indebted for it. r 
When the traveller was again placed in the road 
of Happineſs, I ſaw Habit again gliding before him, 
but reduced to the ftature of a dwarf, without 
ſtrength and without activity; but when the Paſſions 
or Appetites, which had before ſeduced him, made 
their approach, Habit would on a ſudden ſtart ints 
ſize, and with unexpected violence puſh him to- 
wards them. The wretch thus impelled on one ſide, 
and allured on the other, too frequently quitted the 
road of Happineſs, to which, after his ſecond de- 
viation from it, he rarely returned. But if by a 
timely call upon Religion, the force of Habit was 
eluded, her attacks grew fainter, and at laſt her 
correſpondence with the enemy was entirely deſtroy- 
th C 4 ed. 
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ed. She then began to employ thoſe reſtleſs fa- 
_ culnies in compliance with the power which ſhe 
could not overcome; and as ſhe grew again in ſtature 
aud ſtrength, cleared away the aſperities of the 
road to Happineſs, | 
From this road I could not eaſily withdraw my 
attention, becauſe all who travelled it appeared 
chearful and ſatisfied ; and the farther they proceed- 
ed, the greater appeared- their alacrity, and the 
fironger their conviction of the wiſdom of their 
guide. Some who had never deviated but by ſhort 
excurſions, had Habit in the middle of their paſſage, 
vigoroully ſupporting them, and driving off their 
Appetites and Paſſions, which attempted to inter- 
xapt their progreſs. —Others, who had entered this 
road late, or had long forſaken it, were toiling on 
without her help at leaſt, and commonly againſt her 
endeavours. But I obſerved, when they approached 
to the barren top, that few were able to proceed 
without ſome ſupport from Habit, and that thoſe 
whoſe habits were ſtrong, advanced towards the 
Miſts with little emotion, and entered them at laſt 
with calmneſs and confidence; after which they 
were ſeen only by the eye of Religion, and though 
Reaſon looked after them with the moſt earneſt cu- 
. riolity, ſhe could only obtain a faint glimpſe, when 
her miſtreſs, to enlarge her proſpect, raiſed her from 
the ground. Reaſon, However, diſcerned that they 
were ſafe, but Religion ſaw that they were happy. 
Nov, Theodore (ſaid my protector) withdraw 
% thy view from the regions of obſcurity, and fee 


5 the fate of thoſe who, when they were diſmiſſed 


by Education, would admit no direction but that 
* of Reaſon. Survey their wanderings, _ be 
5% wife.“ | 

1 looked then upon the ** of Reaſon, which 


«vas indeed, fo far as it reached, the ſame with * 
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of Religion, nor had Reaſon: diſcovered it but by 
her inſtructions. Yet, when ſhe had once been 
taught ir, ſhe clearly ſaw that it was right; and 
Pride had ſometimes incited her to declare that ſhe- 
diſcovered it herſelf, and perſuaded her to offer her- 
ſelf as a guide to Religion, whom, after many vain: 
, experiments, ſhe found it her highelt privilege to- 
follow. Reaſon was however at laſt well inſtructed- 
in part of the way, and appeared to teach it with 
ſome ſucceſs, when her precepts were not miſrepre-- 
ſented by Paſſion, or her influence overborne by Ap-- 
petite. But neither of theſe enemies was ſhe able 
to reſiſt; When. Paſſion ſeized upon her votaries, . 
. ſhe ſeldom attempted oppoſition-; ſhe ſeemed indeed 
to contend with more vigour againſt Appetite, but 
was generally overwearied in the conteſt ; and if. 
either of her opponents had confederated with Habit, 


her authority was wholly at an end. When Habit 


endeavoured to captivate the votaries of Religion, 
ſhe grew. by ſlow degrees, and gave time to eſcape; 
but in ſeizing the unhappy followers of Reaſon, ſhe. 
- proceeded as-one that had nothing to fear, and en-- 
larged her ſize, and doubled her chains without in- 
termiſſion, and without reſet ve. 
Of thoſe who forſook the directions of Reaſon, 
ſome were led aſide. by the whiſpers of Ambition, 
who was perpetually pointing to ſtately palaces, ſitu - 
ated on eminences on either ſide, recounting the de- 
lights of affluence, and boaſting the ſecurity of 
power. They were eaſily perſuaded to follow her, 
and Habit quickly threw her chains upon them; 
they were ſoon convinced of the folly of their choice; . 
but few of them attempted to return. Ambition 
led them forward from precipice to precipice, where 
many fell and were ſeen no more. Thoſe. that eſ- 
.caped, were, after a long ſeries of hazards, gene- 
ally delivered over to Avarice, and enliſted by her 
| C 5 im: 
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in the ſervice of Tyranny, where they continued to 
heap up gold till their patrons or their heirs puſhed 
them headlong at laſt into the caverns of Deſpair. ' 
Others were inticed by Intemperance to ramble in 
ſearch of thoſe fruits that hung over the rocks, and 
filled the air with their fragrance. I obſerved that 
the Habits which hovered about theſe ſoon grew to 
an enormous ſize, nor were there any who lefs at- 
- tempted to return to Reaſon, or ſooner ſunk into 
the gulphs that lay before them When theſe firſt 
quitted the road, Reaſon looked Wter them with a 
frown of contempt, but had little expectations of 
being able to reclaim them; for the bowl of intox- 
. ication was of fuch qualities as to make them loſe i 
all regard but for the preſent moment; neither Hope 
nor Fear could enter their retreats, and Habit had 
fo abſolute a power, that even Conſcience, if Re- 
ligion had employed her in their favour, would not 
have been able to force an entrance. Det] 
There were others whoſe crime it was rather to 
neglect Reaſon than to diſobey her, and who retreat- 
ed from the heat and tumult of the way, not 
to the bowers of Intemperance, but to the maze 
of Indolence. They had this peculiarity in their 
condition, that they were always in fight of the 
road of Reaſon, always wiſhing for her 'preſence, Wl 
and always reſolving to return to-morrow. In thefe 
was moſt eminently eonſpicuous the ſubtlety of Habit, 
"who hung imperceptible ſhackles upon them, and 
was every moment leading them farther from the 
road, which they always imagined that they had the 
power of reaching. They wandering on from one 
double of the labyrinth to another, with the chains 
of Habit hanging ſecretly upon them, till, as they 
advanced, the flowers grew paler, and the ſcents 
fainter ; they proceeded in their dreary march. with- 
out Pleaſure i in their progrefs, yet without power, to 
return; 
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return; and had this aggravation above all others, 
that they were criminal, but not delighted. The 
drunkard for a time laughed over his wine; the 
ambitious man triumphed in the miſcarriage of his 
rival; but the captives of Indolence had neither ſu- 
periority nor merriment. Diſcontent lowered in their 
looks, and Sadneſs hovered round their ſhades ; yet 
they crawled on reluctant and gloomy, till-they ar- 
rived at the depth of the receſs, varied only with 
poppies and nightſhade, where the dominion of In- 
dolence terminates, and the hopeleſs wanderer is de- 
livered up- to Melancholy : -the chains of Habit are 
rivetted for ever, and Melancholy having tortured 
her priſoner for a time, conſigns him at laſt to the 
cruelty of Deſpair, 3 

While I was muſing on this miſerable ſcene, my 
protector called out to me, Remember, Fheodore, 
and de wiſe, and let not Habit prevail againſt thee.” 
I ſtarted, and beheld myſelf ſurrounded by the rocks 
of Teneriffe; the birds of light were ſinging in the 
trees, and the glances of the morning darted upon 
me. 
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- ounnem, quæ nunc bd tuenti 
-  Mortales habetat wiſus tibi, & bumida circim 


Caligat, nubem eripiam Virg. En. ii. v. 604 
The cloud, which, intercepting the clear light, 
Hangs o'er.thy eyes, and — thy mortal hight, 


I will remove 


N the fifth day of the moon, which ac- 
* cording to the cuſtom of my refers I 
always keep holy, after having waſhed myſelf, and 
offered up my morning devotions, 1 aſcended the 
high hills of Bagdar, in order to paſs the reſt of 
the day in meditation and prayer. As I was here 
airing myſelf on the tops of the mountains, I fell 
into a profound contemplation on the vanity of 
e human life; and paſſing from one thought to 
« another, ſurely, ſaid I, man is but a ſhadow, and 
« life a dream. Whilſt I was thus muſing, I caſt 
« my eyes towards the ſummit of a rock that was 
« not far from me, where I diſcovered ons in the 
e habit of a ſhepherd, with a little muſical inſtru» 
* ment in his hand. As I looked upon him he ap- 
« plied it to his lips, and began to play upon it. 

The ſound of it was exceeding ſweet, and wrought 
into a variety of tunes that were inexpreſſibly me- 
« lodious, and altogether different from any thing: 
© I had ever heard: they put me in mind of thoſe 
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heavenly airs that are played to the departed fouls. 
of good men, upon their firſt arrival in Paradiſe, 
to wear out the impreſſions of the laſt agonies, 
and qualify them for the pleaſures of that hap- 
py place. My heart melted away in ſecret rap- 
tures, | 

J had often been told that the rock before me 
was the haunt of a Genius; and that ſeveral had 
been entertained with muſick who had paſſed by. 
it, but never heard that the muſician had before 
made himſelf viſible. When he had raiſed my 
thoughts by thoſe tranſporting airs which he play- 
ed, to taſte the pleaſure of his converſation, as I: 


looked upon him like one aſtoniſhed, he beckon- 


ed to me, and by the waving of his hand direct- 
ted me to approach the place where he fat, I 
drew near with that reverence which is due to a: 
ſuperior nature; and as my heart was intirely ſub- 
dued by the captivating ſtrains I had heard, I fell 
down at his feet and wept. The Genius ſmiled. 
upon me with a look of compaſlion and affabi- 
lity that familiarized him to my imagination, and- 
at once difpelled all the fears and apprehenſions 
with which I approached him. He lifted me: 
from the ground, and taking me by the hand, 
Mirza, faid he, I have heard thee in thy ſolilo- 
quies; follow me. | : 

«© He then led me to the higheſt pinacle of the- 
rock, and placing me on the top of it, caſt thy 
eyes eaſtward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou 
ſeeſt. I ſez, ſaid I, a huge valley, and a pro- 
digious tide of water rolling through it. The 
valley that thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is the Vale of Miſery, 
and the tide of water that thou ſeeſt is part of 
the great tide of Eternity. What is the reaſon, 
ſaid I, that the tide I ſee rifes out of a thick miſt 
at one end, and again looſes itfelf in a thick miſt 
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« at the other? What thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is that 
portion of Eternity which is called Time, mea- 
& ſured out by the ſun, and reaching from the be- 
« ginning of the world to its conſummation. Ex- 
4 amine now, ſaid he, this ſea that is bounded with 
% darkneſs at both ends, and tell me what thou 
« diſcovereſt in it. I ſee a bridge, ſaid I, ſtanding 
in the mid(t of the tide, The bridge thou ſeeſt, 
„ {aid he, is Human Life, conſider it attentively. 
« Upon-a more leiſurely ſurvey of it, I found that 
it conſiſted of threeſcore and ten intire arches, 
& with ſeveral broken arches, which added to thoſe 
« that were intire, made up the number about an 
« hundred. As I was counting the arches, the 
« Genius told me that this bridge-conſiſted at firſt 
« of a thouſand arches; but that a great flood 
« {wept away the teſt, and left the bridge in the 
„ ruinous condition I now beheld it: but tell me, 
« farther, ſaid he, what thou diſcovereſt on it. I 
« ſee multitudes of people paſſing over it, ſaid I, 
1% and a black cloud hanging on each end of it. As 
I looked more attentively, I ſaw ſeveral of the 
« paſſengers dropping through the bridge, into the 
great tide that flowed underneath it; and upon 
further examination, perceived there were innu- 
+ merable trap-doors that lay concealed in the bridge, 
which the paſſengers no ſooner trod upon, but 
they fell through them into the tide, and immedi- 
ately diſappeared, Theſe hidden pit-falls were ſet 
very thick at the entrance of the bridge, ſo that 
throngs of people no ſooner broke through the 
cloud, but many of them fell into them. They 
grew thinner towards the middle, but multiplied 
and. lay cloſer together towards the end of the 
arches that were intire., uw, 
© [There were indeed ſome perfons, but their 
«. number was very. ſmall, that continued a kind of 
, .** hobdling; 
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hobbling march on the broken arches, but fell 
through one after another, being quite tired and 
ſpent with ſo long a walk. | | 

4] paſſed ſome time in the contemplation of this 
wonderful ſtructure, and the great variety of 
objects which it preſented. My heart was filled 
with a deep melancholy to fee ſeveral dropping 
unexpectedly in the midſt of mirth and jollity, and 


catching at every thing that ſtood by them to ſave 


themſelves. Some were looking up towards the 
heavens in a thoughtful poſtare, and in the midft 
of a ſpeculation ſtumbled and fell out of fight. 
Multitudes were very buſy in the purſux of bubbles 
that glittered in their eyes and danced before them; 
but often when they thought themſelves within 
the reach of them, their footing failed, and down 
they ſunk. In this confuſion of objects, I ob- 
ſerved ſome with ſcimetars. in their hands, and 
others with urinals, who ran to: and fro upon 
the bridge, thruſting ſeveral perſons on trap-doors 
which did not ſeem to lie in their way, and which 
they might have eſcaped had they not been thus. 
forced upon them. 

© The Genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this: 


| melancholy proſpect, told me 1 had-dwelt long 


enough upon it: take thine eyes off the bridge, 
ſaid he, and tell me if thou yet ſeeſt any thing thou 
doſt not comprehend. Upon looking up, what 
mean, ſaid I, thoſe great flights of birds that are 
perpetually hovering about the bridge, and ſet- 
tling upon it ſrom time to time? I fee vultures, 
harpiez, ravens, cormorants, and among many 
other feathered creatures, ſeveral little winged 
boys, that perch in great numbers upon the mid- 
dle arches. Theſe, ſaid the Genius, are Envy, 
Avarice, Superſtition, Deſpair, Love, with the 
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J here fetched a deep ſigh; alas, ſaid I, man 3 
„ was made in vain !| How is he given away to. 
& miſery and mortality! tortufed in life, and fwalvi 
—_ % lowed up in death! The Genius being move 
| % with compaſſion towards me, bid me quit ſo un- 
*«- comfortable a proſpett, Lock no more, ſaid he, 
on man in the firſt: ſtage of his exiſtence, in his 
“ ſetting. out for eternity 3 but caſt thine eye on 
that thick miſt into Which the tide bears the ſe- 
% veral generations of mortals that fall into it. 1 
directed my fight as I was ordered, and (whether 
„ or no the good Genius ' ſtrengthened it with 
„any ſupernataral force, or diſſipated part of the, 
«. miſt" that was before too thick for the eye to pe- 
4 netrate) I ſaw the valley opening at the farther Wl 
% end, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe ocean, 
e that hadi a huge rock of adamant running through 
« the midſt of it, and dividing. it into two equal 
parts. Phe clouds ſtill reſted on one half of it, 
'« infomuch that I could diſcover nothing in it: but 
the other appeared to me a vaſt ocean planted 
e with innumerable iflands, that were covered with 
4 fruits and flowers, and interwoven with a thou- 
e ſand little ſhining ſeas that ran among them. I 
, could ſee perſons dreſſed in glorious habits, with 
% garlaads upon their heads, paſſing among the trees, 
“lying down by the ſides of fountams, or reſting. 
c on beds of flowers; and could hear a confuſed- 
% harmony of {ſinging birds, falling waters, human 
4 voices, and muſical inſtruments. Gladneſs grew 
in me upon the diſcovery of ſo delightfut a ſcene. 
„ wiſlied for the wings of an eagle, that I might 
„ fly away to thoſe happy ſeats ; but thè Genius told 
e me there was no pallage to them, except through 
« the gates of death that I ſaw opening every mo- 
ment upon the bridge. The iſlands, ſaid he, that 
lie ſo freſh and green before thee, and with which 
| the. 
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the whole face of the ocean appears ſpotted as far 
as thou canſt ſee, are more in number than the 
ſands of the ſea ſhore ; there are myriads of iſlands 
behind thoſe which thou here diſcovereſt, reach- 
ing farther han thine eye, or even thine imagi- 
nation can extend itſelf. Theſe are the manſions 
of good men after death, who, according to the 
depree and kinds of virtue ia which they excelled, 
are diſtributed among theſe ſeveral iſlands, which 
abound with pleaſures of different kinds and de- 
grees, ſuitable to the reliſhes and perfections of 


* thoſe who are ſettled in them; every iſland is a 


Paradiſe accommodated to its reſpective inhabi- 
tants. Are not theſe, O Mirza, habitations worth 
contending for? Does life appear miſerable, that 
gives the opportunities of earning ſuch a reward ? 
Is death to be feared, that will convey thee to 
ſo happy an exiſtence ? Think not man was made 
in vain, who has ſuch an eternity reſerved for him. 
I gazed with inexpreſſible pleaſure on theſe happy 
iſlands. At length, faid j ſhew me now, I be- 
ſeech thee, the ſecrets that lie hid under thoſe 
dark clouds which cover the ocean on the other 
ſide of the rock of adamant, The Genius mak- 
ing me no anſwer, I turned about to addreſs my- 
ſelf to him a ſecond time, but 1 found that he had 
left me; I then turned again to the viſion which 
had been fo long contemplating ; but inſtead of 
the rolling tide, the arched bridge, and the happy 
iſlands, I ſaw nothing but the long hollow valley 
ot Bagdat, with oxen, ſheep, and camels grazing 


upon the ſides of it.” . 
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ALLE GOR IV. 


VOYAGE oO LIFE. 


ſe quoque afſiduo labuntur tempora motu 

on ſecus ac lumen: neque enim conſiſtere flumen, 

Nec lewis hora poteſt; ſed ut unda impellitur unda, 
Urgeturque prior wvemente, urgetque priorem, | | 
Tempora fic ſugiumt pariter, paritergue ſequutur, Ovid. 


With conſtant motion as the moments glide, 
Behold in running life the rolling tide — 
For none can ſtem by art, or ſtop by pow'r, 
The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour; 
But wave by wave purſu'd arrives on ſhore, 


And each inipell'd behind impels before; 1-4 


So time on time revolving we deſcry ; | 
80 minutes follow, and ſo minutes fly, ELPHINSTON» 


* T IF E,“ ſays Seneca, is a voyage, in the 
6 progreſs of which we are perpetually chang- 
ing our ſcenes: we firſt leave childhood behind 
« us, then youth, then the years of ripened man- 
'* hood, then the better and more pleaſing part of 
<« old age.” The peruſal of this paſſage having 
excited in me a train of refle&tions on the ſtate of 
man,; the inceſſant fluctuation of his wiſhes, the 
adual change of his diſpoſition to all external ob- 
jects, and the thoughtleſſneſs with which he floats 
along the ſtream of time, I funk into a lumber 
amidſt my meditations, and, on a ſudden, found 
my-ears filled with the tumult of labour, the ſhouts 
of alacrity, the ſhrieks of alarm, the whiſtle of 
winds, and the daſh of waters, | 
WW | h My 
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My aſtoniſhment for a time repreſſed my curio- 


ſity ; but ſoon recovering myſelf ſo far as to enquire ' 


whither we were going, and what was the cauſe of 
ſuch clamour and confuſion, I was told that they were 
launching out into the Ocean of Life; that we had 
already paſſed the Streights of Infancy, in which 
multitudes had periſhed, ſome by the weakneſs and 
tragility of their veſſels, and more by the folly, per- 
verſneſs, or negligence, of thoſe who undertook to 


ſteer them ; and that we now were upon the main ſea, © 


abandoned to the winds and billows, without any 
other means of ſecurity than the care of the pilot, 
whom it was always in our power to chooſe amon 
great numbers that offered their directions and al- 
ſiſtance. 1 
I then looked round with anxious eagerneſs; and 
firſt turning my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream flow- 
ing through flowery iſlands, which every one that 
ſailed along ſeemed to behold with pleaſure; but 
no ſooner touched, than. the current, which though 
not noiſy or turbulent, was yet irreſiſtible, bore him 
away, Beyond theſe iſlands all was darkneſs, nor 
could any of the paſſengers deſcribe the ſhore at 
which he fixſt embarked. | , 
Before me, and each other ſide, was an expanſe 
of waters violently agitated, and covered with ſo 
thick a miſt, that the moſt perſpicacious eye could 
ſee but a little way. It appeared to be full of rocks 


and whirlpools, for many ſunk unexpectedly while 


they were courting the gale with full fails, and in- 
ſulting thoſe whom they had left behind. So nu- 
merous, indeed, were the dangers, and ſo. thick the 
darkneſs, that no caution could .confer ſecurity, 


Yet there were many, who, by falſe intelligence, 


betrayed their followers into whirlpools, or by vio- 
lence puſhed thoſe whom they found in their way 
agaialſt the rocks, 
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The current was invariable and inſurmountable ; 
but though it was impoſſible to ſail againſt it, or to 
return to the place that was once paſſed, yet it was 
not ſo violent as to allow no opportunities for dex- 
terity or courage, ſince, though none could retreat 
back from danger, yet they might often avoid it by 
oblique direction. 

It was, however, not very common to ſtcer with 


much care or prudence ; for, by ſome univerſal in- 
fatuation, every man appeared to think himſelf ſafe, 


though he ſaw his conſorts every moment ſinking 
ronnd him; and no ſooner had the waves cloſed 
over them, than their fate and their miſconduct were 
forgotten ; the voyage was purſued with the ſame 
_ confidence ; every man congratulated him- 
If upon the ſoundneſs of his veſſel, and believed 


Himſelf able to ſtem the whirlpool in which his friend 


was ſwallowed, or glide oyer the rocks on which he 
was daſhed : nor was it often obſerved that the fight 
of a wreck made any man change his courſe ; if he 
turned aſide for a moment, he Fon forgot the rud- 
der, and left himfelf again to the diſpoſal of chance. 

This negligence did not proceed from indifterence, 
or from wearineſs of their preſent condition; for 
not one of thoſe who thus ruſhed upon deſtruction, 
failed, when he was ſinking, to call loudly upon 
his aſſociates for that help which conld not now be 
given him; and many ſpent their laſt moments in 
cautioning others againſt the folly by which they 


were intercepted in the midſt of their courſe. Their 


benevolence was ſometimes praiſed, but their ad- 
monitions were unregarded. 
The veſſels in which we had witorked being 
confeſſedly unequal to the turbulence of the ſtream 
of life, were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the 
voyage; ſo that every paſſenger was certain, that 
how long ſoever he might, by favourable accidents, 
og 
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or by inceſſant vigilance, be preſerved, he muſt fink. 
at Jaſt, / 

This neceſſity of periſhing might have been ex- 
pected to ſadden the gay, and intimidate the daring, 
at leaſt to keep the melancholy and timorous in per- 
petual torments, and hinder them from any enjoy- 
ment of the varieties and gratifications which nature 
offered them as the ſolace of their labours ; yet in 
effet none ſeemed leſs to expect deſtruction than 
thoſe to whom it was moſt dreadful : they all had 
the art of concealing their danger from themſelves ; 
and thoſe who knew their inability to bear the fight 
of the terrors that embaraſſed their way, took care 
never to look forward, but found ſome amuſement 
for the preſent moment, and generally entertained 
themſelves by playing with Hope, who was the con- 
ſlant aſſociate ok the voyage of life. 

Yet all that Hope ventured to promiſe, even to 
thoſe whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they 
ſhould eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt ; and 
with this promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though he 
laughed at the reſt for ſeeming to believe it. Hope, 
indeed, apparently mocked the credulity of her. 
companions ; for, in proportion as their veſſels grew 
leaky, ſhe redoubled her aſſurances of ſafety; and 
none were more buſy in making provilions for a long 
voyage, than they whom all but themlelves faw like» 
ly to periſh ſoon by irreparable decay. 

In the midſt of the current of life was the gulph 
of Intemperance, a dreadful whlpool, interſperſed 
- with rocks, of which the pointed crags were conceal- 
ed under water, and the tops covered with herbage, 
ou which Eaſe ſpread couches of repoſe, and with 
ſhades, where Pleaſure warbled the fong of invita- 
tion. Within ſight of theſe rocks all who ſailed on 
the ocean of life muſt neceſſarily paſs. Reaſon, 

indeed, was always at hand to ſteer the paſſengers. 
through 


44 ALLEGORIES FOR 


through a narrow outlet by which they might eſcape; 
but very few could, by her intreaties or remon- 
ſtrances, be induced to put the rudder into her hand, 
without ſtipulating that ſhe ſhould approach ſo near 
unto the rocks of Pleaſure, that they might ſolace 
themſelves with a ſhort enjoyment of that delicious 
region, after which they always determined to pur- 
ſue their courſe withont any other deviation. 

Reaſon was too often : prevailed upon ſo far by 
theſe protniſes, as to venture her charge within the 
eddy of the gulph of Intemperance, where, indeed, 
the circumvolution was weak, but yet interrupted 
the courſe of the veſſel, and drew i it, by inſenſible 
rotations, towards the centre. She then repented 
her temerity, and with all her force endeavoured to 
retreat; but the draught of the gulph was generally 
too ſtrong to be overcome; and the paſſenger, hav- 
ing danced in circles with a pleaſing and giddy, ve- 
locity, was at Jaſt overwhelmed and loſt. Thoſe 
few whom Reaſon was able to extricate, «generally 
ſuffered ſo many ſhocks upon the points which ſhot 
out from the rocks of Pleaſure, that they were un- 
able to continue their courſe with the fame ſtrength 
and facility as before, but floated along timorouſly 
and feebly, endangered by every breeze, and ſhat- 
tered by every ruffle of the water, till they ſunk, 
by flow degrees, after long ſtruggles, and innumer- 
able expedients, always repining at their own folly, 
and warning others againſt the firſt approach of the 


guph of Intemperance. 
re were artiſts who profeſſed to repair the 
breaches and ſtop the leaks of the veſſels which had 


been ſhattered, on the rocks of Pleaſure. Many ap- 
d to have great confidence in their {kill, and 
ſome, indeed, were preſerved by it from ſi inking, who 
had received only a ſingle blow; but I remarked 
that rw veſſels laſted long which had been much 
repaired 
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repaired, nor was it found that the artiſts themſelves 
continued afloat longer than thoſe who had leaſt of 
their aſſiſtance. $a s AR; ; | 

| The only advantage which, in the voyage of life, 
the cautious had above the negligent, was, that they 
ſunk later, and more ſuddenly ; for they paſſed for- 
ward till they had ſometimes ſeen all thofe in whoſe 
company they had iſſued from the ſtreights of 1n- 
fancy, periſh in the way, and at laſt were overſet 
by a croſs breeze, without the toil of reſiſtance, or 
the anguiſh of expectation. But ſuch as had often 
fallen againſt the rocks of Pleafure, commonly ſub- 
ſided by ſenſible degrees, contended long with 
the encroaching waters, and haraſſed themſelves by 
labours that ſcarce Hope herſelf could flatter with 
ſucceſs. 

As I was looking upon the various fate of the 
multitude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with 
an admonition from ſome unknown power, Gaze 
« not idly upon others when thou thyſelf are ſink- 
„ing. Whence is this thoughtleſs tranquillity, 
« when thou and they are equally endangered ?” 
I looke l, and ſeeing the gulph of Intemperance 
before me, ſtarted and.awaked. | 
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EL ECULY V. 


OBIDA H's JOURNEY oF a Dar, 


— —Garrit aniles 4 
Ex re fabel las. | Hor, 


* 


XBID A, the ſon of Abenſina, left the ea- 
ravanſera early in the morning, and purſued 
is journey through the plains of Indoſtan. He was 
freſh and vigorous with reſt ; he was animated with 
hope; he was incited by deſire; he walked ſwiftly 
forward over the vallies, and faw the hills gradually 
riling before him. As he paſſed along, his ears were 
delighted with the morning ſong of the bird of: 
Paradiſe, he was fanned by the laſt flutters of the 
ſinking breeze, and ſprinkled with dew by groves 
of ſpices; he ſometimes contemplated the towering 
height of the oak, monarch of the bills; and ſome- 
times caught the gentle fragrance of the primroſe, 
eldeſt daughter of the ſpring : all his ſenfes were 

ratified, and all care was baniſhed from his heart. 
Thus he went on till the ſun approached his me- 
ridian, and the increaſing heat preyed upon his 
ſtrength; he then looked round about him for ſome 
more commodious path. He ſaw, on his right hand, 
z grove that .ſcemed to wave its ſhades as a ſign of 
| invitation; 


ks 4 
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* 
invitation; he entered it, and found the coolneſs 
and verdure irreſiſtibly pleaſant, He did not, how- 
ever, forget whither he was travelling, but found a 
narrow way bordered with flowers, which appeared 
to have the ſame direction with the main road, and 
was pleaſed that, by this happy experiment, he had 
found means to unite pleaſure with buſineſs, and to 
gain the rewards of diligence without ſuffering its 
fatigues. He, therefore, ſtill continued to walk for 
a time, without the leaſt remiſſion of his ardour, ex- 
cept that he was ſometimes tempted to ſtop by the 
mulick of the birds, whom the heat had aſſembled 
in the ſhade; and ſometimes amuſed himſelf with 
plucking the flowers that covered the banks on ei- 
ther ſide, or the fruits that hung upon the branches. 
At laſt the green path began to decline from its firſt 
tendency, and to wind among hills and thickets, 
cooled with fountains, and murmuring with water- 
falls, Here Obidah pauſed for a time, and began 
io conſider whether it were longer ſafe to forſake the 
known and common track ; but remembering that 
the heat was now in its greateſt violence, and that 
the plain was duſty and uneven, he reſolved to pur- 
ſue the new path, which he ſuppoſed only to make 
a few meanders, in compliance with the varieties of 
the ground, and to end at laſt in the commion road. 

Having thus calmed his ſolicitude, he renewed his 
pace, though he ſuſpected that he was not gaining 
ground. This uneaſineſs of his mind inclined him 
to lay hold of every new object, and give way to 
every ſenſation that might ſooth or divert him. He 
liſtened to every echo, he mounted every hill for 
a freſh proſpect, he turned aſide to every caſcade, 
and pleaſed himſelf with tracing the courſe of a gen- 
tle river that rolled among the trees, and watered a 
large region with innumerable circumvolutions. In 
theſe amuſements the hours paſſed away uncounte J, 

D his 
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his deviations had perplexed his memory, and he 
knew not towards what point to travel. He ſtood 
penſive and confuſed, afraid to go forward leſt he 
ſhould go wrong, yet confcious that the time of 
Joitering was now paſt. While he was thus tortured 
with uncertainty, the ſky was overſpread with 
clouds, the day vaniſhed from before him, and a 
ſudden tempeſt gathered round his head. He was 
now rouſed by his danger to a quick and painful 
Temembrance of his folly ; he now ſaw how happi- 
neſs is loſt when eaſe is conſulted ; he lamented the 
. unmanly impatience that prompted him to ſeek 
ſhelter in the grove, and deſpiſed the petty curioſity 
that led him on from trifle to trifle. While he was 
thus reflefting, the air grew blacker, and a clap of 
thunder broke his meditation. | 

* He now relolved to do what remained yet in his 
power, to tread back the ground which he had paſſ- 
ed, and try to find ſome iſſue where the wood might 
open into the plain. He proſtrated himſelf on the 
ground, and commended his life to the Lord of na- 
ture, He roſe with confidence and tranquillity, and 
preſſed on with his ſabre in his hand, for the beaſts 
of the deſert were in motion, and on every hand 
Were heard the mingled howls of rage and fear, 
and ravage and expiration ; all the horrors of dark- 
neſs and ſolitude ſurrounded him; the winds roar- 
ed in the woods, and the torrents tumbled from the 


kills, | 
—xtuappor TOTAu0i Hat Oper Þ1 peovies 
Eg wioyayxuav Cubano 5 H owes 
Tort Ts m by i gpeoty Exavs π½,ç. 
'Work'd into ſudden rage by wintry ſhow'rs, 


Down the ſteep kill the roaring torrent pours; 
The mountain ſhepherd hears the diſtant noiſe. 


Thus 
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Thus forlorn and diſtreſſed, he wandered through 
the wild, without knowing whither he was going, 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to ſafety or to deſtruction. At length not fear but 
labour began to overcome him ; his breath grew 
ſhort, and his knees trembled, and he was on the 
point of lying down in reſignation to his fate, when 
he beheld through the brambles the glimmer of a 
taper, He advanced towards the light, and finding 
that it proceeded from the cottage of. a Hermit, he 
called humbly at the door, and obtained admiſſion. 
The old man ſet before him ſuch proviſions as he 
had collected for himſelf, on which Obidah fed with 
eagerneſs and gratitude. 

When the repaſt was over, Tell me, ſaid the 
Hermit, by what chance thou haſt been brought 
«© hither ; I have been now twenty years an inha- 
* bitant of the wilderneſs, in which I never ſaw a 
% man before.” Obidah then related the occur- 
rences of his journey, without any concealment or 
palliation. 

* Sbn, ſaid the Hermit, let the errors and follies, 
* the dangers and eſcape of this day, ſink deep into 
* thy heart. Remember, my ſon, that human life 
* 1s the journey of a day, We riſe in the morning 
of youth, full of vigour and full of expectation ; 
«© we ſet forward with ſpirit and hope, with gaiety 
and with diligence, and travel on a while in the 
© ſtraight road of piety towards the manſions of 
& reſt, In a ſhort time we remit our fervor, and en- 
deavour to find ſome mitigation of our duty, and 
** ſome more eaſy means of obtaining the ſame 
_ © end. We then relax our vigour, and reſolve no 
* longer to be terrified with crimes at a diſtance, 
** butrely upon our own conſtancy, and venture to 
* approach what we reſolve never to touch, We 
thus enter the bowers of caſe, and repoſe in the 

| V 
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ſhades of ſecurity. Here the heart ſoftens, and 
vigilance ſubſides; we are then willing to inquire 
whether another advance cannot be made, and 
whether we may not, at leaſt, turn our eyes upon 
the gardens of pleaſure. We approach them with 


ſcruple and heſitation; we enter them, but enter 


timorous and trembling, and always hope to paſs 
through them without loſing the road of virtue, 
which we, for a while, keep in our fight, and to 


which we propoſe to return, But temptation 


ſucceeds temptation, and one compliance prepares 
us for another; we in time Joſe the happineſs of 


Innocence, and ſolace our diſquiet with ſenſual 


gratifications. By degrees we let fall the remem- 
brance of our original intention, and quit the 
only adequate object of rational deſire, We en- 
tangle ourſelves in buſineſs, immerge ourſelves in 


4% luxury, and rove through the labyrinths of in- 


* conſtancy till the darkneſs of old age begins to 


a 
6 
ah 
«c 
«c 


invade us, and diſeaſe and anxiety obſtruct our 


way. We then look back upon our ves with 
horror, with ſorrow, with repentance; and wiſh, 
but too often vainlywitſh, that we had not forſaken 
the ways of virtue. Happy are they, my ſon, who 
ſhall learn from thy example not to defpair, but 
ſhall remember, that though the day is paſt, and 
their ſtrength is waſted, there yet remains one ef- 
fort to be made; that reformation is never hope- 


- leſs, nor ſincere endeavours ever unaſſiſted; that 
the wanderer may at length return after all his 


errors ; and that he who implores ſtrength and 
courage from above, ſhall find danger and diffi- 
culty give way before him. Go now, my ſon, 


to thy repoſe, commit thyſelf to the care of Om- 


nipotence, and when the morning calls again to 
toil, begin anew thy journey and thy life.” 


ALLE- 
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ALLEGORY VI. 


RELIGION and SUPERSTITION, 


"Ovag tx Ai bci. HOMER. 
Dreams deſcend from Joe, PoE. 
SIR, 


Had lately a very remarkable dream, which 
1 made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on me, that J re- 
member it every word; and if you are not better 
employed, you may read the relation of it as 
follows. 8 
Methought I was in the midſt of a very enter- 
taining ſet of company, and extremely delighted in 
attending to a lively converſation, when on a ſud- 
den I perceived one of the moſt ſhocking figures 
imagination can frame, advancing towards me, She 
was dreſt in black, her ſkin was contracted into a 
thouſand wrinkles, her eyes deep ſunk in her head, 
and her complexion pale and livid as the counte- 
nance of death, Her looks were filled with terror 
and unrelenting ſeverity, and her hands armed with 
whips and ſcorpions. As ſoon as ſhe came 


a 
* 


with a horrid frown, and a voice that chilled my 


very blood, ſhe bid me follow her. I obeyed, and 
ſhe led me through rugged paths, beſet with briars 
and thorns, into a deep ſolitary vallgg Wherever 
ſhe paſſed the fading verdure withere&Kencath her 
ſteps ; her peſtilential breath infected the air with 
malignant yapours, obſcured the luſtre of the ſun, 

oY D 3 2 and 


* 
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and involved the fair face of heaven in univerſal 
oom. Diſmal howlings reſounded through the 
oreſt, from every baleful tree the night · raven ut- 
tered his dreadful note, and the proſpect was filled 
with deſolation and horror. In the midſt of this 
tremendons ſcene an execrable guide addreſſed me 
in the following manner. ics or" 
* Retire with me, O raſh unthinking mortal, 
« from the vain allurements of a deceitful world, 
* and learn that pleaſure was not deſigned the por- 
“tion of human life. Man was born to mourn 
« and to be wretched ; this is the condition of all 
e below the ſtars, and whoever endeavours to op- 
5, poſe it, acts in contradiction to the will of heaven. 
« Fly then from the fatal enchantments of youth, 


' and ſocial delight, and here conſecrate the ſoli- 


* tary hours to lamentation and woe. Miſery is 


A the duty of all ſublunary beings, and every enjoy- 


% ment is an offence to the Deity, who is to be 
« worſhipped only by. the mortification of every 
* ſenſe of pleaſure, and the everlaſting exerciſe of 
« ſighs and tears.” | | 

This melancholy picture of life quite ſunk my 
ſpirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every principle of 


joy within me. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted 


h, where the winds blew cold and diſmal round 
my head, and dreadful apprehenfions chilled my 


heart. Here I reſolved to lie till the hand of death, 
Which I impatiently invoked, ſhSuld put an end to 
the miſeries of a life ſo deplorably wretched. In 


this fad ſituation I ſpied on one hand of me a deep 
muddy river, whoſe heavy waves rolled on in ſlow 


fallen murmurs. Here I determined to plunge, and 
was juſt upon the brink, when I found myſelf ſud- 
denly drawn back. I turned about, and was ſur- 


2 uh ed by the ſight of the lovelieſt object I had ever 


The moſt engaging charms of youth and 
beauty 
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beauty appeared in all her form ; effulgent glories 
ſparkled in their eyes, and their awful ſplendours 
were ſoftened by the gentleſt looks of compaſſion and 
peace. At her approach, the frightful ſpectre, ho 
had before tormented me, vaniſhed away, and, with 
her, all the horrors ſhe had cauſed, The gloomy 
clouds brightened into chearful ſun-ſhine, the groves 
recovered their verdure, and rt”, whole region 
looked gay and blooming as the garden of Eden. 
I was quite tranſported at this unexpected change, 
and reviving pleaſure began to glad my thoughts, 
when, with a look of inexpreſſible ſweetneſs, my 
beauteous deliverer thus uttered her divine inſtruc- 
tions : 
„My name is Religion. I am the offspring of 
* Truth and Love, and the parent of Benevo- - 
*“ lence, Hope and Joy. That monſter from 
„ whoſe power I have freed you is called Super- 
6 ſtition, ſhe is the child of Diſcontent, and her 
„ followers are Fear and Sorrow. Thus diffe- 
rent as we are, ſhe has often the infolence to 
“ aſſume my name and character, and ſeduces un- 
“ happy mortals to think us the ſame, till ſhe, at 
length, drives them to the borders of deſpair, 
“that dreadfut abyſs into which you were jult 
« going to ſink. | | 
Look round and ſurvey the various beauties of 
© the globe, which heaven has deſtined for the ſeat 
© of human race, and conſider whether a world 
6 thus exquiſitely framed could be meant for the 
„ abode of miſery and pain. For what end has the 
“ Javiſh hand of Providence diffuſed ſuch innumer 
able objects of delight, but that all might rejoice 
« in the privilege X* exiſtence, and be filled with 
« gratitude to the beneficent author of it? Thus 
e to enjoy the bleſſings he has ſent, is virtue and 
* obedience; and to reject them merely as means 
D 4 0 
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of pleaſure, is pitiable ignorance, or abſurd per- 
verſeneſs. Infinite goodneſs is the ſource of 
created exiſtence; the proper tendency of every 
rational being, from the higheſt order of rap- 
tured ſeraphs, to the meaneſt rank of men, is 
to riſe inceſſantly from lower degrees of happi- 
neſs to higher. They have each faculties aſſigned 
them for various orders of delights.” 

5“ What, cried J, is this the language of Reli- 
gion? Does ſhe lead her votaries through flow- 
ery paths, and bid them paſs an unlaborious life? 
Where are the painful toils of virtue, the morti- 
fications of -penitents, the ſelf-denying exerciſes 
of ſaints and heroes?“ 

The true enjoyments of a reaſonable being,” 


anſwered ſhe mildly, ** do not conſiſt in unbound- 
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ed indulgence, or luxurious eaſe, in the tumult 
of paſſions, the languor of indolence, or the 


flutter of light amuſements. Yielding to immo- 


ral pleaſure corrupts the mind, living to animal 
and trifling ones debaſes it; both in their degree 
diſqualify it for its genuine good, and conſign it 
over to wretchedneſs. Whoever would be really 
happy muſt make the diligent and regular exer- 
ciſe of his ſuperior powers his chief attention, 
adoring the perfections of his Maker, expreſſing 

-will to his fellow-creatures, cultivating in- 
ward rectitude. To his lower faculties he muſt 
allow ſuch gratifications as will, by refreſhing him, 
invigorate his nobler purſuits. In the regions in- 
habited by angelick natures, unmingled felicity 
for ever blooms, joy flows there with a perpetual 
and abundant ftream, nor needs there any mound 
to check its courſe, Beings, conſcious of a frame 
of mind originally diſeaſed, as all the human race 
has cauſe to be, muſt uſe the regimen of a ſtricter 


ſelf-government. Whoever has been guilty of 


volu u- 


— 


8 2 * —_ at 


66 
oc 


10 
66 
ce 
60 
64 


40 


YOUNG LADIES. 97 


voluntary exceſſes muſt patiently ſubmit both to 
the painful workings of nature, and needful ſe- 
verities of medicine, in order to his cure. Still 
he is intitled to a moderate ſhare of whatever 
alleviating accommodations this fair manſion. of 
his merciful parent affords, conſiſtent with his 
recovery. And in proportion as this recovery 
advances, the relief joy will ſpring from his 
ſecret ſenſe of an amended and improving heart. 
— So far from the horrors of deſpair is the con- 
dition even of the guilty.—Shudder, poor mor- 
tal, at the thought of the gulph into which thou 
waſt but now going to plunge. 

“ While the moſt faulty have ever encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent ſoul will be 
ſupported with ſtill ſweeter conſolations under all 
its experience of human infirmities ; ſupported by 
the gladdening aſſurances that every ſincere en- 
deavour to ont-grow- them ſhall be aſſiſted, ac- 


« cepted, and rewarded... To ſuch a one the lowlieſt 


cc 
te 
cc 
«c 


ſelf-abaſement is but a deep-laid foundation for 
the moſt elevated hopes; ſince they who faith» 
fully examine and acknowledge what they are, 
ſhall be enabled under my conduct to become 
what they deſire. The chriſtian and the. heroe 
are inſeparable; and to aſpirings of unaſſuming 
truſt, and filial confidence, are ſet no bounds. 
To him who is animated with a view of obtain- 
ing approbation from the ſavereign of the uni- 
verſe, no difficulty is inſurmountable. Secure in 
this 2 of every needful aid, his conflict with 
the ſevereſt pains and trials, is little more than 
the vigorous exerciſes of a mind in health. His 
patient dependence on that providence which 
looks through all eternity, his lent reſignation, 
his ready accommodation of his thoughts and be- 
haviour to its inſcrutable ways, is at once the 
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«© moſt excellent ſort of ſelf-denial, and a ſource of 
ce the moſt exalted tranſports. Society is the true 
& ſphere of human virtue. In focial, active life, 
« difficulties will perpetually be met with; reſtraints 
« of many kinds will be neceffary ; and ſtudying to 
« behave right in reſpe& of thefe is a diſcipline of 
« the human heart, uſeful to others, and improv- 
« ing to itſelf, Suffering is no duty but where it 
ec is neceſſary to avoid guilt, or to do good; nor 
& pleaſure a crime, but where it ſtrengthens the in- 
ce fluence of bad inclinations, or leſſens the gene- 
& rous activity of virtue. The happineſs allotted to 
6“ man in his preſent ſtate, is indeed faint and low, 
compared with this immortal profpes, and no- 
[© ble capacities; but yet whatever portion of it 
the diftributing hand of heaven offers to each in- 
« dividual, is a needful ſupport and refreſhment for 
« the preſent moment, ſo far as it may not hinder 
«© the attaining his final deſtination. \ 
Return then with me from continual miſery to 
© moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity. Re- 
ce turn from the contracted views of ſolitude to the 
t proper duties of a relative and dependent being; 
„ Religion is not confined to cells and cloſets, 
* nor reſtrained to ſullen retirement. Theſe are 
„ the gloomy doctrines of Superſtition, by which 
«- ſhe endeavours to break thoſe chains of benevo- 
ec Jence and ſocial affection, that link the welfare 
ce of every particular with that of the whole. Re- 
«© member that the greateſt honour you can pay 
& to the author of your being is by ſuch a cheer- 
.< ful behaviour, as diſcovers a mind fatisfied with 
< his diſpenſations.“ | 
Here my preceptreſs pauſed, and I was going to 
- expreſs my acknowledgments for her diſcourſe, 
When a ring of bells from the neighbouring village, 
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and a new-riſen ſun darting-his beams through my 
windows, awaked me. | 


Jam, Yours, &c. 


— 


ALLE GOR x VI. 
TEMPLE ox CONTENTMENT. 


A ONG the various complaints, by which 
mankind diſcover, at once, both their im- 
perfections and unhappineſs, there are none more 
common than that they ſtill meet with vexation and 
diſappointment, how cautious ſoever they may be to 
prevent them. They ſeem mighty well inclined to 
remove all blame from themſelves, and are not un- 
willing ſometimes to accuſe Providence in the go- 
vernment of the world, which they think might be 
managed to much better advantage, They would 
have the order of things inverted, and even” the 
very elements ſubſervient to their pleaſure, which, 
perhaps, is placed only in ſome - vain imagination, 
or irregular caprice. The truth is, we are very 
apt to deceive ourſelves by purſuing every looſe 
deſire and wandering appetite, and while we think 
we are laying a ſure* foundation of happineſs, for 
want of ſufficient knowledge, we ſpend our whole 
labour in vain, and bujld all our hope upon the un- 
certain object of fancy. Thus we reject the natu- 
ral and proper ſatisfactions of our kind, tempe- 
rance, faith, honeſty, generoſity ; and embrace 
| D 6 luxury, 
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luxury, treachery, ambition, covetouſneſs ; yet 
ſometimes even in the purſuit of theſe falſe images 
of happineſs, our better genius prevails, and we 
are led by an unſeen power to the enjoyment of our 
trueſt good, and real happineſs. 

As I was carried by a courſe of thinking into 
theſe reflections, the moon began to ſhine into m 
window, which was open in Summer, EE 
with a numberleſs variety of twinkling ſtars, which 
diffuſed their beams all over the firmament, The 
ſilent majeſty of the night, and the fulneſs of the 
moon, together with thoſe innumerable drops of 
light, which ſeem to be ſcattered through the infi- 
nite ſpaces of the ſkies, in a kind of beautiful con- 
fuſion filled my mind with an agreeable admiration 
A the Deity. | 

As I contemplated the ſtillneſs of the night, and 
the filence and repoſe which were diffuſed over, all 
the wide proſpect, I was inſenſibly ſeized with a 
gentle flumber, in which I had the following 
viſion : 12: 
1 found myſelf upon an high hill, around which 
was the moſt beautiful proſpect I had ever ſeen. 
The country all about was cultivated in the beſt 
manner, and diſtinguiſhed with gardens, vineyards, 
olive-yards, and fields of ripe corn ſcattered up and 
down in the valleys; and, by the fide of hills, were 
villages with a great many churches and temples of 
religion: at a diſtance as far as I could fee, was the 
ocean; upwards from which my eye followed a 
large navigable river, and upon its banks an impe- 
rial city adorned with towns, temples, and lofty 
palaces. 

I had immediately a great inclination: to go for- 
ward to that beautiful city, which ſeemed to be 
the queen of many nations. Before me, at the bot- 
tom of the hill were three ways, one on * 
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hand, which led down through rows of gay flouriſh- 
ing lime-trees into a flowery meadow, which ſeemed 
to be extended as far as I could fee. On the left 
hand, exactly oppoſite to the former, was another 
path, which ſeemed pretty much uſed, and yet 
was horrid, and rough with thorns and briars, 
which were laid over the way. Rocks and preci- 
pices, dark caves and frightful paſſages, ſeemed 
to make a journey that way very uncomfortable. 
Strait before me was the third road, not fo wide 
as the two former, nor ſo much uſed, which yet 
ſeemed to lead directly to the city whither I was 
deſirous to go. As I was very anxious which of 
the three ways to take, I ſaw, at a diſtance, in the 
ſtrait road, a perſon. of a good appearance, whom I 
did not yet diſcover to be man or woman. As-I 
drew nearer, I found ſhe was of the female ſex ; 
ſhe walked lowly, and with an even compoſed 
pace. Her mein was noble and majeſtic, her dreſs 
neither mean nor pompous : ſhe wore a long white 
gown flowing down to her feet ; it was gathered to 
her waiſt with a purple zone, and faſtened with a 
buckle of gold ; her habit was healthful, her look 
ſerene, with a mixture of gentleneſs and ſeverity, * 
ſach as the old poets have deſcribed in Minerva. 
Her arms, one of which was all bare, had neither a 
delicate ſoftneſs nor a diſagreeable roughneſs, but 
were round and ſtrong, and ſeemed as it they were 
ſometimes exerciſed in labour. Her hair was 
gathered behind her head in a knot, and the ends 
that were not bound flowed looſely down, and juſt 
fell on the top of her ſhoulders ; ſhe had the pa- 
razonium in her right-hand, and a golden bridle and 
a pair of compaſſes of the ſame metal in her left. 
I felt myſelf ſurpriſed with an inexpreſſible pleaſure, 
and that kind of reverence, which is mixt with joy 
and approbation, at the preſence of this amiable 
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lady. I attempted to ſpeak, but was ſeized with a 
| ing fear which ſtopped my tongue; when 
Virtue, for now I knew her by her dreſs and aw- 
ful behaviour, 'perceiving the condition I was in, 
gracefully advancing prevented me, and ſpoke after 
this manner : 
I know, ſays ſhe, you are going to the Temple 
of Contentment, though your curioſity leads you 
to that city which you ſee before you at a diſtance. 
I faw you coming down the hill and made haſte to 
you leſt you ſhould have taken either of the other 
ways, which would have diſappointed you. That 
way, continued ſhe, pointing to the left-hand, leads 
to Danger, through gloomy vales and rugged paſ- 
ſages, thither the malicious, wrathful, and thoſe 
who are hurried by violent paſſions are carried; 
and that way too Melancholy brings her votaries to 
the regions of Deſpair. This way, pointing to 
the right, pleaſure, with Gaiety, Luxury, and 
Laſeiviouſneſs, leads through ſmiling groves, and 
walks ſtrewed with flowers. The beginning is 
pleaſant, but the end deſtructive. It leads to a 
large circle, through mazes and labyrinths, and at 
length comes into thoſe diſmal places -whither the 
left-hand way goes by a ſhorter journey. Pleaſure 
herſelf uſually fits at the entrance, and entices the 
imprudent and unwary by fair promiſes and allur- 
Ing ſpeeches ; ſhe has a thouſand arts of deceit, by 
which ſhe courts. men to her deſtruction. She is 
familiar and bold with thoſe whom ſhe thinks ſhe 
can conquer, but dares not attempt the wiſe and 
conſiderate, among whom I am glad to find you 
are chuſing the middle way to Contentment, Here 
an authority with which ſhe ſpoke, and a con- 
ciouſneſs of my own imperfections, increaſed my 
fear, which gave her occaſion to proceed thus : be 
not ſurpriſed, ſaid ſhe, nor fear any thing from 
me; 
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me; Tam the ſiſter of that Religion which came 
from heaven about two thouſand years ago to teach 
mankind the way thither, It is 2 her I am here, 
to ſhew you the way to happineſs, follow me, and 
though you will meet with ſome difficulties, be 
aſſured you ſhall overcome them all, and find your 
journey eaſy and delightful : * her ways are ways of 
« pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace.” By this 
time I began to recover myſelf, and take pleaſure in 
the converſation of my amiable companion. And 
now the birds began to ng, the ſky was clear, and 
the heat of the ſun was ſecluded by high trees, 
which over-ſhaded the walk. As we went along I 
began to ſhew ſome inclination of going towards 
the right-hand, farther into the grove, when my 
guide, looking ſeriouſly upon me with ſome con- 
cern, bid me beware of going too far that way 
alone, for it would lead me down to the paths of 
Pleaſure ; but if I had a great deſire of ſeeing a 
little farther into the grove, ſhe wonld attend me 
willingly. As ſhe ſaid this ſhe led me down a long 
walk, at the end of which was a marble ſtatue 
with two faces, one looking each way; this ſhe 
told me was Indifference, and here, ſays ſhe, we 
muſt ſtop. Then, pointing with her hand, ſhe 
ſhewed me, at a diſtance, a riſing ground ſet out 
in gravel walks and parterres, with fountains be- 
tween, and rows of trees all around. Soft breezes 
wafted ſweet odours all over the place, and little 
Cupids flew over the walks, or lay hid among the 
flowers. In the middle was a young man dreſſed 
fantaſtically with ſilk and ribbons ; his head was 
crowned with a chaplet of flowers, and he was 
followed by a company of beautiful nymphs, danc- 
ing diſorderly to ſoft airs and wanton muſick. 
'They did not continue long, but went off into the 
walks, which led into the vale of Pleaſure. * 
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would fain have. followed them, but my guide 
ſnatched me by the arm, led me back again; and 
croſſing the middle way, we deſcended into a cloſe 
valley furrounded with black woods, at the further 
end of which was a dark cave, which nature had 
formed out of the hanging rocks, that ſeemed to 
have their tops broken and ready to fall; at the 
other end of this diſmal cavern, where we came 
- again into open air, was a vaſt lake, whoſe waters 
were black and immoveable. And now, methought, 
the face of nature was changed on a ſudden ; the 
hollow winds whiſtled among the broken rocks, 
and inſtead of that pleaſing. brightneſs and ſun - 
- ſhine which I obſerved before, the moon now was 
ſeated high in her meridian, and gave an obſcure 
light, which was partly ſtopped, and partly admit- 
ted, through the cloyſters of an old ruined monaſ- 
try. Under the cloyſters I ſaw a woman im the 
dreſs and habit of a nun, fitting upon a grave- 
ſtone; ſhe had her eyes fixed upon a little ſtream, 
which murmured at her feet, and ſeemed as if the 
liſtened to the tolling of a bell, which was heard 


from a great way off over the long lake. I could 


not obſerve that ſhe moved at all, but fat in the 
ſame poſture all the while we walked by, without 
taking any notice of us; I was much concerned, 
and had not my guide reproved me, I think I ſhould 
have fat down, and ſtaid with her; who, taking 
me by the hand, led me back again into the ſame 
place, in the middle way, from whence we firſt 
declined. She ſaw I was ſolicitous to know what 
could be the meaning of ſuch exceſſive joy in one 
place, and ſo much ſadneſs in the other ; and after 
ſhe had given me ſuch marks of favour, as might 
encourage me to hear her with attention, ſhe thus 
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That perſon, ſays ſhe, whom we ſaw firſt, at- 
tended with nymphs, with ſo much jollity and 
wanton mirth, was Gaiety; the ſorrowful perſon 
was Melancholy. They are neitker of them, you 
ſee, far removed from the way that leads to Con: 
tentment, 

But the former is apt to run too far in the paths 
of Pleaſure, and when once he gets beyond the 
temple that had this inſcription over the entrance, 
„To the unknown God,” he forgets Religion, 
without which it is impoſſible ever to arrive at Con- 
tentment, and deviates into Atheiſm. 

Melancholy, on the other hand, is full of Super- 
ſtition, and by the force of a certain gloomineſs of 
temper is ſometimes ſeen to wander farther into the 
horrors of the wood, towards the manſions of En- 
thuſiaſm; and contrary to Atheiſm (who believes 
nothing is to be attributed to God and Providence) 
continually fills her imagination with _ ghaſtly 
ſpectres, and hideous forms of Deity, and will 
ſometimes torture herſelf, as if ſhe thought the 
Supreme Being was delighted with the unhappineſs 
of his creatures. But do you, ſays fhe, (looki 
ſtedfaſtly upon me) remember, that though theſs 
two different ways feem not much ſeparated from 
the middle path of Virtue, yet they lead to places 
very far diſtant, and both at laſt end in Miſery. 
Search your own heart diligently and think often 
upon theſe things. I ſee you have that ſocial 
principle ſtrongly impreſſed upon your mind of 
being pleaſed with accommodating yourſelf to the 
* genius and inclinations of others, and being 
moved with correſpondent diſpoſitions ; but even 
this, however good in itſelf, and though it be 
the ſource of much ſatisfaction, muſt yet be care - 
fully tempered and well-regulated, leſt by in- 
creaſing your pleaſures it confound your —_ 
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«© Have courage therefore (ſays ſhe, raiſing her 
voice] and throw away both your having too 
& great complaiſance in. being joined with others 
© in their mirth and pleaſures, and alfo all immo- 
( derate concern for their misfortunes, and take 
% care of your own ſteps, while you follow me up 
«this hill.“ 

With theſe words encouraged I reſolved to fol- 
low, thaugh the way ſeemed very ſteep and' difh- 
cult. After a ſhort labour at the beginning, and as 
Toon as I had reſigned myſelf to my guide with a 
willing reſolution to climb ap the hill, I perceived 
myſelf more eaſy than before, and trod as it were 
upon a plain; when lifting up my eyes, I found the 
- mountain was removed. Not far before us the 
Temple of Contentment roſe upon a row of marble 
pillars of the Doric order. As we approached the 
temple I was touched with a ſecret pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction, which I had never felt before (it was 
greater than you receive from reading the verſes of 
Homer, Virgil, or Miltun, and more than is per- 
ceived in the ſublime demonſtrations of Newton.) 
The Temple itſelf was fituate on a riſing ground, 
and every thing about it was filled with the moſt 
agreeable delight. The trees were intermixt in 
the plains without any order, but that in which 
nature *had planted them, while the little birds 
ſung in their branches, and clear rivulets watered 
their roots. The fun ſhone with an unuſual bright- 
neſs, and varied the trees with a chearful verdure. 
There was a ſquare court before the Temple, and 
on each ſide a walk, which faced the front of a 
ſtatue of white marble ; on the left-hand was Ex- 
erciſe with a bow in her hand, and a quiver full of 
arrows at her ſhoulder. On the right-hand was 
the ſtatue of Contemplation ; her looks were erec- 
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book, and upon the back of it was written in let- 
ters of gold, The Bible.” Over the door of the 
Temple was this inſcription, © In the firſt place 
« worſhip God ;” through the veſtible we came 
into a large round hall ; the walls were white and 
clean, but unadorned. At a convenient diſtance 
were placed here alſo two other ſtatues of white 
marble, one of Wiſdom, the other of Good-nature. 
A marble arch divided this room from the next, 
which formed another front to the 'Temple ; over 
the arch was written in golden letters, © Know 
« thyſelf ;” over the door of the front J alſo read, 
« Dare ſtranger to deſpiſe riches.” As I was ſtand» 
ing before this front, which lay open as the other 
to a large ſquare court, I ſpied an old man with a 
great number of bags under his arm, fome were 
faſtened to his girdle, with the weight of which he 
could ſcarce walk. His conntenance was much 
diſtorted with care and anxiety. He came ſlowly 
forward, and as he drew nearer I perceived him to 
be Covetouſneſs ; and as he ſtood at k ſmall diftance 
from the door he looked up with pain and read the 
inſcription, which he had no ſooner done, than I 
obſerved his viſage was diſtorted into a thouſand 
horrid forms ; and after having carefully counted 
all his bags; and tied them faſter, he went away 
with great uneaſineſs. As the old man was goin 

off, he was met by another pale man, and almo 

naked, except only a few tattered rags which were 
tied about his waiſt, His name was Poverty. He 
caſt an envious look upon the old man with his 
bags, and without coming any nearer to the Temple, 
went back into the gloomy vale of Deſpair, The 
next that appeared was a very beautiful lady in a 
gilt coach with ſix very fine horſes; ſhe was dreft 
in a rich brocade with diamonds and jewels ; ſhe 
was of mean extraction, but had married a _ 
or 
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for the ſake of his title ; her name was Pride. She 
offered | herſelf very gracefully to a venerable old 
man who ſtood on that ſide of the Temple to ad- 
mit ſtrangers. He deſired her to diſmiſs her atten- 
dants, and further explained to her the uſeful in- 
ſcription written over the arch within the Temple. 
Upon this, caſting a ſcornful ſmile, ſne ordered her 
coachman to drive away. To this ſucceeded three 
female companions; they advanced with equal ſteps, 
and ſeemed to have the ſimilitude of ſiſters. Their 
geſture was decent and compoſed, their counte- 
nances open and eaſy, and their whole behaviour 
graceful and amiable; one of them had a cornuco- 
pia in her hand, and was called Benevolence ; the 
other two were Temperance - and Chearfulneſs 
They deſired: admittance with a peculiar madeſty, 
and a certain air of ſatisfaction, which ſhewed they 
could not be refuſed : accordingly they went ints 
the Temple, and were placed among the few who 
had been before admitted. Here I felt an un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction, which ariſing from the ſource 
of my own happineſs, and of thoſe who were with 
me in the Tem ple, broke forth into- the following 
rhapſody: 

| Hail 6 fields -. Delightful plains ! Fit man- 
ſions of the good and wile! And you ye ſacred 
groves, all hail! Gladly I now approach your 
peaceful ſhades, and tread your bliſsful walks with 
ſecret joy while in deep contemplation, calm and 
compoſed, yet with ſoft raptures filled, in thought 
ſerene, I view an unmixed beauty diffuſed over all 
your regions, and reflefting on >a gladneſs you 
inſpire, adore the genius of the place. Hail fove- 
reign. good! Supreme cauſe ! Sole author and 
creator of whatever is good and amiable ! Thy- 
felf all love ! who deigneſt to unveil thyſelf here in 
thy works, and with communicated grace makelt 

. every 
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every thing ſeem lovely. From thee the clear tranſ- 
parent ſtreams flow down the hills watering the 
fruitful plains ; the trees from thee receive their va - 
rious green, ſmiling with chearful verdure, whilſt - 
innumerable birds' ſing joyous in the branches, 
The groves reſound with harmony! The heavens 
ſhed down their pureſt influence! and vernal airs 
awakening all the ſecret powers of nature, unfold 
the ſwelling buds, and fill the heart of man and 
beaſt with gladneſs! Great light of heaven ! Thou 
image of, original brightneſs ! How gladly I behold 
thy beams ! With what amazing progreſs doſt thou 
ſpread invigorating heat and genial life, widely 
diffuſed through all thy ſpacious ſyſtems ! and, like 
the all-bounteous mind that formed thee, poureſt 
thy ſoft light and kindly warmth on all! The juſt 
and unjuſt alike partake thy beams, yet with diffe- 
rent effects; by theſe thy beauties are unſeen, thy 
charms unfelt, while thoſe exalted by thy all-en-_ 
livening rays, aſcend ' to heaven their proper ſeat, 
and viewing the eternal ſpring of light, confeſs their 
beams derived from thence, and own with joy 
thine and their great creator. Hail ſovereign good ! 
Supreme cauſe ! with thee my thoughts begin, 
with thee fhall end ; for they too are derived from 
thee, thy workmanſhip, almighty artiſt ! Thou 
author and difpoſer of mankind ! Thee they ac- 
knowledge and invoke, owning thy. power as uni- 
verſal as thy goodneſs ; who through the dark and 
intricate ways of this frail ſtate leadeſt us to life 
immortal! Thy providence is conſpicuous in the 
order of the world, where each thing well propor- 
tioned agrees in the ſame deſign, conſpiring to pro- 
mote the beauty and perfection of the whole. Thou 
unconfined to place, giveſt grace and harmony to 
all things; this univerſal frame, this ſpacious world, 
thy Tewple; in a ſmall part of which beauteous, 
though 
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though ſmall, thou haſt placed man, thy inferior 
prieſt, to offer up his joyful praiſe, and moved with 
gratitude to adore thy goodneſs ; till raiſed by thy 
all-forming care, and cheriſhed by thy bounteoug 
faveur, he, by degrees, advances in an higher 
place, ſtill riſing nearer to perfection; whilſt fitly, 
with juſt order and unerring laws, thou diſtributed 
to him here the various forts of pain and pleaſure, 
- till chaſtened and ſubdued to purer joys, he may, 
at laſt, be attracted to thyſelf, and ſatisfied with 
thy perfections, For in thy preſence is fulneſs of 
joy, and at thy right-hand are pleaſures for evet · 
** more.“ 


eee eee 


ALLEGORY vil. 
"REST any LABOUR. 
| Quod cares altern requie durabile bi of. Ovid. 
| Alternate reſt and labour Jong endure. 


N the early ages of the world, as is well known 
to thoſe who are verſed in ancient traditions, 
when innocence was yet untainted, and ſimplicity 


unadulterated, mankind was happy in the 'enjoy- 


ment of continual pleaſure, and. conſtant plenty, 
under the protection of Reſt; a gentle divinity, 
who required of her worſhippers neither altars nor 
ſacrifices, and whoſe rites were only performed by 
pteſtrations upon turfs of flowers in ſhades of jaſ- 
mine 
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mine and myrtle, or by dances on the banks of ri- 
vers flowing with milk and nectar. 

Under this eaſy government the firſt generations 
breathed the fragrance of perpetual ſpring, eat the 
fruits, which, without culture, fell ripe into their 
hands, and ſlept under bowers arched by nature, 
with the birds ſinging over their heads, and the 
beaſts ſporting about them. But by degrees they 
began to loſe their original integrity; each, though 
there was more than enough for all, was deſirous 
of appropriating part to himſelf, Then entered 
violence and fraud, and theft and rapine. Soon 
after pride and envy broke into the world, and 
brought with them a new ſtandard of wealth ; for 
men, who till then thought themſelves rich when 
they wanted nothing, now rated their demands, not 
by the calls of nature, but by the plenty of others ; 
and began to conſider themſelves as poor- when 
they beheld their own — exceeded by thoſe 
of their neighbours. Now only one could be hap- 
py, becauſe only one could have moſt, and that one 
was always in danger, - leſt the ſame arts by which 
he had ſupplanted others ſhould be practiſed upon 
himſelf. : 

Amidſt the prevalence of this corruption, the 
ſtate of the earth was changed ; the year was divid- 
ed into ſeaſons ; part of the ground became barren, 
and the reſt yielded only berries, acorns, and herbs, 
The ſummer and autumn indeed furniſhed a coarſe 
and inelepant ſufficiency, but winter was withont 
any relief; Famine, with a thouſand diſeaſes, which 
the inclemency of the air invited into the upper 
regions, made havock among men, and there ap- 
peared to be danger leſt they ſhould be deſtroyed 
before they were reformed. PTS 

To oppoſe the devaſtations of Famine, who 


ſcattered the ground every where with carcaſes, 
Labour 


d 
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Labour came down upon earth. Labour was the 
ſon of Neceſſity, the nurſeling of Hope, and the 
pupil of Art; he had the ſtrength of his mother, 
the ſpirit of his nurſe, and the dexterity of his 
governeſs. His face was wrinkled with the wind, 
and ſwarthy with the ſun; he had the implements 
of huſbandry in one hand, with which he turned 
up the earth; in the other he had the tools. of 
architecture, and raiſed walls and towers at his 
pleaſure. He called out with a rongh voice, 
% Mortals! ſee heie the power to whom you are 
* conſigned, and from whom you are to hope for 
s all your pleaſures, and all your ſafety. You have 
long languiſhed under the dominion of reſt, 
an impotent and deceitful goddeſs, who can nei. 
ther protect nor relieve you, but reſigns you to 
te the firſt attacks of either famine or diſeaſe, and 
« ſuffers her ſhades to be invaded by every enemy, 
“ and deſtroyed by every accident. 
„„ Awake therefore to the call of Labour, I 
&« will teach you to remedy the ſterility, of the 
« earth, and the ſeverity of the ſky ; I will compel 
„ ſummer to find proviſions for the winter; I will 
<<: force the waters to give you their fiſh, the air its 
„ fowls, and the foreſt its beafts; I will teach you 
* to pierce the bowels of the earth, and bring out 
1% from the caverns of the mountains metals which 
„ ſhall give ſtrength to your hands, and ſecurity to 
your bodies, by which you may be covered from 
„ the aſſaults of the fierceſt beaſts, and with which 
% you ſhall fell the oak, and divide rocks, and 
« ſubject all nature to your uſe and pleaſure.” 
- Encouraged by this magniticent invitation, the 
inhabitants of the globe conſidered Labour as their 
- only friend, and haſted to his command, He led 
them out to the fields and mountains, and ſhewed 
—_ how to open mines, to level hills, to drain 
marſhes, 
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marſhes, - and change the courſe of i rivers.” The 
face of things was immediately transformed; the 
land was covered with towns and villages, encom- 
paſſed with fields of corn, and plantations of fruit - 
trees; and nothing was ſeen but heaps of grain, 
and baſkets of fruit, full tables, and crouded Gare- 
houſes. + 

Thus Labour. and his - followers added every 
hour new acquiſitions to their. conqueſts, and ſaw 


Famine gradually diſpoſſeſſed of his dominions; till | 
at laſt, amidſt their jollity and triumphs, they were 


depreſſed and amazed by the approach of: Laſlitude, 
who was known by her ſunk eyes, and dejected 
countenance, She came forward trembling and 
groaning : at every groan: the hearts of all thoſe 


that beheld her loſt their courage, their nerves . 


Nlackened, their, hands ſhook, and the inſtruments 
of labour fell from' their, graſp. TS 

Shocked with this horrid phantom they refleted 
with regret on their eaſy compliance with the ſoli- 
citations of Labour, and began to wiſh again for 
the golden hours whom: they remembered to hay. 
paſſed under the reign of Reſt; which they 3 


againſt to viſit, and to whom they intended to 


dedicate the remaining part of their lives. Reſt 
had not left the world; they quickly found her, 


and to atone for their former deſettion, invited her 


to the enjoyment of thoſe acquiſitions which La- 
bour had procured them. 
Reſt therefore took leave of the groves and val- 


lies, which ſhe Had hitherto inhabited, and enters 


ed into palaces, repoſed herſelf in alcoves, and 
flumbered away the winter upon beds of down, and 
the ſummer in artificial grottos with caſcades play- 

ing before her. There was indeed always 0 ome 
thing wanting to complete her felicity, and ſhe 


FE never lull her returning fugitives to that ſere- 
: E nity, 


| 
[ 
N 
N 
' 
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nity; which they knew before-their enga 


| ſeize upon 


© 1 that could tell of no misfortune. 


— 


with Labour : nor was her dominion intirely with- 
out oon;oul, for iſhe Was obliged to ſhare it Mh 
Exxury, though ſhe always looked upon her as a 
falſe friend, by whom her influence was n 
deſtroyed, while it ſeemed to be promoted. 

The two ſoft aſſociates, however, reigned for 
fome” time without vidible dliſagreemont, till at laſt 
1 ayed her 3 „ fhroddery Diſeaſe to 
\"Reft then flew away, 
— de aſvepers ; who employed 
all their arts to their on, 
aud to ſtrengthen the iutereſt of each other... 
Reſt had not always the fame enemy: in ſome 
places ſue eſeaped the ineurſions of Diſeaſe; but 
had her reſidence invaded by a more flow and fubtle 
ntruder, for very frequently, when every thing was 
compoſed and quiet, when there was neither pain 
within, nor danger without, when every flower was 

in bloom, and every gale freighted with perfumes, 


Saticty would enter with a languiſhing and repin- 


g look, and throw herſelfiwpon the couch placed 
and-adorned?for:the accommodation of Reſt. No 
ſooner was the ſeated than a general gloom ſpread 
Hf on<every/Gide, the groves immediately loſt their 
verdute, and their inhabitants deſiſted from their 


melody, the breeze ſunk in ſighs, and the flowers 


contracted their leaves and ſhut up their odours. 
Nothing was ſeen on every ſide but multitudes wan- 
deriug about they knew not whither, in queſt they 


knew not of what; no voice was heard but of 


eom plaints that mentioned uo pain, and murmurs . 


Reſt had now loſt „ Her followers 
to treat her with contempt ; ſome of 


chem united themſelves more cloſely to Luxury, 


ell penal by . dxive Satiety — 


8 
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and others that were more wiſe or had more forti- 
tude, went back again to labour, by whom they 
Were indeed protected from Satiety, but delivered 
up in time to Laſſitude, and forced by her to the 
bowers of Relt. | 

Thus Reſt and Labour equally perceived their 
reign of ſhort duration and uncertain tenure, and 
their empire liable to inroads from thoſe who were 
alike enemies to both. They each found their ſub- 
jets unfaithful, and ready to deſert them upon 
every opportunity. Labour ſaw the riches which 
he had given, always carried away as an offering to 
Reſt, and Reſt found her votaries in every exi- 
gence flying from her to beg belp of Labour. They, 
therefore, at laſt determined upon an interview, in 
which they agreed to divide the world between 
them, and govern it alternately, allotting the domi- 
nion of the day to one, and that of the night to 
the other, ſo that, whenever hoſtilities were at- 
tempted, Satiety ſhould be intercepted. by Labaur, 
and Laſſitude expelled by Reſt. Thus the ancient 
quarrel was appeaſed, and as hatred is often ſug- 
ceeded by its contrary, Reſt afterwards "became 
pregnant. by Labour, and was delivered of Heaith, 
a benevolent goddeſs, who conſolidated the union of 
her parents, and contributed to the regular viciſ- 
ſitudes af their reign, by diſpenſing her gifts to 
thoſe only who ſhared their lives in juſt proportions 
between Reſt and Labour. by 
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eee fair Truth in Fiction we diſguiſe, 


| 10 | nN e ere 


ABLES were the firſt pieces of wit that WER 


5 F their appearance in the world, and have been 
I 


highly valned not only in times of the greateſt 


 Nniplicity, butamong the moſt polite ages of mankind. 


JÞtham's Fable of the Trees is the oldeſt that. is ex- 
tant, and as beautifnl as any which have been made 
fitce that time. Nathan's Fable of the poor Man 
and his Lamb is likewiſe more ancient than any that 

is extant, beſides the above-mentioned, and had ſo 
good an effect, as to convey inſtruction to the ear 
of a king without offending it, and to bring the man 
after God's own heart to a right ſenſe of his guilt 
and his duty. We find Xſop in the moſt diſtant 
ages of Greece; and if we look into the very begin- 
ings of the commonwealth of Rome, we ſee a mu- 
tiny among the common peop ple appeaſed by a fable 
of the belly and the limbs, which was indeed very 


| Proper to gain the attention of an incenſed rabble, 


at a time when perhaps they would have torn to 


pieces any man who had — the ſame doctrine 
to 
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to them in an open and direct manner. As fables 
took their birth in the very infancy of learning, they 
never flouriſned more than when learning was at its 
greateſt height. To juſtify this aſſerti on, I ſhall put 
my reader in: mind of Horace, the greateſt wit and 
critic in the Auguſtan age; and Boileau, the moſt 
correct poet among the moderns ; not to mention 
La Fontaine, who, by his way of writing, is come 
more into vogue than any other author of our times. 
The fables I have here mentioned are raiſed alto- 
gether upon brutes and vegetables with ſome of our 
own ſpecies mixt among them, when the moral hath 
ſv required. But beſides this kind of fable, there is 
another in which the actors are Paſſions, Virtues, 
Vices, and other imaginary perſons of the like na- 
ture. Some of the ancient critics will have it, that 
the Iliad and Odyſſey of Homer are Fables of this 
nature; and that the ſeveral names of gods and 
heroes are nothing elſe but the affactions of the mind 
in a viſible ſhape and character. Thus they tell us, 
that Achilles, in the firſt Iliad, repreſents Anger, 
or the iraſcible part of human nature; that upon 
drawing his ſword: againſt his ſuperior in a full aſ- 
ſembly, -Pallas is only another name for Reaſon, 
which checks and adviſes him upon that occaſion 
and at her firſt appearance touches him upon the 
head, that part of the man being looked upon as the 
ſeat of Reaſon. And thus of the reſt of the poem. 
As for the Odyſſey, I think it is plain that Horace 
conſidered it as one of theſe allegorical fables, by the 
moral which he has given us of ſeveral parts of it. 
The greateſt [talian wits have applied themſelves to 
the writing of this latter kind of fables: as Spen- 
cer's Fairy- Queen is one continued ſeries of them 
from the beginning to the end of that admirable 
work. If we look into the fineſt proſe - autt ors of 
antiquity, ſuch as Cicero, Plato, Xenophon, and 
E 3 many 
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many others, we ſhall find that this was likewiſe their 
favourite kind of fable. I ſhall only farther obſerve. 
upon it, that the firſt of this fort that made any 
conſiderable figure in the world, was that of Her- 


cales meeting with Pleaſure and Virtue ; which was, 


invented by Prodicus, who lived before Socrates, 
and in the firſt dawaings of philoſophy. _ He uſed 
to travel through Greece by virtue of this fable, 


which procured him a kind reception in all the mar- 


ket-towns, where he never failed telling it as ſoon as 
he had gathered an audience about him. 
After this ſhort preface, which I have made up of 


| ſach materials as my memory does at preſent ſuggeſt 


to me, before I preſent my reader with a fable of this 


kind, Which I deſign as the entertaiament of the 


preſent- paper, I malt in a few words open the oc - 
caſion of it. 

In the account which Plato gives us of the conver- 
ſation- and behaviour of Socrates, the morning he 


Was to die, he tells the following circumſtance, + 


When the fetters of Socrates were knocked off (as 


was {ual to be done on the day that the condemned | 


perſon was to be executed) being ſeated in the midſt 
of his diſciples, and laying one of his legs over the 


other, i in a very unconcerned poſture, he began to rub 


itwhere it had been galled by the iron; and whether 
it-was to ſhew the indifference with which he en- 
tertained the thoughts of his approaching death, or 
(after his uſual manner) to take every accaſion of 

philoſophMing upon ſome uſeful fabje®? he obſerved 


the pleaſure of that fenſation which now aroſe in thoſe 
very parts of his leg, that juſt before had been ſo ' 
mach pained by the fetter. Upon this he reflected 
on the nature of pleaſure and pain in general, and 
he conſtantly they fucceed one another. To this 
he added, that if à man of a good genius for a fa- 
* ble — Bay nagar of pleaſure . 


being followed by the other. 
It is poſſible, that if Plato 
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in that way of writing, he would probably joĩu them 
together after ſuch a manner, that it would be im- 


— 
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ble for the one to come into any place without 


bad thought it proper 


at ſuch a time to deſcribe Socrates lanching out into 
a diſcourſe which was not of a piece with the buſineſs 
of the day, he would have enlarged upon this hint, 
and have draw it out into ſome beautiful allegory 


or fable. 
tempt to write 
author. 


But ſince be bas not done it, I ſhall at- 
one myſelf in the ſpirit of that divine 


„There were two families, which, from the be- 
ginning of the world, were as oppelite to each 


«c 
ee 


© of the Furies. The habitation of this 
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other as light and darkteſs. 


The one of them 


lived in Heaven, and the other in Hell. The 
youngelt deſcendant of the firſt family was Plea» 
ſure, who was the daughter of Happineſs, who 
was the child of Virtue, who was the offspring 


of the Gods. Thele, as I ſaid before, had their 


habitation in Heaven. The youngeſt of the op- 
polite family was pain, wha was the fon of Miſery, 
who was the child of Vice, who was the offspring 


beings was in Hell. 


race of 


© The middle ſtation of nature between theſe 


two oppoſite extremes was the Earth, Which was 
inhabited by creatures of a middle kind, neither 
* {o virtuous as the one, nor ſo vicious as the other, 
but partaking of the good and bad qualities of 
theſe two oppolite families. Jupiter conſidering 
that this ſpecies commonly called man, was too 
virtuous to be miſerable, aud too vicious to be 
happy; that he might make a diſtinction between 
the good and the bad, ordered the two youngeſt 
of the above-mentianed families, Plegſure who 
Happineſs, and P ain who 


Was the daughter of 
* E 


4 


* was 
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<> way the ſon of Mifery, to meet one another upon 
this part of nature which lay in the half. way be. . 
v tween them, having promiſed to ſettle it upon 
* them both, provided they eould agree upon the 
4% diviſion of it, fo as to hare mankind between i 
«ct them. 24 * | 
£12.88 Pleafure and Pain were'no Want met in their 
< new habitation, but they immediately agreed upon 
this point, that Pleaſure ſhould take poſſeſſion of 
the virtuous, and Pain of the vicious part of that 
*+ ſpecies which was glven up to them. But, upon 
70 examining to which of them any individual they 
met with belonged, they found each of them had 
% A right to him; for that, contrary to what they 
«had ſeen, in their old places of reſidence, there 
*- was no perſon ſo vicious who had not ſome good 
in him, nor any perſon ſo virtuous who had not 
in him ſome evil. The truth of it is, they ge- 
nerally found upon ſearch; that in the moſt vicious 
man Pleaſure might lay a claim to an hundredth 
part, and that in the moſt virtuous man Pain might 
eome in for at leaſt two-thirds: "This they ſaw 
would occaſion endleſs diſputes between them, un- 
leſs they could come to ſome accommodation. To 
this end there was a marriage propoſed between 
them, and at length concluded: by this means it is 
that we” find Pleaſure and Pain are ſuch conſtant 
yoke · fellows, and that they either make their viſits 
together, or are never far aſunder. If Pain comes 
into an heart, he is quickly followed by Pleaſure; 
and if Pleaſure enters, yo may be ſure Pain is 
not far oft. a 
But notwithſtanding this marriage was very 
convenient for the two parties, it did not ſeem 
to anſwer the intention of Jupiter in ſending 
chem among mankind. To remedy therefore this 
inconvenience, it was — between them by 
« article, 
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article, and confirmed by the conſent of each fa- 
mily, that, notwithſtanding they here poſſeſſed the 
« ſpecies indifferently, upon the death of every; - 
« ſingle perſon, if he was found to have in him a 
« certain proportion of evil, he ſhould be diſpatched. 
« jnto the infernal regions by a paſſport from Pain, 
« there to dwell with Miſery, Vice, and the Furies. 
« Or on the contrary, if he had in him a certain 
« proportion of good, he ſhould: be diſpatched into 
« Heaven by a paſſport from Pleaſure, there to dwell 
« with Virtue, Happineſs, and the Gods.“ 


ALLEGORY X. 
GRIEF IAD PATIENCE. 


"Tis hard; but when we needs muſt bear, & 
Enduring Patience makes the burden light. CRREECHW. 


OW we are tortured. with the abſence of 
what we covet to. poſſeſs, when it appears to- 
be loſt to us.! what excurſions. does the ſoul make 
in imagination after it! and how does it turn into- 
itſelf again, more fooliſhly fond and dejected, at 

the diſappointment ! our grief, inſtead” of having. l 
recourſe to reaſon, Which might reſtrain it, ſearches: : 
to find a further nouriſhment. It calls upon me- 
mory ta relate the ſeveral paſſages and'circumſtances; 

of ſatisfactions. which we formerly. enjoyed; the: 
pleaſures we purchaſed: by thoſe. riches: that are 
taken from us; or the power and ſplendor of our 
departed honours; or the voice, the words, the 
books, the temper, and affections of our friends: 

8 that 


\ 
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that are deceaſed. It needs muſt happen from 
Kence, that the on ſhould often ſwell to ſach 
A fize as to burſt the heart which contains it, if 
time did not make theſe circumſtances leſs ſtrong 
and lively, ſo that reafon ſhould become a more 
3 for the paſſion, or if another deſire, 
which becomes more preſent, did not overpower 
them with a livelier repreſentation. Theſe are 
thoughts which I had, when I fell into a kind ef 
viſion upon this ſubje&t;, and may therefore ſtand for 
a proper introduction to a relation of it. 

I found myſelf upon a naked ſhore, with com- 
pany whoſe afflicted countenances witneſſed their 
conditions. Before us flowed a water, deep, ſilent, 
and called the River of Tears, which iſſuing from 
two fountains on an upper ground, encompaſſed an 
land that lay before us. The boat which plied 


in it was old and ſhattered, haviog been ſometimes 


overſet by the impatience and haſte of ſingle paſſen - 
gers to arrive at the other fide. This immediately 
was brought to us by Misfortune, who ſteers it, and 


. we were all preparing to take our places, when there 


appeared a woman of a mild and compoſed, behavi- 


our, who began to deter us from it, by repreſent- 
_ ing the dangers which would attend our voyage. 


Hereupon ſome who knew her for Patience, and 
Tome of thoſe too, who till then cried the loudeſt, 


were perſuaded by her, and returned back. The 


reſt of us went in, and ſhe (whoſe good-nature 
would not ſuffer her to forſake perſons in trouble) 
deſired leave to accompany us, that he might at 


leaſt adminiſter ſome ſmall comfort or advice While 
we fhiled. We were no ſodner embarked, but the 
boat was puſhed off, the ſheet. was ſpread ; and be- 
Ing filled with ſighs, which are the winds of that 
country, we. made a paſſage to the farther bank 


through 
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through ſeveral difficulties, of which the moſt of us 
ſeemed utterly regardleſs. 

When we landed, we perceived the iſland to be 
ſtrangely overcaſt with ogs, which no brightneſs 
could pierce, ſo that a kind of gloomy horror fat 
always brooding over it, This had ſomething in it 
very ſhocking to eaſy tempers, inſomuch that ſome 
others, whom Patience had by this time wa over, 
left us here, and privily conveyed themſelves round 
the verge of the iſland, to find a ford by which ſhe 
told them they might eſcape. 

For my part, I ſtill went along with thoſe 0 
were for piercing into the centre of the place; 
and joining themſelves to others whom we found 

upon the ſame journey, we marched ſolemnly as at 
a funeral, through bordering hedges of roſemary, and 
through a grove of yew-trees, which love to over- 
ſhadow tombs and flouriſh in church-yards. Here. 
we heard on every ſide the wailings and complaints 
of ſeveral of the inhabitants who had caſt them- 
ſelves diſconſolately at the feet of trees; and as we. 
chanced to approach any of theſe,' we might per- 
ceive them ' wringing. their hands, beating their: 
breaſts, tearing their hair, of after ſome other man- 
ner viſibly agitated with vexation. Our ſorrows: 
were heightened by the influence of what we — 
and ſaw, and one of our number was wrought up 
to ſuch a pitch of wildneſs, as to talk of — 
himſelf upon a bough which ſhot temptingly a- croſs 
the path we travelled in; but he was reſtrained from 
it by the kind endeavours of our above - mentioned 
companion. 

We had now gotten into the moſt' duſky ſilent 
part of the iſland, and by the redoubled ſounds of 
ſighs, which made a doleful whiſtling in the branches, 
the thickneſs of air which occaſioned faintiſſi reſpi- 
ration, and the violent throbbings of heut which 
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more and more affected us, we found that we ap- 
proached the grotto of Grief, It was a. wide, 
hollow, and melancholy cave, ſunk deep in a dale, 
and watered by rivulets that had colour between 
red and black. Theſe crept flow, and half con- 
gealed amongſt its windings, and mixed their heavy 

murmur with the echo of groans that rolled through 

all the paſſages. In the moſt retired part of it ſat 

the doleful being herſelf; the path to her was 

ſtrewed with goads, ſtings, and thorns; and the 

throne on which ſhe ſat was broken into a rock, 

with ragged pieces pointing upwards for her to lean 
upon. A heavy miſt hung above her, her head op- 

preſſed with it reclined upon her arm: thus did ſhe 

reign over her diſconſolate ſubjects, full of herſelf 

to ſtupidity, in eternal penſiveneſs, and the pro- 

foundeſt ſilence. On one ſide of her ſtood Dejec- 

= . -tion, juſt dropping into a ſwoon, and paleneſs 

_ waſting to a ſkeleton; on the other {ide were Care, 

inwardly tormented: with imaginations, and Anguiſh 

ſuffering outward troubles to ſuck the blood from 

her heart in the ſhape of vultures; The whole 

vault- had a genuine diſmalneſs in it, which a few. 

ſcattered lamps, whoſe blueiſh flames aroſe and ſunk 

n their urns, diſcovered to our eyes with increaſe. 

Some of us fell down, overcome and ſpent with 

What they ſuffered in the way, and were given over 

7 to thoſe tormentors that ſtood on either hand of the 

preſence; others, galled and mortified with pain, 

recovered the entrance, where Patience, whom we 

had left behind, was ſtill waiting to receive us. 

| Wich her (whoſe company was now become more 

grateful to us by the want we had found of 

| her) we winded'round the grotto, and aſcended at 

= the back of it, out of the mournful dale in whoſe 

= + bottom it lay. On this eminence we. halted, by her 

3 advice, to pant for breath, and lifting our eyes, 
Which till then were fixed downwards, felt a _ 

| 77 | | I Ort 
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ſort of ſatisfaction, in obſerving through the ſhades 
what numbers had entered the iſland. This ſatiſ- 
faction, which appears to have ill-nature in it, was 
excuſable, becauſe it happened at a time when we 
were too much taken up with our own concern, to 
have reſpect to that of others; and therefore we 
did not conſider them as fuffering, but ourſelves as 
not ſuffering in the moſt forlorn eſtate. It had alſo 
the ground-work of humanity and compaſſion. in it, 
though the mind was then too deeply engaged to per- 
ceive it; but as we proceeded: onwards it began to 
diſcover itſelf, and from obſerving that ethers were 
unhappy, we.came to queſtion: one another, when 
it was that we met, and what were the ſad occa- 
ſions that brought us together. Then we heard our 
ſtories, we compared them, we mutually gave and 
received pity, and ſo by degrees became tolerable 
company. e i | 
A conſiderable part of the troubleſome road' was 
thus deceived ; at length the openings. among the 
trees grew larger, the air ſeemed thinner, it lay with 
leſs oppreſſion upon us, and we could now and then 
diſcern tracts in it of a lighter 'greynefs, like the 
breakings of day, ſhort in duration, much enliven- 
ing, and called. in that country, gleams of amuſe- 
ment. Within a ſhort while theſe gleams began to 
appear more frequent, and then brighter and of a 
longer continuance ; the ſighs that hitherto filled 
the air with ſo much dolefulneſs, altered to the found 
of common breezes, and in general the Horrors of 
the iſland were abated. | 
When we had arrived at laſt at the ford by which 
we were to paſs out, we met with thoſe faſhionable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us, 
and who, being unwilling to go as far as we, had 
eoaſted by the ſhore to find the place, where they 
waited our coming ; that by ſhewing themſelves to 
+ the world only at that time when we did, they 
migbt 
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might ſeem alſo to have been among the troubles of 
the grotto. Here the waters, that rolled on the 
other {ide ſo deep and ſilent, were much dried up, 
and it was an eater matter for us to-wade over. 
T The river being eroſſed, we were received upon 
the further bank by our friends and acquaintance, 
whom comfort had brought out to congratulate our 
appearance in the world again. Some of theſe 
blamed us for ſtaying fo long away from them, 
others adviſed us againſt all temptations of going 
back again; every one was cautidus not to renew 
our troudles by aſking any par ticulars of the jour · 
rey ; and all concluded, that in a caſe of fo much 
_ affliction, we could not have made choice of 2 
a fitter companion than Patience. Here Patience, 
appearing ſerene at her praiſes, delivered us over to 
Comfort. Comfort {ſmiled at his receiving the 
charge; immediately the ſky purpled on that ſide 
to Which he turned, and double day at once broke 
in upon me. Us 


„ 1. LE GOR Xt 


Þ L E n 


Was muſing on Cebes's incloſures, and the dif- 
ferent courſes men take in the road of life, when 
1 fell aſleep; and then my fancy, retracing, I fu 
poſe, that wonderful imagery, and combining 
veral ne and uncouth figures that aroſe ia the con- 
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fuſed chaos of thought, fermented by degrees, and 
and at length wrought off my dream. 
Methougbt I was wandering upon a wild of 
boundleſs extent, on which numberleſs roads cròſſ- 
ſed, leading different ways. Some were more, 
others leſs frequented ; but none of them were 
without travellers. I joined the firſt I met, and 
was told by ſome of them, that they were bound 
for the temple of Virtue, by others for that K 
Fame; ſome confeſſed honeſtly. they were tra- 
velling to the manſion of Plesſore, but my party ſaĩd 
they were directing their ſteps to the abode of Hap- 
pineſs. We had not travelled far, when we ſaw an 
old man ſtanding on a little eminence, where ſeveral 
roads met, pointing with a ſtaff in his hand to the 
different paths, and ſhewing travellers where they 
terminated. His eyes were peircing, and his looks 
bale, though furrowed with many wrinkles. He 
had ſomething alluring in his aſpect and manner, 
and feemed to be a man of great hp, ee His 
words were few, but weighty and fignj 1 
was told his name was the Genius of . 


© That road,” ſaid he to us who up to him, 
re which lies ſtraight before you, is the road to the 
© te ple of Virtue, which foon diyides into two 


« paths, of which the one is ex 
ce ſteep; and thorny, but the other is 
and more gentle aſcent, which is known only to 
« me, and trod only by thoſe who follow my di- 
« rections. That broader road which you perceive 
« on the left · hand, leads to the abode of Vice, that 
© carfed enchantrefs, who falfely calls herfelf Plea- 
% fare, It ſeems indeed ftrowed with flowers, and 
© beautified on each fide by delightful proſpects ; 
« but if you want to be happy, fly from it as from | 
* the road to Death and Miſery.” While we were 
liſteoing to him, aer dine to follow his 
9 directions, 
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directions, we were accoſted by two females of a 
very different appearance. The one had an aſpect of 
as great ſimplicity as the other had of cunning and 
artifice. The former's name was Credulity, and the 

-other's Deceit. They told us. the old fellow who 
pretended to direct us what courſe to take, was an 
old dotard, who having lived a wretched laborious 
life himlelf, wanted to plunge us into the ſame dif- 
ficulties, and engage us in that rough thorny path, 


which led te Pain and Sorrow; whereas if we would 
go along with them, they would conduct us to the 


bower of bliſs. _ Moſt of us, being young travellers, 


yielded to their importunities and enticifg arts, and, 
obſerving the broader way to have the moſt pleaſant 
appearance, we very readily took it without farther 
Examination. There we found many fellow-travel- 
lers, who formed themſelves into different parties, 
astheir inclinations or chance determined them. The 
road ſoon led us into a wood which abounded with 
Kbyrinths, where many loſt themſelves. Others re- 


tired into little arbours that were thick planted up- 


and down; ſo that I was ſoon left alone. As J 
traveHed on, a confuſed ſound of voices aſſailed my 
ears from all quarters, .and ſeemed to proclaim a ge- 
neral riot, The noiſe was redoubled by the eccho- 


iags of the wood; I began to be ſeized with a kind 


.of horror, ſo that I wanted to get out again, but 
the more I ſought to extricate, the more I involved. 


myſelf in its intricacies. While I was wandering 
thus uncertain, methought a well-dreſſed woman 
moved briſkly towards me. She wore. a dreſs rich- 
ty. embroidered, thrown: careleſsly about her, on 
purpoſe to diſcozes her ſhape, and the other * 
of her perſon. She was fair, and inclining to. 
- plumpneſs, but her complexion was heightened by 
a colour that did not appear natural or healthful. 
Her eyes. had. a N languiſhing caſt, mixed with 
WS 1 ſomething: 


2 
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ſomething impudent and afſuming. Her motions 
were ſoft, and ſhewed a wanton ſort of indolence; 
like many fantaſtic females, : ſhe ſeemed to ſurvey 
herſelf with a ſecret complacency, and putting on 
an engaging ſmile, ſtudied to catch admiration. 
Notwithſtanding the apparent negligence of her air, 
I could diſcern an artificial turn that concealed a 
deſign upon me under an aim at pleaſing. © A little 
below this wood(ſhe ſaid) lies the place of my abode, 
« where I and my friends live a life of perfect ſe- 
«© renity,” exempt from ſolicitude and toil, equally 
*«« remote from the cares of private, or the ambition 
.. „ AAA eas 
I aſked her name, on which ſhe replied, *Myname, 
&« Sir, is Pleaſure, and that I am ſo called with the 
“ juſteſt reaſon you will ſoon be convinced by my 
« manner of life. I am the daughter of that im- 
mortal being Deſire, and the ever-blooming god- 
« defs Plenty. I have a large and beauteous off- 
« ſpring, Indolence, Mirth, Laughter, Humour, 
« Profuſſon, Wantonneſs, Joy, with many more. 
« A vaſt train of admirers continually frequent my 
court, where they are entertained with the riches 
* of Nature; and choiceſt delicacies of Art. The il- 
« luſtrious band of arts and ſciences form my re- 
* tinuez and flouriſh under my protection; nor did 
they ever departfrom me without ſuffering diſhon> 
* our or ruin.“ This artful repreſentation of Plea- 
ſure raiſed in me ſome degree of eſteem for her, and 
determined me to yield myſelf up to her conduct, 
though not without ſome ſuſpicion and diſtruſt. 
[ aſked her the diſtance of her dwelling, She told 
me it was but a little way from the wood; and con- 
tinuing to ply me with the ſmooth language of 
glazing courteſy, and many bewitching ſmiles and 
airs, ſhe led me on unheeding whither I went, till 
we came to a little rapid brogly, whoſe waters ap- 
peared 
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peared. dark and ſomewhat muddy. On the ſide 
of the brock I ſaw a woman richly dreſſed in a 
robe of various coloure. She had a florid complexion, 
large rollinggyes, and an aſpect in which there dwelt 
a mixture of ſimplieity aud wonder. Her hair flow. 
ed about her ſhoulders in looſe diſorder, and. was 
ſtuck thick with jewels and ſpangles, which-caſt a 
dazzling luſtre all round her. In her right-band-ſhe 
held a cup, with which ſhe ſupplied travellers with 
water from the — In her left, ſhe had ſome- 
thing like a teleſcope, through which ſhe gave me 
ſuch a proſpect of the palace, of Pleaſure, as. made 
me eager to arrive at it. Having aſked my guide her 
name, ſhe told me ſhe was called Admiration, whom 
Faney bere to Ignorance z and the rivulet was call 
ed by her name, and roſe out of a deep ſpring is 
the moſt gloomy part. of the wood, over which Ig 
norance preſided. Sbe further informed me, that 
Unlike moſt other rivalets, it was broadeſt at the 
fountain - head, and grew narrower in proportion as 
the diſtance from thegce increaſed, and withal af 
ſured me, thet the water had an admirable quality 
in clearing the eyes and purging the mind of all 
doubts and fears, and in their room filling it with 
pleaſing hopes and proſpecta. I was tempted to 
_ taſte the water, which was pleaſant, but I thought, 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed my.thirſt ; and now 
every thing I ſaw appeared with mere luſtre and 
magnificence than before; particularly my guidt 
feemed fairer and lovelier than ever. Both ladies 
having given me their hand, we croſſed the brook, 
and at length emerged from the wood imo broad 
day-light. Here a ſplendid ſcene opened. Below 
us (for it was a deſcent all the way to the abode of 
. Pleaſure) was ſtretched out a beautiful valley, 
through which many pleaſant rivulets wandered 
tems overſpreading the fields and orchards with a 
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perpetual, bloom. My — perceiving a ſudden 
flaſh of pleaſure and tranſport in my looks, 22 
ſmiling, to her manſion. This, Sir,” (ſaid ſhe) 
js my ſeat; theſe gardens and parks are mine. 
There you ſhall enjoy every ſatisfaction you can 

« wiſh, without being at- the pains to ſeek or toil 
«for it. Whatever can pleaſe the eye or chawn 
the ear, or regale the appetite, is adminiſtered 

e there to my faithful votaries without ſtiat or 

« meaſure. The induſtry and labour of others 

„ furniſh out ample mazerials. You will have 

«© nothing to do but live and enjoy, without uneaſy 

e refletions on what is paſt, or tormenting fears 
about what is to come. There the cravings of 
nature are quickened by the preparations of art, 
and the pleaſures of enjoyment raiſed by the de- 

« licacy of che ſeaſoning. Let us make haſte then 

* to thia manſion of bliſs, where no gloomy cares 

© or corroding forrows enter, where neither ſullea ' 
rules nor ſtoical ptide are admitted to damp the 

« jocund humourof the inhabitagts—haſten with me 

to feaſts of plenty and beds of caſe.” | 

I was too credulous to her ſlippery tale, and led 
too far by her wily trains, to think now of going - 
back; which, with the water I had drank, I believe, 
affected the organs of viſion, and added a thouſand 
deluſive beauties to the landſkip before me. As I 
was gaping about me, ſhe puſhed me gently along. 

ſo that we ſoon arrived at her palace. It was of 
ivory, ſupported by a double row of Tuſcan pillars, 
and appeared light and pretty; but it was crouded 
with nice ornaments and conceits, that ſhewed too 
great an attention to the parts, without a proper re- 
gard for the ſymmetry of the whole, and made 
the ſight loſe itſelf amidſt the multitude of inde- 
pendent parts ; ſo that the building had an air of 
littleneſs, notwithſtanding the affectation of — 

h | eur 
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deur which appeared every where. The front ef 


the houſe was adorned with various ſculptures of 


the feaſts of the Gods, the amours of Jupiter, the 
ſtory of Mars and Venus caught in Vulcan's net, the 
revels of Bacchus, the debauchees of Silenus, and 
other repreſentations of the like kind. 

The palace was in the midſt of the gardens, in 
which were to be ſeen a profuſion of peng and 
elaborate art vying with nature, which ſhould excel. 
But the whole diſpoſition of them was rather ſhewy 
and effeminate, than according to the grand taſte of 
ſimple nature, artificial mounts, grottos, buildings 


and ſtatues, diverſified the whole ſcene in an agree. 


able manner, and ſurprized the eye at every other 
opening.” But all the ſtatues, and figures that were 
cut in the trees, were of a wanton caſt, and tended 
to inſpire diſſolute ſentiments. A large fountain 
ſupplied the whole garden by many ſmooth canals, 
"decked on each fide with woodbines and roſes. 
Theſe ſtreams ſometimes fell in lofty caſcades, ſome- 


times ſhot up in ſportful jets, and at other times 
crept with the ſweeteſt murmurs through a thouſand 


meanders,” and at length emptied themſelves into 
a baſon, like a little lake, ſhaded with laurel, in 
which the votaries of the goddeſs uſed to bathe 
themſelves. 'A delicious fragrancy breathed all 


around, and inſpired the vernal delight in its utmoſt 
freſhneſs. No ſtorm raffled the mildneſs of the air,” 
no froſt nipt the tender buds,” nor did the ſcorching 


heat ever wither the lovely verdure. 

Over the porch of the palace, jaſamines and vines 
were interwoven into a natural arch, from which 
cluſters of grapes hung ſo temptingly, that they 
- ſeemed to offer themſelves to the taſte. The porch, 
, which was very large, opened into a magnificent hall, 


into which my guide conducted me, with a ſmiliog 


air. * as we entered, methought I heard the 
fweetel 


: 
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ſweeteſt muſic, conſiſting of voices and inſtruments 
that played the moſt melting airs, and diſſolved the 
whole ſoul into the ſofteſt languor. The hall was 
filled with her votaries, who immediately-crouded 
round to pay her homage. I could perceive among 
her train many ſmooth courtiers, ſubtle -lawyers, 
grave phyſicians, ſeveral eminent ſtateſmen,” and fome 
ſolemn divines. Many battered beaus bowed around 
her with meagre looks and courtly grin, Several 
plodding tradeſmen and merchants ſmoothed their 
anxious features at her appearance, and preſſed for- 
ward with aukward mien to offer their ſervice, Co- 
quets too without number; and even prudes them- 
ſelves, with a grave ſimper, made their court to her, 
putting on at the ſame time a kind of ſullen ſtate- 
lineſs and reſerve —But, among all the votaries of the 
goddeſs, I could not perceive ſo much as one miſer 
with his bags and coffers. | 

I ſaw ſome grave demure figures, wrapt up in 
fur, with long beards and broad-brimmed beavers, 
who told me they were philoſophers by profeſſion ; x 
but I found that at the approach of the Goddeſs, 
they threw off their ſtarched air and habit, and 

kneeled before · her with a profounder veneration than 

any of the reſt. One general effect I obſerved of 

the preſence of Pleaſure, that it immediately relaxed 
the furrowed brow, and opened every heart and 
hand, ſo that all made ſome preſent to the Goddeſs. 
The rake preſented his health, the citizen his purſe, 
the *ſquire his fortune, the courtier his honour, the 
prude her virtue. — 95 Lk 040 
. Round the walls of the palace were hung up 
arms, ſhields, ſwords, trophies, and the "ſpoils of 
warriors, conquerors, and of others who have paſl- 
ed for heroes among the unthinking vulgar. At the 
upper end of the hall methought was erected a 
throne of ebony, over. which was laid a velvet car- 
22 Pet, 


| 
| 
| 
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pet, ſtrewed with the moſt delicious flowers 200 
perfames. Thither the deity directed her courſe 
uſhered by two officers.of a very ſingular appearance, 
The one was a plump, jolly figure, with little 


. Raving eyes, ud a round unmeaning face, ſo ſhort 


ſighted that he did not ſee ten yards before him 
he walked ſtaggering, and dangling bis bands; in 
one of which he beld a leaden rod, and the otber 
a large poppy. I think his name was Inconfider 


stion. | The other uſber was a lean, fallow figure 


wich hollow eyes, and great wildneſs and fire in his 


' looks : his head ſeemed to ſhake with the pally; 


and though he was all ſhivering: with cold, and his 


Joints tremhling. under him, he bad only a thin party: 


coloured robe, looſely thrown about his ſhoulders, 


on which were painted many wanton figures. He 


held a golden cup in his left- hand, into which he 
ſqueezed a thick liquor, being the juice of different 
kinds of fruit, which hluſned and ſwelled to the 
ſight. Sych are its baleful ingredients, that it in- 


toxicates the ſenſe, and inflames the blood with an 
inextingniſhable beat; and thoſe who continue to 


drink of it, | gradually loſe the form, or at leaſt the 
ſenſes of men, aud contract the ſhape or qualities 
of thoſe brutes, whoſe gratificatioas they chiefly 
affeQt, In walking along be writhed himſelf into 
a variety of laſcivious poſtures, and caſt many amo- 


erous glances on the female: votaries of the Goddels, 


His name was Incontinence. Many preſſed forward 
0 taſte the poiſonaus liquor, ſome of whom, upon 
receiving it, ſtaggered and reeled about; the eyes 
of others ſpark led with an unuſual Gre, and their 


dheeks reddened all over. Some grew pale as death, 


and: locked as if they had been turned into ſtone. 


Mleaſure mounted her: throne by a gentle aſcent of 
Sorry eps, and fat dewn in a reclining poſture. 
Qrer her head was firetched a fine purple canopy of 


exquiſite 
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| exquiſite workmanſhip, in which were wrought _ 
many curious devices of a voluptuous taſte. Rouad 
ber were hung golden cups, bowls, glaſſes, and 
other inſtnuments of luxury. In her right- hand ſhe 
held a ſcepter. Her left-arm leanad upon a cornu- 
copia. Inſtead of a crown, ſhe: ware a garland: of 
gowers, and her hair flowed in artificial ringlets 
down her ſhoulders. On one ſide of the throne 
ſtood ſmiling Hope, a lovely maid of chearful aſ- 
pect, dreſſed in light attire, and always pointing to 
her miſtreſs. Next her fat + heart-eaſing Mirth, | 
cracking jokes and telling ſtories; and by him was WW. 
Laughter with dimpled cheeks, and holding bis 
Gdes ; Sport dancing his ainy rounds, and mocking 
the wrinkles of Care; Vanity ſurveying herſelf in a 
mirrour, and Flattery juſt by her, with a perſpec- 
ure glaſs in her hand, which magnified objects ex- 
ceſſively at one end, and diminiſhed them as much 
at the other. Affectation was in company with them, 
practiſing her airs, and Proteus like, horrowing 
every form which they recommended. On the other 
ſide was planted Love with his bow and arrows; 
Impudence with of brafs and large rolling 
eyes; Indolence with folded arms lolling on a pillow ; 
Wantonneſs half naked, with leering looks, and a 
burning heart in his hand; Cruelty, a ſtern meagre 
figure, ſcorning the reſtraints of honour, and hoot- 
ing the fears of Innocence. | 

The two principal ſupports of the threge were; 
Intemperance, whole. looks were exceedingly diſ- 
ordered, her dreſs fine, but looſe, of diſcom poſed 
mien and geſture ; the other, Luxury, of ftately 
port and imperious air, dreſſed out with a royal kind 
of magnificence, and continually waſting the trea · 
ſures of Induſtry. Theſe ſerved Pleaſure in the 
2— her privy: counſellors and miniſters of 


While 
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While the votaries of the Goddeſs were pay - 


ing her their homage, ' I preſſed through the 


crowd, till I got behind the throne, where, find- 
ing an apartment that lay off the hall of Pre. 


ſence, with the door half open, I had the curioſity 


to ſteal into it unſeen. There I ſaw ſeveral fi 


gures 
of a frightful appearance ; the firſt that ſtruck me 
was a grim monſter called Brutality, with Satyr- 


horns, and the legs of a goat: next to him ſtood 
Slavery, bendin * head, and hugging her chains; 
Surfeit with hollow eyes and ſickly. mien ; Difcon- 
tent twiſting his brows and grinning with indigna- 
tion; Diſappointment, wringing his hands, and cur. 


ing his parents. - Next to him was Envy with a pale 


dark viſage, red eyes, ſquinting, and inſtead. of hair, 
fnakes twined about her head, hiſſing and darting 
their pointed tongues, and ſpitting venom on all 
around her; Remorſe biting and tearing his own 

fleſh'; Shame blind and ill. favoured, ſkulking be- 
hind the reſt, and covering his face with his hands; 


and many more figures than I can remember. \ I-was 


ſo frighted at the ſight of ſuch an hideous crew, 
that I ſlipt away very faſt from them, and afterwards 


kept as far aloof as I could from the preſence of the 


Goddeſs, intending only to. be a ſpectator of what 


F274 tb. 5: 


palt. 
Various petitioners preſented ane before the 


| throne, and humbly offered their ſuits to the jolly 


Goddeſs. * Among the reſt a ſhabby fellow, who 
ſeemed to bend under old age, his face furrowed 


Wich wrinkles and frowns, and ſcarce able to pre- 


ſent his petition for the trembling of his hand; 
bluntly ſhewed to Pleaſure, That he had thrown 


away a fine eſtate in her ſervice, —emptied many a 


«© bowl for her honour — and made the whole coun- 
ce try drunk to grace her feſtivals; for which emi- 
& nent ſervices he had received no other reward,than 
Si poverty 
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* poverty and rags, — that thoſe who frequented his 
ce ouſe and table, did not know him now, and he 
« could find no ſanctuary for the infirmities of old 
« age, where he might lay his weary bones at reſt ; 
« that if ſhe had no better rewards than theſe, to 
« diſtribute to ſuch faithful ſervants as he had been, 
<« ſhe would ſoon have few adorers, unleſs among 
«© the ſneaking herd, that truly, gentiemen would 
„grow tired of her fervice, and ſcorn to dance 
c ſonger attendance on ſo heedleſs and forgetful a 
« a deity. The premiſes therefore being conſider- 
« ed, he inſiſted that the Goddeſs would order him 
„ without farther delay, a ſuitable recompence for 
« his paſt ſervices, elſe he would ſpoil her worſhip 
« for her, and diſgrace her among all gentlemen of 
« rank and figure.” . 

Pleaſure being highly offended with the rudeneſs 
and inſolence, of her yotary, ordered two of her 
attendants, Remorſe and Repentance, to conduct the 
old gentleman into a little dark apartment, and feed 
him there with bread and water till further orders. 
The next that appeared was a lady in the decline 
of life, who, by the force of art, and various coſ- 
metics, ſought to repair her faded charms, and 
bring back an unnatural bloom. into her cheeks, 
She had an affected ſullen mien and downcaſt look, 
and approaching the Goddeſs with a certain ſhyneſs 
and reſerve, as if aſhamed of being reckoned among 
her votaries, ſhe whiſpered in a low voice, with a 
mortified air and forced ſmile, * That, whatever 
„ ſhe may have openly avowed, in order to fave 
* appearances, ſhe had been always at bottom one 
of her muſt humble and devote adorers that 
< that though ſhe often ſpoke againſt dreſs and ſhew, 
© ſhe was a ſecret friend to both, —that if ſhe in- 
veighed againſt the follies of her own ſex, or the 
+ liberties of ours, it was that ſhe might the more 

F « freely 
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« freely commit the former, and the more power. 
4 fully invite the men to uſe the latter with her. 
cc ſelf, —that at church her devotions were offered 
« up at her ſhrine, — when ſhe prayed it was for 
cc the increaſe of admirers to herſelf, and of votaries 
« to the Goddeſs, - that ſhe mourned and ſighed 
« in earneſt, for want of ſweet temptations, when 
ce ſhe did it in appearance, for her ſms ;—that ſhe 
<« railed againſt plays and maſquerades, with this 
« view, that her frequenting them might appear, 
« not the effect of choice, Far a prudent compli- 
« ance with cuſtom, and averſion to ſingularity ;— 
0 and had indulged the dear delight of ſcandal, only 
£ on her account, that now alas ! inſtead of be- 
„ ing rewarded as ſhe expected, for ſuch ſubſtantial 
&« ſervices, the men whom ſhe had been always paſ- 
<« ſionately fond of, deſpiſed her, and the women, 
c who were formerly pleaſed with her railing, now 
1 forſook her company, that the beaus pointed at 
« her as they paſſed her, and ſhe afforded tea-table 
« mirth to all the young flirts about town,—that, 
* in fine, her life was grown a burden,—public 
* places and diverſions were become diſagreeable to 
£ her, and ſhe now verily believed ſhe ſhould die 
„ unmarried.” | | | 

Theſe laſt words the poor lady ſpoke with great 
vehemence and wringing her hands. The Goddeſs 
acknowledged that her caſe was truly piteous, and 
therefore, in compaſſion to her, appointed an old 
Duegna, to feed her. with ſcandal, and a couple of 
battered beaus much in the ſame condition with her- 
ſelf, to keep her company. 3 

Another petitioner came forward with an obſe- 
quious air, and kneeling before the throne, offered 
His humble petition in courtly phraſe to the divi- 
nity. For you, O Goddeſs ! have I been in wait- 
ing at court theſe forty years. I have 7 12 
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« attended the levees of his Grace and of my 
«© Lord *** and *, run on all their dirty errands, 
« done their jobbs at every election, and fold my 
* vote in parliament, My pen was always at their 
« ſervice to varniſh over ſtate blunders, to amuſe 
the people with political lies and fiftions, and 
«4 baffle ſcandal with ſcandal ; I always ſmiled and 
« careſſed where I meant to do miſchief ; had an 
« open face, but had a dark deſigning heart; good 
« words and fawning adulations flowed like honey 
from my tongue.—In ſhort, I lied and vowed, 
« {wore and pimped, cringed and crept, to wriggle 
into a place, and all, Goddeſs ! purely to gratify 
« you, Yet, for this long ſeries of dependence and 
« ſervitude, I have been amuſed with words light 
as air, promiſes never meant to be kept, hopes 
« void of foundation. I have been careſſed, yet 
«* duped by the great, not been known to-day by 
the low pageant whom I ſcaffolded into power but 
« yeſterday: I am in diſgrace with my country, the 
* intereſt of which I ſacrificed to thoſe of ungrate- 
6 ful ſeoundrels. I am hated and ſhuned like the 
„Devil, by thoſe miſcreants for whom I wore my 
© conſcience thread bare. Inſtead of honours I 
* bear the titles of common hack and court-bubble. 
am grown a mere ſhadow at court, and never 
appear at White's without drawing the eyes and 
« ſneer of the whole company upon me. There- 
fore I beg your divinity will canſider my caſe, and 
grant me ſpeedy redreſs,” 

The Goddeſs, after hearing this long complaint, 
. remitted the whole affair to the conſideration of a. 
ſelect committee, to adjuſt the courtier's demands 
and pretenſions. I think the principal members of 
it were Diſcontent, Flattery, Diſſimulation, Craft, 
Expettation, Fear, and Diſappointment. The chair- 
man's name was Delay. | 
F 2 The 
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The next that advanced, was a female petitioner, 
a young lady thin and pale; ſhe had ſtill the traces 
of a fine face, but dejection was ſo deeply impreſſed 
upon It, and it was ſharpened with fach impndence, 
ns ſpoiled the whole form of her conntenance; and 
| Setrayed the moſt intenſe miſery and "diſtortion of 
wind. When ſhe got near the throne, ſhe burſt 
into a flood of tears, and with an expreſſire agony 
in her features and voice, thus beſpoke the Goddeſs, 
<c Tou ſee, madam, before yon, an unhappy in- 
Le ſtance of the fraiſty of our ſex, and the falſhood 
„ Sf the other. Nature decked me with fatal beau- 
e ty and harmony of mape, but alas! formed me 
e With a heart too tender, ſoft, and credvlous, 
I was Toon ſurrounded with crowds of admirers, 
«who failed not to tell me how charming I was, 
t and cheriſhed my vanity and fondneſs for applauſe, 
ee without informing me how to ſupport the one, 
% or deſerve the other. I eaſily drank in their 
t ſoothing tales, and fancied myſelf ſomething 
ee more than human. They preſſed me with pre- 
e ſents, "treats, and importunities, to yield to their 
e criminal paſſions, But partly pride, and partly 
. à natural ſenſe of modeſty and honour, faved me 
„from the open trains they hid for me; and I 
ck might ſtill have continued innocent and happy, 
"ve Had not a ſmooth faced villain, formed for pleaſ- 
4 ing, and praftiſed in all the arts of deceit, al- 
*«" failed me with his cuuning artifices. His advances 
“ were gradual and Now, it was my ſentiments only 
"x that he pretended” to admire; my ſpirit, my vir- 
ce tue, my ſoft engaging manners were all his delight 
e and all the ſubjet of his talk ;—my'perfon, my 
ee face, Were only occaſionally hinted at, and re- 
e garded meerly as expreſſive of thoſe : friendfhip, 
c pure frindſhip, was his "conſtant cant. By theſe 
& arts, he ſtole upon my unſuſpicious mind, formed 
oe. 2 | > - 7 66 me 
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« me for his dark purpoſes, and when he had once 
« robbed me of a tender unguarded heart, found it, 
« no-hard matter to betray my innocence, of which 
« the bar barous raviſher ſpoiled me without the leaſh 
, appearance of remorſe. Afterwards I ſcarce felt 
« any af the ſtruggles of conſcious virtue; and 
„ ſhame by pak, me, Though: I doated 
© onthe arch-villain, yet, when: his brutiſh appe+ 
« tite was thoroughly ſated, he abandoned me to de- 
« ſpair and contempt, The dire effects of his vil- 
*« hiny and my own. folly, were diſgrace with my 
« friends, diſhonour from my own ſex, the con- 
« tempt of the men, and cruel. poverty. When 
« I had once made a ſacrifice of honour and virtus 
te at your altars, L continued ſteady in your ſervices 
© one vice drew on another with a fatal chain; K 
« grew hardened, beyond meaſure,;. and h the 
urgent neceſſities of cold and hunger had not 
© compelled. me to do. you. homage, I ſhould have 
gone on in that courſe, through an unconquerable 
© habit. I pretend, however, to little merit from 
my allegianae, faithful, as it has been; and: there» 
« fore, madam, mult refer myſelf to yaur: diſcre - 
tion, for aſſigning; what awards you ſhall. think 
moſt. proper for your unhappy votary “ 
The Goddeſs, having taken her piteous caſe into 
conſideration, axdered: tor be. ſupꝑlied by the 
charity of a. few of. her better difpoſed. votaries; 
and in che mean while diſpatched ſome. of her at» 
tendants, Revenge, Contempt, Hatred, Satire, Ne- 
ect, Miſtruſt, and a few female vataries- of the 
ame character with the petitioner, to go and ſcourge 
the cauſe of her misfortunes with wkale- bone, and 
after pricking him with their bodkins, to lock him 
up in a dark cell, and debar him from all commaroe 
with. women for the future and to execute this 
jake. in, the preſence of the petitioner, Theſe 
x com- 
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commands were punctually obeyed, and with all the 
rigour female revenge could infpire. 5 
After this lady was removed, methought a beau, 
whom I judged to be about five and twenty, of lank 
looks, and with ſome wrinkles on his face, advanced 
with a cane in his hand, powdered all over. I ob- 
ſerved, as he made his bows, his- ſlender limbs 
ſeemed almoſt to fail under him. With a confident 
air he addreſſed the deity of the place to this effect.“ 


Madam, a ſimple and fhort recital of my ſervices, 
-& will ſoon convinceyou of the veneration I have al- 


% ways had for you, and how juſtly I may claim 
« your favour. My whole life has been devoted to 
« your ſervice, - Ever ſince I knew what polite liv- 
, ing was, I have courted you with an unwearried 
« aſſiduity. I ſtudied the faſhions, and dreſſed 


t 2-Ja-mode to catch the eyes of the ladies, and fo 


* to gratify you the more effectually. For dreſs, 
% you know Madam, is the thing we fine fellows 
& ſtudy with ſupreme care. It is a weapon we do 
« infinite execution with among the ladies. Then 
% Madam, I followed you to church, and there ! 
* ogled you, and prayed for you, I ſung, ſighed, 
« danced, drank, whined, rhymed, whored, and 


e went through all the drudgery of loving, to be 


« liſted among your faſhionable admirers. Nay, 
*© for you, madam, I wore down as fine a conſtitu- 
te tion as ever ſhot through the Mall, and a pair of 


as ſtrong fine made limbs, as ever ſupported a 


4 well-built frame. I have ſpent an amazing quan- 
4 tity of powder and pomatum, perfumes and eſ- 
« ſences, to ſupport the character of your votary ; 


% have been engaged in at leaſt a ſcore of duels ; 


« kept a thouſand aſſignations, and broke as many, 
© to ſhew the ladies-1 was not ſo far gone as they 
« imagined, and to triumph a little in my turn; I 
« have told Hes without number, and to gratify the 

| © reigning 
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« reigning flame, tore the reputations of all her 
« rivals. For you know, Madam, that nothing 
« fo highly obliges a fine lady, as ſweet delicious 
« ſcandal on all other toaſts but herſelf. I was 
« never abſent an afternoon from the tea-table of 
« the fair, where I ogled this lady, ſmiled on the 
« other, gave my box to a third, ſqueezed another's 
« hand, pleaſed all, but chiefly admired myſelf. In 
« ſpight of all this merit, how ſcurvily have I been 
« uſed? Why, Madam, I have often been bit moſt 
« abominably, once run through the body, ſeveral 
© times. drubbed by thoſe I had cuckolded; my 
« ſtomach and ſtrength are gone, another ſeaſon will 
« nail me up; and what care I though it do? My 
« bottle-companions grow tired of me, becauſe I 
c cannot entertain them as I uſed to do, and wine 
« now palls upon my taſte, Let me never wear a 
« feather, if the ladies do not point at my ſpindle 
« ſhanks, and then ſneer at me. S'life, I believe 
* I had beſt get down to the country, that I may 
not ſicken at ſight of the contempt I meet with in 
*« thoſe places and parties, where I uſed to top it 
« ſo gallantly ; and there Iwill throw myſelf into the 
« arms of ſome honeſt widow to nurſe me and feed 
© my pleaſures without any pain. 

Pleaſure could ſcarce forbear ſmiling at the beau's 
woeful tale. However, that he might not languiſh 
in the mean time for want of company, ſhe ordered 
ſome of her retinue to attend him till he ſhould ex- 
ecute his intended project. Their name were Dull- 
neſs, Conſumption, Satiety, Peeviſhneſs, inſatiable 
Deſire, ' and ſome others I do not remember. On 
this he tripped away whiſtling ſor want of thought, 
with his company hovering about him, like ſo many 
harpies, 

Next appeared a gay fluttering dame, ſwiming 
along prettily, as ſhe came forward to the Goddeſs. 

£* } > | | F 4 ; Her 
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but under ĩt I perceived an anxious coneern 0 pleaſe; 
Every glance of her eye, every motion of ber hand 
and neck, ſeemed ſet to do miſchief. 4 
and nodding corl was laid a trap to catch admiration 
Furling her fan and toſſing ber lappeu, ſhe thus a 
dreſſed Pleaſure. 

« Brighteſt Goddeſs, behold one of your de: 
«* vouteſt worſhippers lands. before you; perſuaded 
% you will approve her claim.“ Let me hear my 
good lady, replied the Goddeſs, 
Then may it pleaſe your: Divinity; to know, 
© without any further cs; that-T entered on 


6 your ſervice, with laying a deep deſign to con- 
% quer and captivate all mankind, that I might 


* offer them as victims on your altar. Togaini my 
end the better, I affected to pleaſe every body, 
“ and adapted myſelf artfully to their Gren 
% foibles. I have nicely ſtudied: all the arts of 
«© practiſing before the glaſs, and underſtand the 
% whole fcience of ogling. I knocked down hutr- 


« dreds with a gentle tap of the fan; I ſhot ſome 


s with a careleſs caſt of my head, and ſmiled many 
into humble captives; Sometimes I put on the 
6 inſenſible, by which have drawn ſome into my 
«© nets; at other times I aſſumed the languiſhingair, 


* 


4 which did yet more execution. But when Pmelt- 


& ed into the tender, F ſoftened the moſt ſtubborn 
„ and rebellions hearts: I always took moſt delight 


„in humbling thoſe proud imperious fellows, who 


© ſneer' at ſubmiſſion to us their native ſovereigns; 
« and left no ſflape or art untried; which female 
„% wit could invent to bring them to terms. To 
% ſhew my veneration for you, heavenly Goddeſs, 
& I fluttered through the park, ſqueaked at the 
« maſquerade, ſhone at court, paid my devotions at 
" church, ah the —— and was- at 


be every 


8 


Her dreſs was adjuſted with an affected negligenee; 
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« every concert and afſethbly. After yoo, Madam- 
« hurried down into the country; and from thence 
« totown ; for you, O queen of delights! I painted: 
«. and patehed, ſighed aud ſung, whined and loved, 
« felt the ſpleen a hundred times, and the vapours 
« as mary. thouſands; broke I don't know ho-. 
« many china jars; wore a thouſand gowns; tore 
cc ten thoufand fans, and changed as many gallants,. 
« For yon, Madam, I ftabbed the hearts of all the- 
6“ males I could, and the reputation of female rivals; 
and that I might more ſecurely enjoy you, and 
« be drawn · in a coach and ſix, I threw myſelf intq» 
« the arms of a coxcomb, whoſe caprice and ty- 
ce ranny has made ample reprifals upon me, for the 
« dominion! I exerciſed over the ſex in general. 
« Notwithſtanding theſe ſignal ſervices, my admir- 
ers have forſaken me; I now patch and paint in 
« yain: I am called in all companies, the defpiſed; 
« ol faſhioned" thing, a wife. I am grown a meer; 
«© cypher in a ſide:box with my jealous huſband;, 
« My rivals triumph over me, and if the beaus 
« ever deſign to toaſt me, it is rather by way of: 
« ſneer; to the once celebrated Belinda.” 8 
The Goddeſs heard her mournful complaint, con- 
feſſed ſhe had been a. faithful votary, and as a re- 
compence for her ſervices, ordered Envy, Scorn, In- 
dignation, Scandal, III- humour, and Vexation, to- 
comfort her under her afffictions. 3 
Away ſhe. flew in a rage, toſſing : her fan, curling; 
the Goddeſs all the way ſhe went, and ſhut herſelf. 
up in her dreſſiug: room. Wen a2 | 
The laſt figure whom I faw in my nocturnal viſion: 
in the palace of Pleaſure, was a pretty ſingular one. 
It was a ſpruce lively old ſpark, who had withal 
ſomething ſtiff and formal in his mien, and affected 
a: certain ſtatelineſs of aſpect and manner; Which 
deſpoke no ordinary conceit of his oα merit. He 
* E 5, advanced: 
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advanced to the Goddeſs with an air of confidence 
and ſelf- applauſe, and ſimpering to her with a. court- 
ly grin, with head and am up-lifted, he opened his 
mouth, like one who had ſomething of importance 
r 
Tou ſee, Madam, a perſon who. pretends to 
«& ſupport his title to your favour by no vulgar claims, 
% For I always diſdained the route which the rabble 
„ take, and equally aſpire at Pleaſure, and at glory, 
« by ſingularity. I ſcorn to think, ſpeak, or even 
eat, Itke the vulgar, and conſidering how moſt 
% things are murdered by the awkwardneſs of the 
« generality, I give a luſtre and dignity to the moſt 
<« trite ſentiments and actions, by my manner of: 
* pronouncing or performing them. Therefore as. 
“ foon as I became acquainted with your divinity, I 
« liſted myſelf in your ſervice, and reſolved to ſa- 
t crifice the choiceſt victims on your altars. But 
« then I ſtudied a more elegant kind of worſhip, 
« and bowed not to the groſſer image under which 
„% you have been often. repreſented, but to that 
auguſter form, under which you appear to. your 
«« yotaries of a correct and elaborate fancy. My 
« early acquaintance with men and books, im proved 
my natural ſagacity into the prettieſt taſte, and 
taught me to extract the very flower and quin- 
4 teſſence of pleaſure, which was wonderfully height- 


« ened by my delicate manner of enjoying it. IL 


* ſoon {ſingled out the ladies as your prime favour- 
*«« ites and miniſters, and made. my. court. to them, 
“ merely to do homage to you. I did it, Madam, 
ia an uncommon manner. For I was goyerned 
by taſte, not by inſtinft, and wanted. to refine 
*© what was groſs, and quicken. the inſipid. in en- 
„ joyment, by the high ſeaſoning I prepared for it. 
And therefore though I meant chiefly to enjoy the 
«+ perſon, I {ought in the firſt place to. engage the 

{ 6c. heart 
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& heart to be of the party, and to inflame the paſ- 
« ſions, that the tranſports might be mutual and 
« ardent. To accompliſh this with the more refin- 
« ed policy, I covered my deſigns with the faireſb 
«* maſque of friendſhip, and profeſſed a fondneſs 
« for their company and acquaintance,. merely to» 
« form. their taſte, and give a prettier poliſh. to their 
manners. — I aggravated the merit of thoſe hours 
« I ſpent with them, from. the rareneſs of thoſe L 
« beſtowed elſewhere, — ſent them now and. then 
© a few. tender lines and billets-doux, chiefly in 
« praiſe of tlitir wit, their good taſte, and amiable: 
« deportment, with ſome (light. glances. only on 
« their perſonal advantages.. . To. beguile the more. 
c eaſily, I wore a perpetual ſmile, and framed my 
« face ta all occaſions: I knew how. ungaioly. a. 
« ſight undiſguiſed love is, eſpecially to. thoſe in- 
« nocent ſcrupulous creatures, therefore I hid what: 
« was deformed from view, ar. elſe covered it over: 
« with the ſhew of ſome virtue. I talked much. 
& to. them of: honour, contempt of. vulgar preju- 
1 dices, unreſerved confidence, diſintereſted attach-- 
ment —inlpired them with the higheſt notions of. 
“ friendſhip between the ſexes, without any farther: 
6 views, and as a thing quite diſtinct from. love: 
and courtſhip.— To make. them ſwallow this tale: 
the more eaſily, I profeſſed a regard to their per- 
* ſons, merely as they were pictures of the lovely: 
“ inhabitant within; and if I praiſed a particular 
« feature. or air, it was only becauſe in them ſhone: 
out {nch. madeſty, gentleneſs, and ſenſibility. to, 
< every.ſoft and endearing impreſſion ;—I told them 
that to brighten ſuch qualities was my. higheſt- 
ambition, — that I expected no. other return for my 
&« ſervices, than the pleaſure af a more refined friend 
* ſhip.— Mean while, to ſupply the natural warmth 
Hof the ſex with proper fuel, I put books of gal- 
i lantry, and of a free pleaſurable caſt; into their: 
E 6. 4 hands; 
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« hands, fach as I thought the fitteſt to ſoften and 
t inflame them; -I began now to uſe more freedom 

in commendiog their perfons, and ufed warm and 

render deſeriptions of their ſtrape, their mouth, 

the ſenſibiſity of their manners, from which one 
might form tte moſt agreeable prejudices in their 

favour.—I taught them that nature gave nothing 

in vain— that civil forms, and vulgar names and 
« cuſtoms, were only ſolemn ceremonies to amuſe 
& the- formal, or check the: licentious, but were 
« never deſigned” to give law to the mutual ardors 
& of friendſhip. —I complimented them with the ſin- 
& pular merit of having firſt' ſabdued ſo inſenſible 
*'and- ſtubborn an heart as mine, which uſed to 
« defpiſe ſubjection to female way; and began to 
© talk to them in more paſſionate ſtrains.— g 
« thus taught them to meaſure friendfhip by the 
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4 freer ſtandard of nature, and refined their taſte 


« above vulgar prejudices, I wound them up to the 
4 higheſt pitch of paſſion; which paved the way for 
« an eafy conqueſt” over tile remaining ſeruples of 
e modeſty and ſhame. For artfully dawbing-what 
« was criminal in the laſt indulgence, with the ſpe · 
„ cious names of heroic friendfhip, confidence in 
one's honour and conſtancy, and reciprocal ten- 
« derneſs, I choſe the tender minute, when the 
et pretty creatures were ready to ſiph out their 
s fouls in fondneſs and paſſion, and rifled them of 
« hat they are pleaſed to call their honour. Now 
«&-the fondlings were ſo deeply rivetted in paſſion, 
«that they gloried more in the title of a female 
« friend, than others do inthe ſtale one of a wife. — 
% However, I ſoon grew tired of the dull repetition 
« of pleaſure” with the ſame objects, and began to be 
« diſturbed with their little jealouſies, paſſionate 
*© cxprices aud inquietudes;—bur not daring to 
« raiſe Devil which would: not be eafily laid, I 

ON” | « rectrared 
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n retreated- with great caution and referve,—and 
told them it was in vain to talk of marriage; ſince 
« circumſtances would not permit us to live in that 
« elegant pretty manner which we both wiſhed 
« and were formed' for, and therefore prudence 
% required greater diſtance and reſerve than former - 
6 Iy,—-1 wrote ſeldom, —my viſits were few, and I * 
© treated them with more coldneſs and freedom. 
*« tilFat length I abandoned them to the ungovern- 
« able paſſions, jealouſy and diſpaif. But while I 
« was gradtally retreating from them, I was medi- 
ci tating, Madam, and training up freſh victims for 
« your altars; and being well accompliſhed in love- 
e wills, by long experience and practice, I became 
i ſnch an adept in gallantry and polite diſſimulation, 
that few- eſcaped theſnareT laid for them. Thus. 
« unwearied have I: been, Goddeſs, to ſatisfy my 
% boundleſs paſſion for yon ; and though many 
e may have added more votaries; yet none ever ad- 
« ded ſuch faithful, ſighing, paſſionate ones to your 
© train, In this triumphant courſe of indulgence 
“ have ſpent now many years, and have (thanks 
«© to yonr divinity) got the better of all thoſe 
idle ſeruples which uſed to teaze me now and 
and then im my cooler moods ; fo that there is 
«© not a ſtep of my paſt conduct, which I cannot 
&© juſtify by the ſtticteſt maxims of delicacy; and a 
fine taſte; but alas ! Madam, my arts are grown 
« ſo ſtale, that all ſee through them, and moſt girls 
* ſhun me as they would a peſtilence. My cha- 
«« rater is but indifferent among the unthinking- 
* many; but if I can approve my conduct to your 
** divinity and the — few among your vo- 
© taries, I deſpiſe the cenſure of the vulgar and 
laugh at fame as the bubble of Fools. However, 
I have ſome thoughts of retiring from the ſcene, 
dend decoying ſome blooming country girl ＋ — | 
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„ freſh me when I grow old, and enliven my re- 
* membrance of paſt delights.” | f 
The Goddeſs heard him with deep attention, and 
the whole company ſeemed to wait her deciſion with 
no ſmall ſuſpence, when looking at him with a gra- 
cious ſmile, ſhe deſcended two or three ſteps from 
the throne, and taking the garland from her own 
head, ſhe wreathed it about his, telling him he 
richly deſerved it as the moſt meritorious. of all her 
votaries. As a mark of her ſingular regard, ſhe 
appointed ſome of the oldeſt and moſt faithful of 
her retinue to be always at his ſervice, whenever he 
bad occaſion for them ; thoſe I can remember were 
Fraud, Diſimulation, Leachery, Impotence, Satiety, 
Pride, and Infamy. She ordered withal, that he ſhould 
be confined ordinarily in one of the outer offices 
belonging to. hey own palace, where his common 
buſineſs ſhould be ta invent new means, arts, and 
inſtruments of pleaſure, and his amufement to weave 
"nets to catch flies, with ſuch like relaxations which 
ſeemed but ſuited to the ingenious ſingularity of his 
' taſte, Thoſe ladies he had ruined were likewiſe 
appointed to pay him frequent viſits at the grate, 
to keep him from thinking the time long in his con- 
finement.— He went away frowning and biting his: 
lips. However, methought all the ſpectators ap 
plauded the deciſions of the Goddeſs, but. thaſe: 
who. were affected by them. £$ 
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1A UH ans FAL SEH OO D. 


Quod fi Platonis muſa perſonat verum, 
Quod quiſque diſcit, immemor recordatur. Bog rius. 


Truth in platonic ornaments bedeck'd, 
Inforc'd we love, unheeding recollect. 


T is reported of the Perſians, by an ancient 

writer, that the ſum of their education conſiſted; 
in teaching youth to ride, to. ſhoot with the bow, 
and to ſpeak truth. - 

The bow and the horſe were eaſily maſtered, but 
it would have been happy if we had been informed: 
by what arts veracity was cultivated, and by what 
preſervatives a Perſian mind was ſecured againſt the 
temptations of Falſehood. 

There are, indeed, in the preſent corruption of; 
mankind; many incitements to. forſake truth; the. 
need of palliating our own faults, and the conveni-. 
ence of impoſing on the ignorance or credulity of- 
others, ſo frequently occur: ſo many immediate evils. 
are to be avoided, and ſo many preſent gratifica-. 
tions obtained by craft and deluſion, that very few- 
of thoſe who are much entangled in life, have ſpirit. 
and conſtancy ſufficient. to ſupport them in the ſteady; 
practice of. open veracity. - 

In order that all men may be taught to ſpeak 
uid, it is neceſſary that all likewiſe W 
FL 


o 
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hear it; for no ſpecies of Falſehood is more frequent 
than flattery, to Which the coward- is: betrayed by 


M 

W 

fear, the dependent by intereſt, and the friend by 5 
tenderneſs: Thoſe who are neither ſervile nor wif ſt 

At 

© 


rous, are yet. deſirous th beſtow: pleaſufe z. and while 
unjuſt demands of praile continue to be made, there. 
will always be ſome whom hope, fear, or kindneſs, 
will difpoſe to pay them. a 

The guilt of Falſehood is very widely extended, t 
and many whom their conſcience. can ſcareely charge 
with ſtooping. to a lye, have vitiated. the morals of 
others by their vanity, and patronized the vice which 
they believe themſelves to abhor. 

Truth is, indeed; not᷑ oftery weleome for its: own: 
ſake; it is | generally unpleaſing becauſe contrary to 
our wiſhes and oppoſite to our practice; and as our. 
attention naturally follows our intereſt, we hear um 
veillingly what we are afraid to know, and ſobon for- 
get what we have no inelination to impreſs upon our: 
memories. 

For this reaſon many arts eftnffrudior hate been 

_ - invented, by which the reluctanee againſt Proth- 

. may be overcome; and as phyſſc is given to chidren 
ih confections; precepts. have been hidden under a 
thouſand appearances, that mankind may be' bribed | 
by pleaſure to'efeape' deſtruction. 

While the world was yet in its infaney, Truth 
came among mortals from above, and Falſehood 
from below. Truth was the daughter of Jupiter 
and Wiſdom; Falſehood was the progeny of Folly/ 

"—ittpregnated* by the Wind. They advanced with 
equal confidence to ſeize the dominion of the new 
creation, and as their enmity and their force were 
vel know to the eeleſſials, all the eyes of heaven 
were turned upon the contelk. 

Frath ſeemed conſcions of ſuperior power and 
Juſtcr claim, auck therefore camo on toweringand- 

ma jeſtic, 
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majeſtic, unaſſiſted and alone; Reaſon indeed al- 
ways attended her, but appeared her follower, 
rather than companion. Her march was ſlow and 
flately, but her motion was perpetually progreſſive, 
and when once ſhe had grounded her foot, neither 
gods nor men could force her to retire, 

Falſehood always endeavoured to copy the mien 
and attitudes of Truth, and was very ſucceſsful in 
the arts of mimickry. She was ſurrounded, ani- 
mated, and ſupported by innumerable 1 of aps» 
petites and paſſians, but, like other feeble com- 
manders, was obliged often to receive law from her 
allies, Her motions were ſudden, irregular, and 
violent; for ſhe had no ſteadineſs nor conſtancy. 
She often gained conqueſts by haſty incurſions, 
which ſhe: never, hoped to keep by her own ſtrength, 
but maintained: by the help of the paſſions, whom 
the generally found reſolute and faithful. 

It ſometimes happened that the antagoniſts met 
in full oppoſition. In theſe encounters, Falſehood 
always inveſted her head with clouds, and com- 
manded Fraud to place ambuſhes about her. In her 
left hand ſhe! bore the ſhield of Impudence, and the 
quiver of Sophiſtry rattled on her ſhoulder. All 
the paſſions attended at her call; Vanity clapped her 
wings before, and obſtinacy ſupported her behind. 
Thus guarded and aſſiſted; ſhe ſometimes. advanced 
againſt truth, and ſometimes waited the attack; 
but always endeavoured to ſkirmiſſi at a diftance, 
perpetually ſhifted her ground and let fiy her arrows 
in different directions; for ſhe certainly: found that 
her ſtrength failed, whenever the eye of truth darted 
full upon her. os 

Truth had the awful aſpect though not the thun: 
der of her father, and when the long continuance 
of the conteſt brought them near to one another, 
Falſehoad-let the arms of Sophiſtry fall from "= 

gar. . | graſp, 
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graſp, and; holding up the ſhield of Impudence 
with both her hands, ſheltered herſelf amongſt the 
paſſions. 

Truth, though he was often wounded; always 
recovered in a ſhort time; but it was common for 
the ſlighteſt hurt, received by Falſehood, to ſpread 
its malignity to the neighbouring parts, and to burſt 
open again when it ſeemed to have been cured, - 
Falſehood, in a ſhort time, found by experience 
that her ſuperiority conſiſted only in the celerity of 
her courſe, and the changes of her poſture. She 
therefore ordered Suſpicion to beat the ground be- 
fore her, and avoided with great care to croſs the 


Way of Truth, who, as ſhe never varied her point, 


but moved conſtantly upon the ſame line was eaſily 
eſcaped by the oblique and deſultory movements, 
the quick retreats and active doubles which Falſehood 
a. ways practiſed, when the enemy began to raile 
terror by her approach. 

By this procedure Falſehood every hour encroach- 
ed upon the world, and extended her empire through 
all climes and regten. Wherever ſhe carried her 
victories ſhe left the paſſions in full authority behind 
her ; who were ſo well pleaſed with command, that 
they beld out with great obſtinacy when Truth 
came to ſeize their poſts, and never failed to retard 
her progreſs though they could not always ſtop it: 
they yielded at laſt with great reluctance, frequent 
rallies, and ſullen ſubmiſſion; and always inclined 
to revolt, when Truth ceaſed to awe them by her im- 


- mediate preſence. 


Truth, who, when ſhe firſt deſcended from the 

heavenly palaces, expected to have been received by 

univerſal acclamation, cheriſhed with kindneſs, heard 

with obedience, and invited to ſpread her influence 

from province to province, now found, that where- 

ever he came, ſhe muſt force her pallage. yy 
intelle 
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intelle& was precluded by Prejudice, and every heart 
preoccupied by Paſſion. She indeed advanced, but 
ſhe advanced ſlowly; and often loſt the conqueſts. 
which ſhe left behind her, by ſudden inſurrections 
of the appetites, that ſhook off their allegiance, 
and ranged themſelves again under the banner of 
her enemy. 

Truth, however, did not grow weaker by the 
ſtruggle, for her vigour was unconquerable ; yet ſhe 
was provoked to ſee herſelf thus baffled and impeded 
by an enemy, whom ſhe looked on with contempt, 
and who had no advantage but ſuch as ſhe owed to 
inconſtancy, weakneſs, and artifice. She therefore, 
in the anger of diſappointment, called upon her fa- 
ther Jupiter to re-eſtabliſh her in the ſkies, and leave 
mankind to the diſogder and miſery which they de- 
ſerved by ſubmitting willingly to the uſurpation of 
Falſehood. | N 

Jupiter compaſſionated the world too much to 
grant her requeſt, yet was willing to eaſe her labours 
and mitigate her vexation. He commanded her to 
conſult the muſes by what meds ſhe might obtain 
an eaſter reception, and reign without the toil of 
inceſſant war, It was then diſcovered, that ſhe 
obſtructed her own progreſs by the ſeverity of her 
aſpect, and the ſolemnity of her dictates; and that 
men would never willingly admit her, till they ceaſed 
to fear her, ſince by giving themſelves up to Falſe- 
hood they ſeldom made any ſacrifice of their eaſe or 
pleaſure, becauſe ſhe took the ſhape that was moſt 
engaging, and always ſuffered herſelf to be dreſſed 
and painted by Deſire. The muſes wove in the 
loom of Pallas, a looſe and changeable robe, like 
that in which Falſehood captivated her admirers ; 
with this they inveſted Truth, and named her Fiction. 
She now went out again to conquer with more ſuc- 
ceſs; for when ſhe demanded entrance of the Paſ- 

lt ſions, 
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flons, they often miſtook: her for Falſehood, and de- 
livered up their charge: but when ſhe had once 
taken poſſeſſion, ſhe was ſoon diſrobed by Reaſon, 


and ſhone out, in her original form, with native 
effulgence and reſiſtleſs dignity. 


4A L LE GOR Y XIII. 
R E PRO OF AND REPROACH: 


Quid mentem traxiſſe polo, quid profit altum 
Erexiſſe caput, pecudum i more perrerant F CAU. 


What profits us, that we from heaven derive. 
A ſoul immortal, and with looks. erect 
- Survey: the ſtars ; if, like the bal kind, 
We follow where our paſſions lead the way. 


_ WAS conſidering laſt night, when I could not 
| how noble a part of the creation man was 
Franz hs be, and how diſtinguiſhed in all his actions 
above other earthly creatures. From whence. 1 fell 
to take a view of the change and corruption which 
he has introduced into his own. condition, the gro- 
velling appetites, the mean characters of ſenſe, and 
wild courſes of paſſions, that caſt him from the de- 
gree in which Providence had placed him, the de- 
baſing himſelf with qualifications not his own, and 
his degenerating into a lower ſphere of action. This N 
inſpired me with a mixture of contempt and anger: 


which however, was not ſo violent as to hinder the 
return. 


YOUNG LADIES. 117 


return of ſleep, but grew confuſed as that came up- 
on me, and made me end my refleftians with giving 
mankind the opprobrious names of inconſiderate, 
mad, and fooliſh. | 

Here, agent, Oh where my waking reaſon left 
the ſubje&, my fancy purſued it in a dream; and 1 
imagined myſelt in a loud ſoliloquy of paſſion, rail 
ing at my ſpecies, and walking hard to get rid of 
the company I deſpiſed ; when two men who over- 
heard me made up on either hand. Theſe Job- 
ſerved had many features in common, which might 
occaſion the miſtake of the one for the other in 
thoſe to Whom they appear ſingle; but I, who 
ſaw them together, could eaſily perceive, that though 
there was an air of ſeverity in each, it was temper- 
ed with a natural ſweetneſs in the one, and by turns 
conſtrained or ruffled by the deſigns of malice in the 
other. _ 
I was at a loſs to know the reaſon of their joining 
me fo briſkly, when he, whoſe appearance diſpleaſed 
me moſt, thus addreſſed his companion. Pray, bro- 
ther, let him alone, and we ſhall immediately fee 
him transformed into a tyger. This ſtruck me with 
horror, which the other perceived, and pitying my 
diſorder, bid me be of good courage, for though I 
had been ſavage in my treatment of mankind (whom 
I ſhould rather reform than rail againſt) he would, 
however, endeavour to reſcue me from my danger. 
At this I looked a little more chearful, and while 1 
teſtified my reſignation to him, we ſaw the angry 
brother fling away from us in a paſſion for his diſ- 
appointment. Being now left to my friend, I 
went back with him at his deſire, that I might 
know the meaning of thoſe words which ſo affright- 
ed me. | 

As we went along, to inform you, ſays he, with 
whom you have this adventure, my name is * 
an 
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and his Reproach, both born of the ſame mother, 
but of different fathers. Truth is our common pa. 
rent. Friendſhip, who ſaw her, fell in love with 
her, and ſhe being pleaſed with him, he begat me 

upon her; but a while after Enmity lying in ambuſh 
for her, became the father of him whom you ſaw 
along with me. The temper of our mother incline 
us to the ſame ſort of buſineſs, the informing man- 
kind of their faults ; but the different complexions 
of our fathers make us differ in our deſigns and 
company. -I have a natural benevolence in my 
mind, which engages me with friends, and hea 
natural impetuoſity in his, which caſts him among 
enemies. 

As he thus diſcourſed, we came to a place where 
there were three entrances into as many ſeveral walks, 
-which lay beſide one another. We paſſed into the 
middlemoſt, a plain, ſtrait, regular walk, ſet with 
trees, which added to the beauty of the place, but 
did not ſocloſe their boughs overhead as toexclude the 
light from it. Here as we walked I was made to ob- 
\ ſerve, how the road on one hand was full of rocks 
and precipices, over which Reproach (wha had al- 
ready gorten thither) was furiouſly driving unhappy 

wretches; the other {ide was all laid out in gardens 
of gaudy tulips, amongſt whole leaves the . 
. wreathed, and at the end of every graſſy walk the 
enchantreſs Flattery was weaving bowers to lull 
ſouls aſleep in. We continued ſtill walking on the 
middle way, till we arrived at a building in which 
it terminated. This was formerly erected by Truth 
for a watch-tower, from whence ſhe took a view of 
the earth, and, as ſhe ſaw occaſion, ſent out Reproof, 
-or even Reproach, for our reformation, Over the 
door I took notice that a face was carved with a 
heart upon the lips of it, and preſently called to 
mind that this was the ancients emblem of * 
Ye 1 
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Ta the entrance I met with Freedom of Speech, and 
Complaiſance, who had for a long time looked upon 
one another as enemies; but Reproof has ſo happily 
brought them together, that they now act as friends 
and fellow-agents in the ſame family. Before I 
aſcended the ſtairs, I had my eyes purified by a 
water which made me ſee extremely clear, and I 
thiak they ſaid it ſprung in a pit, from whence (as 
Democritus had reported) they formerly brought up 
Truth, who had hid herſelf in it. 1 was then ad- 
mitted to the upper chamber of proſpect, which was 
called the Knowledgeof Mankind ; here the window 
was no ſooner opened, but I perceived the clouds to 
roll off and part before me, and a ſcene of all the 
variety of the world preſented itſelf. 
But how different was mankind in this view, from 
what it uſed to appear ! Methought the very ſhape 
of moſt of them was loſt; ſome had the heads of 
dogs, others of apes or parrots, and, in ſhort, 
where-ever any one took upon him the inferior and 
unworthy qualities of other creatures, the change 
of his ſoul became viſible in his countenance. The 
ſtrutting pride of him who is endued with brutality 
inſtead of courage, made his face ſhoot out in the 
form of a horſe's ; his eyes became prominent, his 
noſtrils widened, and his wig untying flowed down 
on one ſide of his neck in a waving mane. The 
talkativeneſs of thoſeqwho love the ill nature of con- 
verſation made them turn into aſſemblies of geeſe, 
their lips- hardened into bills by eternal uſing, they 
gabbled for diverſion, they hiſſed in ſcandal, and 
their ruffles falling back on their arms, a ſucceſſion 
of little feathers appeared, which formed wings for 
them to flutter with from one viſit to another. * The 
envious and malicious lay on the ground with heads 
of different ſorts of ſerpents, and not endeavouring 
to erect themſelves, but meditating miſchief to 
others, 


* 
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others, they ſucked the poiſon-of the earth, ſhary. 
ened their tongues to ſtings upon the ſtones, and rolled 
their trains unperceivably beneath their habits. The 
hypocritical oppreſſors wore the faces of crocodiles, 
their mouths were inſtraments of cruelty, their eyes 
of deceit; they committed wickedneſs, and bemoan- 
ed that there ſhould be ſo much of it in the world; 
they devoured the unwary, and wept over the re. 
mains of them. The covetous had fo hooked and 
worn their fingers by counting intereſt upon intereſt, 
that they were converted to the claws of harpies, and 
theſe they ſtill were ſtretching out for more, yet 
ſeemed unſatisfied with their acquiſitions. The 
Marpers had the looks of camelions; they every 
minute changed their appearance, and fed on ſwarms 
of flies which fell as ſo many cullies amongſt them, 
The bully ſeemed as a dunghill cock, he creſted well, 
and bore his comb aloft ; he was beaten almoſt by 
every one, yet ſtill ſang for triumph; and only the 
mean coward pricked up the ears of a hare to fly be- 
fore him. Criticks were turned into cats, Whoſe 
pleaſure and grumbling go together. Fops were 
apes in embroidered jackets. ' Flatterers were curled 
{panicls, fawning and crouching. The crafty had 
the face of a fox, the ſlothful of an aſs, the cruel 
Of a wolf, the il|-bred of a bear, the leachers were 
goats, and the gluttons ſwine. Drunkenneſs was 
the only vice that did not change the face of its 
profeſſors into that of another creature; but this [ 
*ook to be far from a privilege, for theſe two reaſons; 
SDecauſe it ſufficiently deforms them of itſelf, and 
decauſe none of the lower ranks of beings is guilty 
of ſo fooliſh an intemperance. 
I was taking à view of theſe repreſentations of 
things, without any more order than is uſual in a 
Bream, or in the confuſion of the world itſelf, I 


perceived a concern within me for what I ſaw; my 
eyes 
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eyes began to moiſten, and as if the virtue of that 
water with which they were purified was loſt for a 
time, by their being touched with that which aroſe 
from a paſſion, the clouds immediately began to ga- 
ther again, and cloſe from either hand upon the 

roſpett. I then turned towards my guide, who 
addreſſed himſelf to me after this manner : you have 
ſeen the condition of mankind when it deſcends 
from its dignity; now therefore guard yourſelf from 
that degeneracy by a modeſt greatneſs of ſpirit on 
one ſide, and a conſcious ſhame on the other. Eu- 
dewour alſo with a generoſity of goodneſs to make 
your friends aware of it; let them know what de- 
fects you perceive are growing upon them; handle 
the matter as you ſee reaſon, either with the airs of 
ſevere or humerous affection; ſometimes phinly 
deſcribing the degeneracy in its full proper colours, 
or at other times letting them know that if they 
proceed as they have begun, you give them to ſuch 
a-day, or ſo many months, to turn bears, wolves, 
or foxes, &c. Neither neglect your more remote 
acquaintance, where you ſee any worthy and ſuſcep- 
tible of admoniĩtion; expoſe the beaſts whoſe quali- 
ties you ſee them putting on, where you have no 
mind to engage with their perſons. The poſſibility 
of their applying this is very obvious: the Egyp- 
tians faw it ſo clearly, that they made the pictures 
of animals explain their minds to one another inſtead 
ot writing ; and indeed it is hardly to be miſſed, 
ſince Eſop took them out of their mute condition, 
and taught them to ſpeak for themſelves with rela+ 
tion to the actions of mankind. - 
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ALLEGORY XIV. 


COMMON T AM E. 


= 1 is a ſet of mankind, who are wholly 


employed in the ill - natured office of gather- 
ing up a collection of ſtories that leſſen the reputa- 
tion of others, and ſpreading them abroad with a a 
£ertain air of ſatisfaction. Perhaps, indeed, an in- 
nocent and unmeaning curioſity, a deſire of being 
informed concerning thoſe we live with, or a will- 
ingneſs to profit by reflection upon the actions of 
others, may ſometimes afford an excuſe, or ſome- 
times a defence, for inquiſitiveneſs; but certainly it 


is beyond all excuſe a tranſgreſſion againſt 'huma- 


nity, to carry the matter further, to tear off the 
dreſſings, as I may ſay, from the wounds. of a 
friend, and expoſe them to, the air in cruel fits of 
diverſion ; and yet we have ſomething more to be- 
moan, an ontrage of an higher nature, which man- 
kind is guilty of when they are not content to 
ſpread the ſtories of folly, frailty, and vice, but 
even enlarge them, or invent new ones, and blacken 
characters, that we may appear ridiculous or hate- 
ful to one another. From ſuch practices as theſe 
it happens, that ſome feel a ſorrow, and others are 
agitated with a ſpirit of revenge ; that ſcandals or 
lies are told, becauſe another has told ſuch before; 


that reſentments and quarrels ariſe, and injuries are 
| given, 
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given, received, and multiplied, in à ſcene of 
- All this I have often obſerved, with abundance 
of concern; and having a perfect deſire to further 
the happineſs' of mankind, I lately ſet myſelf to 
conſider the cauſes from whence ſuch evils ariſe, 
and the remedies which may be applied. Where- 
upon I ſhut. my eyes to prevent diſtraction from 
outward objects, and a while after ſhot away, upon 
an impulſe of thought, into the world of ideas, 
where abſtracted qualities become viſible in ſuch 
appearances as were agreeable to each of their 
natures. | 
That part of the country, where I happened to 
light, was the -moſt noiſy that I had ever known, 
The winds whiſtled, the leaves ruſtled, the brooks 
rumbled, the birds chattered, the tongues of men 
were heard, and the echo mingled ſomething of «4 
every ſound in its repetition, ſo that there was a 
{trange confuſion and uproar of founds about me. 
At length, as the noiſe ſtill encreaſed, I could diſ- 
cern a man habited like a herald (and, as I after-, 
wards underſtood) called Novelty, that came for- 
ward, proclaiming a ſolemn day to be kept at the 
houſe of Common Fame. Immediately behind hiny 
advanced three nymphs, who had monſtrous ap- 
pearances. The firſt of theſe was Curioſity, ha- 
bited like a virgin, and having an hundred. ears. 
upon her head to ſerve: in her enquiries. I he 
{ſecond of theſe was Talkativenels, a little better 
grown; ſhe ſeemed to be like a young wife, and 
had an hundred tongues to ſpread her ſtories. The 
third was Cenſoriouſneſs, habited like a widow, 
and ſurrounded with an hundred ſquinting eyes of 
a malignant influence, which ſo obliquely darted on 
all around, that it was impoſſible to ſay which of 
them had brought in the information ſhe boaſted of. 
_—_ Theſe, 


* 
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Theſe, as I was informed, had been very inftru- 
mental in preſerving and rezring Common F 

when upon her birth-day ſhe was ſhuMled into a 
eroud, to eſcape the ſearch which Truth might 


have made after her and her parents. Curioſity 


found her there, Talkativeneſs conveyed her away, 
and Cenſoriouſnefs ſo nurſed her up, that in a ſhort 
time ſhe grew to a prodigious ſize, and obtained an 
empire over the univerſe ; wherefore the Power, iti 
gratitude for theſe ſervices, has ſince advanced them 
to her higheſt employments. The next that came 
forward in this proceſſion was a light damſel, called 


Credulity, who carried behind them the lamp, the 


ſilver veſſel with a ſpout, and other inſtruments 
proper for this folemn occaſion. - She had formerly 
ſeen theſe three together, and conjecturing from the 


number of their ears, tongues, and eyes, that they 


might be the proper Genii of Attention, Familiar 
Converſe, and Ocular Demonſtration, ſhe from that 
time gave herſelf up to attend them. The laſt who 


followed were ſpme who had cloſely. muMed them- 


ſelves in upper garments, ſo that I could not diſcern. 
who they were; but juſt as the foremoſt of them 


was come up, I a glad, ſays ſhe, calling me by 


"my name, to meet you at this time, ſtay cloſe by 


me, and rake a ſtrict obſervation of all that paſſes. 
Her voice was ſweet and commanding, I thought I 


had ſomewhere heard it ; and from her, as I went 


along, I learned the meaning of every thing which 


Offered. 5 


We now marched. forward through the Rogkery 
ol Rumours, which flew thick and with a terrible 
din all around us. At length we arrived at the 
hoaſe-of Common Fame, where a hecatomb of re- 
putations was that day to full for her pleaſure. The 
houſe ſtood upon an eminence, having a thouſand 
paſlages to it, and a thou'and whiſpering holes _ F 
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the conveyance of ſound. The hall we entered was 
formed with the art of a muſic-chamber for the im- 

rovement of noiſes. Reſt and Silence are baniſh- 
ed the place. Stories of different natures wander in 
light flocks all about, ſometimes truths and lies, or 
ſometimes lies themſelves, claſhing againſt one an- 
other. In the middle ſtood a table painted after the 
manner of the remoteſt Aſiatic countries, upon 
which the lamp, the filver veſſel, and cups of a 
white earth, were planted in order. Then dried 
herbs were brought, collected for the folemnity in 
moon-ſhine, and water being pnt to them, there 
was a greeniſh liquor made, to which they added 
the flower of milk, and an extraction from the canes 
of America, for performing a libation to the infer- 
nal Powers of Miſchief. After this, Curioſity, re- 
tiring to a withdrawing-room, brought forth- the 
Victims, being to appearance a fet- of ſmall waxen 
images, which ſhe laid upon the table one after an- 
other. Immediately Talkativeneſs gave each of 
them the name of ſome one, whom for the time 
they were to repreſent ; and Cenſoriouſneſs ſtuck 
them all about with black pins, ſtill pronouncing at 
_ every one ſhe ſtuck, — to the prejudice of 

the perſons repreſented. No ſooner were theſe rites 
performed, and incantations uttered, but the ſound 
of a ſpeaking trumpet was heard in the air, by 
which they knew the Diety of the place was propi- 
tiated and aſſiſting. Uponghis the ſky grew darker, 
a ſtorm aroſe, and murmurs, ſighs,” groans, cries, 
and the words of grief or reſentment were heard 
within it. Thus the thzee ſorcereſſes diſcovered, 
that they, whoſe: names they had given to the 
images, were already affected with what was done 
to them in effigy. - The knowledge of this was re- 
ccived with the loudeſt laughter, and in many con- 

A gratula- 


_ threw off her upper garment of reſerve, and 


this the detected ſorcereſſes endeavoured to eſcape 
in a cloud which 1 ſaw began to thicken about 
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| gratulatory words they applauded one another's wit 


and power. 
As matters were at this high point of diſorder, 


the muffled lady, whom I attended on, being no 


longer able to endure ſuch barbarous proceedings, 


ed to be Truth. As ſoon as ſhe had confeſſed her · 
ſelf preſent, the ſpeaking-trumpet ceaſed to ſound, 
the {ky cleared up, the ſtorm abated, the noiſes 
which were heard ia it ended, the laughter of the 
company was over, and a ſerene light, till then 
vaknowa to the place, was diffuſed around it. At 


them, but it was ſoon diſperſed, their charms being 
controuled and prevailed over by the ſuperior Divi- 
pity. For my part, I was exceedingly glad to fee 
it ſo, and began to conſider what puniſhments ſhe 
would inflict upon them. I fancied it would be 


proper to cut off Curioſity's ears, and fix them to 


the eaves of houſes, to nail the toygues of Talka+ 
tiveneſs to Indian tables, and to put. out the eyes 


of Cenſoriouſneſs with a” flaſh of her light. In 
 reſpett of Credulity I had indeed ſome little pity, 


and had I been judge, ſhe might -perhaps have 
eſcaped with a hearty reproof. | 
But I ſoon found that the diſcerning judge had 
other deſigns; ſhe knew them for ſuch as will not 


be deftroyed intirely, while mankind is in being, 


and yet ought to have a brand and puniſhment 


- Wffixed to them, that they may be avoided. Where- 


fore ſhe took a ſeat for judgment, and had the cri- 
minals brought forward by Shame, ever bluſhing, 


and Trouble with a whip of many laſhes, two 
phantoms who had dogged the proceſſion in diſguiſe, 
and waited till they had an authority from Truth to 
lay hands upon them. Immediately then ſhe * 
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ed Curioſity and Talkativeneſs to be fettered toge- 
ther, that the one ſhould never ſuffer the other to 
reſt, nor the other ever let her remain undiſcovered. 
Light Credulity ſhe linked to Shame at the Tor- 
menter's own requeſt, who was pleaſed to be thus 
ſecure that her priſoner ſhould not eſcape ; and this 
was done partly for her puniſhment, and partly 
for her amendment. Cenſoriouſneſs was alſo in like 
manner begged by Trouble, and had her aſſigned 
for an eternal companion. After they were thus 
chained with one another, by the judge's order, 
ſhe drove them from the preſence to wander for ever 
through the world, with ber ſtalking before 
them, 

The cauſe being now over, he retreated from 
. ight within the ſplendor of her own glory, which 
leaving the houſe i it had brightened, the ſounds that 
were proper to the place began to be as loud and 
confuſed as when we entered, and their being no 
longer a clear diſtinguiſhed ap of any ob- 
jets repreſented to me, 1 returned from the EXCUT- | 
ſion I had made in fancy. | 
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Exiles, the proverb ſays, ſubſiſt on _ mere. 


Deluſive hope ſtill points to diſtant go 
To good that — approach. 


5 HERE is no temper ſo generally indulged. 
- as hope: other paſſions operate by ſtarts on 
particular occaſions, or in certain parts of life; but 
hope begins with the firſt power of comparing our 
actual with our poſſible ſtate, and attends us thr | 
every ſtage and period, always urging us forward 
to new acquiſitions, and holding out ſome diſtant 


bleſſing to our view, promiſing us either relief from 


- pain, or increaſe of happineſs. 


Hope is neceſſary in every condition. The miſe- 


ries of poverty, of ſickneſs, of captivity, would, 
without this comfort, be inſupportable ; nor does it 
appear that the happieft lot of terreſtrial exiſtence 
can fet us above the want of this general bleſſing, 


or that life, when the gifts of nature and of fortune 


are accumulated upon it, would not. ſtill be wretch · 
ed, were it not elevated and delighted by the expec- 
tation of ſome new poſſeſſion, of ſome enjoyment 
yet behind, by which the wiſh ſhall be at laſt ſa- 
bs + {hag | | tisfied, 
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tisfied, and the heart filled up to its utmoſt - 
extent. 8 —_ 

Hope is, indeed, very fallacious, and promiſes 
what it ſeldom gives; but its promiſes are more 
valuable than the gifts of fortune, and it ſeldom 
fruſtrates us without aſſuring us of reeompenſing 
the delay by a greater bounty. | 

I was muſing on this ſtrange inclination which 
every man feels to deceive himſelf, and conſidering 
the advantages and dangers proceeding from this 
gay proſpect of futurity, when, falling aſleep, om 
a ſudden I found myſelf placed in a garden, of 
which my ſight could deſery no limits. Every 
ſcene about me was gay and gladſome, light with 
ſun-ſhine, .and fragrant with perfumes; the ground 
was painted with all the variety of ſpring, and all 
the choir of nature was ſinging in the groves, 
When I had recovered from the firſt raptures, with 
which the confuſion of pleaſure had for a time en- 
tranced me, 1 began to take a particular and deli- 
berate view of this delightful region, I then per- 
ceived thar I had yet higher gratifications to expeR,. 
and that, at a ſmall diſtance from me, there were 
brighter flowers, clearer fountains, and more lofty 

roves, Where the birds, which I yet heard but 
Rintly, were exerting all the power of melody, 
The trees about me were beautiful with verdure, 
and fragrant with bloſſoms ; but, I was tempted to 
leave them by the ſight of ripe fruits, which ſeem- 
ed to hang only to be plucked. I therefore walked 
haſtily forwards, but found, as I proceeded, that 
the colours of the field faded at my approach, the 
fruit fell before I reached it, the birds flew ſtill frng- 
ing before me, and though I preſſed onward with 
great celerity, I was ſtill in fight of pleaſures of 
which I could not yet gain the poſſeſſion, and which” 
G 5. ſeemed 
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a '{cemed to mock my diligence, and to retire as I ad- 


vanced. | 
20 Weng I was confounded with fo many alter. 
nations of joy and grief, I yet perſiſted to ge for- 
ward, in hopes that theſe fugitive delights would 
in time be overtaken. At length I faw an inny- 
merable multitude of every age and ſex, who ſeem - 
ech all to partake of ſome general felicity-; for every 
.cheek was fluſhed with confidence, and every eye 
1 . with eagerneſs; yet each appeared to have 
ſome particular and ſeeret pleaſure, and very few 
- - were, willing to communicate their intentions, or 
extend their concern beyond themſelves. Moſt of 
them ſeemed, by the rapidity of their motion, too 
buſy to gratify the curioſity of a ſtranger, and there- 
fore I was content for a while to gaze upon them, 
_ without. interrupting them with troubleſome enqui- 
. ries. At laft I obſerved one man worn with time, 
and unable to ſtruggle in the croud ; and, there- 
- fore, ſuppoſing him more at leiſure, I began to ac- 
colt him: but he turned from me with anger, and 
told me he muſt not be diſturbed, for the great hour 
of projection was now come, when Mercury ſhould 
- Joſe his wings, and ſlavery ſhould no longer dig the 
mine for gold. d Eng | 
I left him, and attempted another, whoſe ſoft- 
neſs. of mein, and eaſy movement, gave me reaſon 
to hope for a more agreeable reception: but he told 
me, with a low bow, that nothing would make him 
more happy than an opportunity of ſerving me, 
- which he could not now want, for a place which 
he had been twenty years ſoliciting would be ſoon 
vacant, From him I had recourſe to the next, who 
was departing in haſte to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate 
of an uncle, who by the . of nature could not 


live long. He that followed was preparing te 2 
- | | ter 


> 
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for treaſure in a- new-invented bell; and another 
was on the point of diſcovering the lengitude. h 

Being thus rejected whereſoever 1 applied my- 
felf for inforwvutivn, I began to imagine it beſt to 
deſiſt from enquiry, and try what my own obſerva- 
tion would diſcover : but ſeeing a young man, gay 
and thoughtleſs, I reſolved upon one more experi- 
ment, and was informed that I was in the garden 
of Hope, the daughter of Defire, and that all 
thoſe whom I ſa thus tumultuouſly buſtling round 
me, were incited by the promiſes of Hope, and 
haſtening to ſeize the gifts which ſhe held in her 
hand, 

I turned my fight upward, and faw a goddeſs in 
the bloom of youth, fitting on a -throne ; around 
her lay all to gifts of forrune, and all the bleſſings . 
of life were 1925 abroad to view; ſhe had a per- 
petual gaiety of aſpect, and every one imagined 
that her ſmile, which was impartial and general, 
was directed to himſelf, and triumphed in his own 
ſuperiority to others, 'who had conceived the fame 
confidence from the fame miſtake. 

I then mounted an eminence from which I had 
a more extenſive view of the whole place, and could 
with leſs perplexity conſider the different conduct 
of the crouds that filled it. From this ſtation I ob- 
ſerved, that the entrance into the garden of Hope 
was by two gates, one of which was kept by 
Reaſon, and the other by Fancy. Reaſon was 
ſurly and ſcrupulous, and ſeldom turned the key 
without many interrogatories, and long heſitation ; }. 
but Fancy was a kind and gentle portreſs, ſhe held 
her gate wide open, and welcomed all equally to 
the diſtri under her ſuperintendency; fo that the 
paſſage was crouded by all thoſe who either feared 
the examination of Reaſon, or had been rejected by 


her. 
G 6 | Ba 
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From the gate of Reaſon there was a way to the 
throne of Hope, by a craggy, ſlippery, and wind- 
Jag path, called the Streight of Difficulty, which 
_ thoſe who entered with the permiſſion of the guard 
endeavoured to climb. But though they ſurveyed 
the way very chearfully before they began to riſe, 
and marked out the ſeveral ſtages of their progreſs, 
they commonly found unexpected obſtacles, and 


were obliged frequently to ſtop on the ſudden, where 


they imagined the way plain and even, A thou- 
ſand intricacies embarraſſed them, a thouſand ſlips 
threw them back, and a thouſand pitfals impeded 
their advance. So formidable were the dangers, 
and fo frequent the miſcarriages, that-many return- 
ed from the firſt attempt, and many fainted in the 
midſt of the way, and only a very ſmall number 
were led up to the ſummit of Hope, by the hand of 
Fortitude. Of theſe few the greater part, when 
they had obtained the gift which Hope had promiſ- 
ed them, regretted the labour which it coſt, and 
Felt in their ſucceſs the regret of diſappointment 
the reſt retired with their prize, and were led by 

Witdom to the bowers of Content. YN 
Turning then towards the gate of Fancy, I conld 
find no way to the ſeat of Hope; but though ſhe 
. at full in view, and held out her gifts with an air 
of invitation, which filled every heart with rapture, 
the mountain was, on that ſide, inacceſſibly ſteep, 
but ſo channelled and ſhaded, that none perceived 
the impoſſibility of aſcending it, but each imagined 
himſelf to have diſcovered a way to which the reſt 
were ſtrangers. Many expedients were indeed tried 
by this induſtrious tribe, of whom ſome were 
. making themſelves wings, which others were con- 
- triving to actuate by the perpetual motion. But 
wih all their labour, and all their artifices, they 
never roſe above the ground, or quickly fell back, 
: | nor 
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nor ever approached the throne of Hope, but con- 
tinued ſtill to gaze at a diſtance, and laughed at 
the flow progrefs of thoſe whom they ſaw toiling in 
the Streight of Difficulty. - - 

Part of the favourites of Fancy, when they had 
entered the garden, without making, like the reſt, 
an attempt to climb the mountain, turned imme- 
diately to the Vale of Idleneſs, a calm and undiſ- 
turbed retirement, from whence they could always 
have Hope in proſpect, and to which they pleaſed 
themſelves with believing that ſhe intended ſpeedily 
to deſcend; Theſe were indeed fcorned by all the 
reſt, and they ſeemed very little affected by con- 
tempt, advice, or reproof, but were reſolved to ex- 
pect at eaſe the favour of the goddeſs. 56k 

Among this gay race I was wandering, ..and 
found. them ready to anſwer all queſtions, and will- 
ing to communicate their mirth: but in turning 
round I faw two dreadful monſters entering the 
vale, one of whom I knew to be Age, and the 
other Want. Sport and revelling were now at an 
end, and an univerſal ſhriek of affright and dif 
ireſs buxſt out and awaked me. 


ALLE. 
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ALLEGORY xvi. 


PROSPERITY any ADVERSITY, 


HE manner in which this allegory is written, 


. & and the moral it contains, will be a better 


recommendation of it than any compliment I can 
give the author. I ſhall therefore lay it before my 
readers without farther preface. ' | 
Proſperity and Adverſity, the daughters of Pro- 
vidence, were ſent to the houſe of a rich Phceni- 
cian merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe reſidence was 
at Tyre, the capital city of that kingdom. 
Proſperity, \the eldeſt, was beautiful as the morn- 
ing, and chearful as the ſpring ; but Adverſity was 
" forrowful and ill-favoured. ; | 
Velaſco had two ſons, Felix and Uranio. They 
were both bred to commerce, though liberally edu- 
. cated, and had lived together from their infancy 
in the ſtricteſt harmony and friendſhip. But Love, 
before whom all the affections of the ſoul are as the 
traces of a ſhip upon the ocean, which remain 
only for a moment, threatened in an evil hour 
to ſet them at variance; for both were become 


enamoured with the beauties of Proſperity, The 


nymph, like one of the daughters of men, gave en- 
couragement to each by turns; but to avoid a par- 
- ticular declaration, ſhe avowed a reſolution never 
to marry, unleſs her ſiſter, from whom ſhe ſaid it 
was impoſſible for her to be long ſeparated, was 

married at the fame time. 
Velaſco, 
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Velaſco, who was no ſtranger to the paſſions of 
his ſons, and who dreaded every thing from their 
violence, to prevent conſequences, obliged them by 
his authority to decide their pretenfions by lots; 
each previouſly engaging in a folemn oath to marry 
the nymph that ſhould fall to his ſhare. The lots. 
were accordingly drawn; and Profperity became 
the wife of Felix, and Adverſity of Uranio. * 

Soon after the celebration of theſe nuptials Ve- 
laſco died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt ſon Felix 
the houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the 
greateſt part of his large fortune and effects. 

The huſband of Proſperity was ſo tranſported 
with the gay diſpoſition and enchanting beauties of 
his bride, that he cloathed her in gold and ſilver, 
and adorned ber with jewels of ineſtimable value. 
He built a palace for her in the woods; he turned 
rivers into his gardens, and beautified their banks 
with temples and pavilions. He entertained at his 
table the nobles of the land, delighting their ears 
with muſic, and their eyes with magnificence. But 
his kindred he beheld as ſtrangers, and the compa- 
nions of his youth paſſed by unregarded. His bro- 
ther alſo became hateful in his ſight, and in proceſs 
of time he commanded the doors of his houſe to 
be ſhut againſt him. ; 

But as the ſtream flows from its channel and 
loſes itſelf among the vallies, unleſs confined by 
banks, ſo alſo will the current of fortune be diſſi- 
pated, unleſs bounded by economy. In a few 
years the eſtate of Felix was waſted by extrava- 
gance, his merchandize failed him by neglect, and 
his effects were ſeized by the mercileſs hands of 
creditors, He applied himſelf for ſupport to the 
nobles and great men whom he had feaſted and 
made preſents to, but his voice was as the voice of 
a ſtranger, and they remembered not his face -; The 

| e iends 
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friends whom he had neglected derided him in their 
turn, his wife alſo inſulted him, and turned her 
back upon him and fled, Yet was his heart fo be- 
witched with her ſorceries, that he purſued her 
with entreaties, till by her haſte to abandon him, 
-her-maſk fell off, and diſcovered to him a face 
withered, and as deformed as before it had appear. 
ed youthful and engaging. 5 
What became of him afterwards tradition does 

not relate with certainty, It is believed that he 
fled into Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſeanty 
benevolence 'of a few friends, who had not totally 
deſerted” him, and that he died in a ſhort time, 

wretched and an exile. 
Let us now return to Uranio, who, as we have 
already obſerved, had been driven out. of doors by 
his brother Felix. Adverſity, though hateful to 
his heart, and a ſpectre to his eyes, was the con- 
ſtant attendant upon his ſteps :- and to aggravate his 
ſorrow; he received certain intelligence that his 
- richeſt veſſel was taken by a Sardinian pirate; that 
another was loſt upon the Lybian Syrtes, and, to 
compleat all, that the banker with whom the greateſt 
part of his ready money was entruſted, had deſerted 
his creditors and retired into Sicily. Collecting 


' therefore the ſmall remains of his fortune, He bid 


adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adverſity through un- 
frequented roads and foreſts overgrown with 
thickets, he came at laſt to a ſmall village at the 
foot of a mountain. Here they took up their abode 
for ſome time; and Adverſity, in return for all the 
- anxiety he had ſuffered, ſoftening the ſeverity of her 

looks, adminiſtered to him the moſt faithful coun- 


ſel, weaning his heart from the immoderate love of 


_ earthly things, and teaching him to revere the 
gods, and to place his whole truſt and happineſs 


in * government and protection. She huma- 
| | nized 


: 
* 
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nized his ſoul, made him modeſt and humble, 
taught him to compaſſionate the diſtreſſes of his 
fellow-creatures, and inclined him to relieve them. 
« am ſent (ſaid ſhe) by the gods to thoſe alone 
« whom they love: for I not only train them up 
« by my ſevere difcipline to future glory, but alſo 
prepare them to receive with a greater reliſh all 
« ſuch moderate enjoyments as-are not inconſiſtent 
« with this probationary ſtate. As the ſpider, when 
« aſſailed, ſeeks ſhelter in its inmoſt web, ſo the 
„% mind which I afflict, contracts its wandering 
„ thoughts, and flies for happineſs to itſelf. It 
was I who raiſed the characters of Cato, Socra- 
« tes, and Timoleon to ſo divine a height, and ſet 
them up as guides and examples to every future 
« age, Proſperity, my ſmiling, but treacherous 
« ſiſter, too frequently delivers thoſe whom ſhe has 
« ſeduced, to be ſcourged by her cruel followers, 
„ Anguiſh and Deſpair: while- Adverſity never fails 
to lead thoſe who will be inſtructed by her, to 
the bliſsful habitations of Tranquillity and Con- 
denk.“ | | ETA 
Uranio liſtened to her words with great atten - 
tion; and as he looked earneſtly on her face, the 
deformity of it ſeemed inſenfibly to decreaſe. By 
gentle degrees his averſion to her abated ; and at 
laſt, he gave himſelf wholly up to her counſel and 
direction. She would often repeat to him the wiſe 
maxim of the philoſopher, ©* That thoſe who want 
the feweſt things, approach neareſt to the gods, 
* who want nothing.” She admoniſhed him- to 
turn his eyes to the many thouſands beneath him, 
inſtead of gazing on the few who live in pomp and 
ſplendor ; and in his addreſſes to the gods, inſtead 
of aſking for riches and popularity, to pray for a 
virtuous mind, a quiet ſtate, an unblameable life, 
aud a death full of good hopes. | 
| - Finding 


— 
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Finding him to be every day more and more 
compoſed and reſigned, though neither enamoured 
of her face, nor delighted with her ſociety, ſhe at 
laſt addreſſed him in the following manner, 

As gold is purged and refined from droſs by 
“fire, ſo is Adverſity ſent by Providence to try 
% and improve the virtue of mortals. The end 
obtained, my taſk is finiſhed ; and I now leave 
you, to go and give an account of my charge. 

* Your brother, whoſe lot was Proſperity, and 
. © - whoſe condition you ſo much envied, after hay. 
ing experienced the error of his choice, is at laſt 
& releaſed by death from the moſt wretched of lives, 
Happy has it been, for Uranio, that his lot was 
* Adverſity, whom if he remembers as he ought, 
his life will be honourable, and his death 
happy. 069; 26 
As ſhe pronounced - theſe words, ſhe vaniſhed 
from his fight. But though her features at that 
moment, inſtead of inſpiring their uſual horror, 
ſeemed to diſplay a kind of languiſhing beauty, yet 
as Uranio, in ſpite of his utmoſt efforts, could never 
prevail upon himfelf to love her, he neither regret- 
ed her departure, nor wiſhed for her return. But 
though he rejoiced in her abſence, he treaſured up 
her counſels in his heart, and grew happy by the 
practice of them. | | 
He after wands betook himſelf again to merchan- 
dize ; and having in a ſhort time acquired a com- 
petency ſufficient for the real enjoyments of life, 
' he retreated to a little farm, which he had bought 
for that purpoſe, and where he determined to con- 
- -igue the remainder of his days. Here he employ- 
ed his time-in planting, gardening, and huſbandry, 
in quelling all diſorderly paſſions, and in forming 
Ns wind by the leſſons of Adverſity. He took great 
delight in a little cell or hermitage in his garden, 
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which ſtood under a tuft of trees, encompaſſed 
with eglantine and honey-ſuckles. Adjoining to it 
was a cold bath, formed by a ſpring iſſuing from a 
rock, and over the door was written in large cha- 
' radters the following inſcription : - 


Beneath this groe roof, within this cell, 

TRUTH, LinBERTY, 'CONTENT, and VIRTUE 
dwell. F 

Say, you who dare this happy place diſdain, 

What PALACE can diſplay fo fair a train? 


He lived to a good old age; and died honoured 
and an 


ALLEGOR Y: XVIL 


TEMPLE or HONOUR. 


| Ploravere ſuir non — fovorem, 
NQuefitum meritis. 


yr ton —.— ys — 22 exceed. 


ERH A 8 there is not any word in the lan- 
guage leſs underſtood than Honour, and but 
few that might not have been equally miſtaken with- 
out producing equal miſchief. 
Honour is both a motive and an end; as a prin- 
eiple of action it differs from virtue only in degree, 
and, therefore, neceſſarily includes it, as generoſity 


% 
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includes juſtice : and, as a reward, it can be de. 
ſerved only by thoſe actions which no other prin- 
ciple can produce. To ſay of arther that he is, 
Man of Honour, is at once to attribute the prin. 
ciple and to confer the reward; but, in the common 
acceptation of the word, Honour, as a principle, 
does not include virtue; and therefore, as a reward, 

is frequently beſtowed on vice: Such, indeed, is 
the blindneſs and vaſſalage of human reaſon, that 
men are difcouraged from virtue by the fear of 
ſhame: and incited to vice by the hope of honour, 

Honour, indeed, is always claimed in ſpecious 
terms, but the facts upon which the claim is found. 
ed are often flagitionſly wicked. Lothario arro- 
gates the character of a Man of Honour, for hav- 
ing defended a lady, who had put herſelf under his 
protection, from inſult, at the riſque of his life. 
And Aleator, for fulfilling an engagement, to which 
the law would not have obliged him, at the ex- 
pence of liberty. But the champion of the lady 
had firſt ſeduced her to adultery, and, to preſerve 


her from the reſentment of her huſband; had killed 


him in a duel ; and the martyr to his promiſe had 
paid a ſum, which ſhould have diſcharged the bill 


of a neceſſitous tradeſman, to a gameſter of Coy 


who had given him credit at cards. 


Such, in the common opinion, are men of ho- | 


nour ; and he who in certain” circumſtances ſhould 
abſtain from murder, perfidy, or ingratitude, would 
be avoided, as reflecting infamy __=_ his com- 
pany. 
In theſe "SPEAR T exhauſted my "waking 


powers a few nights ago, andat length, ſinking into 
Number, I was ne tranſported into the 


E of Fancy. 
As I was ſitting penſive and alone at the 60 of 


a hill, A _ whole appearance was extremely ve- 
N nerable, 


— 
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gerable, advanced towards me with great ſpeed; 
and, beckoning me to follow him, began haſtily to 
climb the hill. My mind ſuddenly ſuggeſted, that 
this was the Genius of Inſtra@ion : I, therefore, in- 
ſtantly roſe up, and obeyed the ſilent intimation of 
bis will; but not being able to aſcend with equal 
rapidity, he caught hold of my hand, Linger not,” 
{aid he, “ leaſt the hour of illumination be at . 
« an end.” We now aſcended together, and 
when we had gained the ſummit he ſtood till, 
Survey the proſpect, ſaid he, and tell me 
« what thou ſeeſt.“ © To the right,” replied I, 
« is a long valley, and on the left a boundleſs 
« plain: at the end of the valley is a mountain 
that reaches to the clouds; and on the fummit a 
« brightneſs which T cannot yet ſtedfaſtly behold.” 
In that valley,“ ſaid he, the diſciples of Virtue 
« preſs forward, and the votaries of Vice wander 
on the plain. In the path of Virtue are many 
« aſperities; the foot is ſometimes wounded by 
« thorns, and ſometimes bruiſed againſt a ſtone, 
but the ſky over it is always ſerene, the traveller 
« is refreſhed by the breezes of health, and invigo- 
* rated by the ray of chearfulneſs. The plain is 
« adorned with flowers, which gratify the ſenſe 
© with fragrance and beauty; but the beauty is 
*. tranſient, and the fragrance hurtful : the ground 
« is ſoft and level; and the paths are fo various, 
that the turf is no where worn away: but above 
* is perpetual gloom, the ſun is not ſeen, nor the 
breeze felt; the air ſtagnates, and peſtilential 
*.vapours diffaſe drowſinels, laſſitude, and anxie- 
„ty. At the foot of the mountain are the bowers 
of Peace, and on the ſummit is the Temple of 
Honour. | 

„But all the diſciples of Virtue do not aſcend 
the mountain; her path, indced, is continued 

beyond 


* 


e of the Temple have not always been opened; nor 


„ as ſoon perver ted by Prejudice and Cuſtom: 


1 


« contempt. and diſdain, and ſmiled upon the 


«© witneſs. of that labour of which they 
© refuſed the reward. | 


% 
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% beyond the Bowers, and the laſt ſtage is the 
« aſcent of the precipice: to climb is the volun- 
4% tary labour of the vigorous and the bold; to 


cc deſiſt is the irreproachable repoſe. of the timid 


« and the weary. To thoſe, however, who haye 
«*«« ſurmounted the difficulties of the way, the gates 


« againſt thoſe by whom it has never been trodden, 
* have they always been ſhut. The declivity. of 
* the mountain on the other ſide is gradual and 
“ ealy.;z and, by the appointment of Fate, the en- 
© trance of the Temple of Honour has been always 
* kept by Opinion. Opinion, indeed, ought to 
% have acted under the influence of Truth, but 


*<. ſhe admitted many who aſcended the mountain 
t 'without labour from the plain, and rejected ſome 
% ho had toiled up the precipice in the path of 
« Virtue. Theſe, however, were not clamorous 
* for admittance, but either repined in ſilence, or 
« exulted, with honeſt pride, in the conſciouſneſs 
% of their own diguity ; turned from Opinion with 


c 


. 
* 


world which they had left beneath them, the 
had been 


Rut the croud within the Temple became dil- 
„ contented and tumultuous : the diſciples of Vir- 
«* tue, jealous of an eminence which they had ob- 
« tained by the utmoſt efforts of human power, 


„ made ſome attempts to expel thaſe who had 


« ſtrolled negligently up the ſlope, and been ad- 
„ mitted by Opinion to pollute the Temple and 
c diſgrace the aſſembly. Thoſe whoſe right was 
% diſputed were, however, all ready to decide the 
« . controverſy by the ſword ; and as they dreaded 
« {carce any imputation but cowardice, they 1 


4 
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« thoſe with great inſolence who declined this de- 
« ciſion, and yet would not admit their claim, 

« This confuſion and uproar was beheld by the 
« goddeſs with indignation and regret : ſhe flew. 
« to the throne of Jupiter, and caſting herſelf at 
« his feet, Great ruler of the world,” ſaid ſhe, 
« if I have erected a Temple to fulfill the purpoſes . 
« of thy wiſdom and thy love, to allure mortals 
« up the ſteep of Virtue, and animate them to 
communicate happineſs at the expence of life, 
« [et it not be perverted to render vice preſump- 
« tuous, nor poſſeſſed bythoſe who dare to periſh 
« in the violation of thy laws, and the diffuſion of 
« calamity.” Jupiter graciouſly touched the god- 
deſs with his ſceptre, and replied, „that the 
« appointment of Fate he could not reverſe ; that 
« admiſſion to her Temple muſt ill depend upon 
Opinion, but that he would depute Reaſon to 
examine her conduct, and, if poſſible, put her 
« again under the influence of Truth.” 

« Reaſon, therefore, in obedience to the com- 
© mand of Jupiter, deſcended upon the Mountain 
% of Honour, and entered the Temple. At the 
% firſt appearance of Reaſon contention was ſuſ- 
*«*"pended, and the whole aſſembly became ſilent 
« with expectation; but the moment ſhe revealed 
her commiſſion the tumult was renewed with yet 
« greater violence. All were equally confident . 
* that Reaſon. would eſtabliſh the determination 
of Opinion in their favour ; and he that ſpoke 
&« loudeſt, hoped to be firſt heard. Reaſon knew 
* that thoſe only had a right to enter the Temple, 
« who aſcended by the Path of Virtue ; to deter- 
mine, therefore, who ſheuld be expelled or re- 
* ceived, nothing more ſeemed neceſſary, than to 
* diſcover by which avenue they had acceſs ; but 

| 0 | « Reaſon 


* 


cc 
4 


cc 
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Reaſon herſelf found this diſcovery, however 
eaſy in ſpeculation, very difficult in effect. 


The moſt flagitious affirmed, that if they had 


not walked the whole length of the valley, they 


came into it at the foot of the mountain? and 


that at leaſt the path by which they had aſcended 


it, was the Path of Virtue, This was eagerly 
contradicted by others; and, to prevent the'tedi- 


* ous labour of deducing truth from a great va. 


Reaſon found the accounts of many to . 


riety of circumſtances, Opinion Was called to 
decide the queſtion, | 
Hut it ſoon appeared, that Opinion ſcarce 


knew one path from the other ; and that ſhe 
neither determined to admit or refuſe upon cer- 
tain principles, or with diſcriminating knowledge. 


Reaſon, however, ſtill continued to examine 
her; and that ſhe might judge of the credibility 


of her evidence by the account ſhe would pive of 


a known character, aſked her, which ſide of the 
mountain was aſcended by the Macedonian who 


ſeluged the world with blood ? ſhe anſwered, 
without heſitation, the ſide of Virtue ; that he 


knew ſhe was not, miſtaken, becauſe he faw him 


in the path at a great diſtance, and remarked 


that no man had ever aſcended with ſuch impe- 
tuous ſpeed.” As Reaſon knew this account to 
be falſe. ſhe ordered Opinion to be diſmiſſed, 
and proceeded to a more 5 examination 


of the parties themſelves. 


the higheſt degree extravagant and abſurd : ſome 


as a proof of their having climbed the path of 
' Virtue, defcribed proſpects that appeared from - 


the'oppoſite fide of the mountain; and others 


affirmed, that the path was ſmooth and level, 


and that many had walked it without ſtumbling 
« when 
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« when they were ſcarce awake ; and others when 
« they were intoxicated with wine. | 

« Upon the foreheads of all theſe Reaſon im- 
« preſſed a mark of Reprobation : and as ſhe could 
«© not expel them without the concurrence of Opi- 
nion, ſhè delivered them over to Time, to whom 
« the knew Opinion had always paid great defe - 
« rence, and who had generally Bed a friend to 
« Truth. chic LEE 

© Time was commanded to uſe his influence to 
« procure their expulſion, and to perſuade Opinion 
« to regulate. her. determinations by the jndgment 
« of Truth. Juſtice alſo decreed, that if ſhe per- 
« ſiſted to execute her office with negligence and 
© caprice, under the influence of Prejudice, and in 
© concurrence With the abſurdities of Cuſtom, ſhe 
© ſhonld be given up to Ridicule, a remorſelels 
« being, who rejoices in the anguiſh which he 
« inflicts : by him alone Opinion can be puniſhed ; 
at the ſound of his ſcourge ſhe trembles with 
*« apprehenſion, and whenever it has been applied 
e by the direction of Juſtice, Opinion has always 
© become obedient to Truth. my | 

« Time,” continued my inſtructor, © ſtill labours 
to fulfill the command of Reaſon ; but though it 
has procured many to be expelled, who had been 
admitted, yet he has gained admiſſion for but 
* few who now had been rejected; and Opinion 
* ſtill continnes negligent and perverſe ; for as ſhe 
has often felt the ſcourge of Rid'cule when it 
% has not been deſerved, the dread of it has no 
* otherwiſe influenced her conduct, than by throw- 
ing her into ſuch confuſion, that the purpoſes of 
* Reaſon are ſometimes involuntarily defeated.” 

„% How 'then,” faid I, „ ſhall Honour diſtin- 
guiſh thoſe whom ſhe wiſhes to reward?“ © They 
* ſhall be diſtinguiſhed,” replied the viſionary ſage, 

H in 
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in the regions of immortality ; to which they 
„% will at length be conducted by Time, who will 
'« not ſuffer them to be finally diſappointed,” 
While I was liſtening to this reply, with my 

fixed ſtedfaſtly upon the the temple, it ſuddenly dr 
- appeared : the black clouds that hovered over the 
plains of Vice burſt in thunder, the hill on which 
I ſtood began to ſink under me, and the ſtart of 
{ſudden terror as I deſcended awaked me. | 
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ALLEGORY XVI. 


FELICIA any BONARIO, 


directly to happineſs, and vice to puniſhment in 
is world, I am afraid we ſhall form very ecroneous 
opinions of the people we converſe with; as every 
melancholy face will appear to be produced by a bad 
heart, and every chearful face by a good one. But 
it will be go diſcouragement to virtue to ſay, that 
the reverſe of this is much oftener the caſe ; nay, ſo 
obſtinate am I in this opinion, that I ſeldom fee a 
countenance of ſincere and ſettled grief, without con- 
cluding it to be the effect of ſome eminent degree of 
virtue. 5 

If fickneſs and bodily pain were, indeed, all 
the misfortunes inoident to dur natures, it might 
be ſais, with ſome colour of truth, that virtue was 
generally its own immediate reward ; as every one 


| vill abo, that zemperance and abſtemiouſocſ 


| 1. we are to believe, univerſally, that virtue leads 


r \' 
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lead more directly to health and eaſe than riot and 
debauchery, But while we have affections that ſeal 
us from our own happineſs, to involve us in the 
miſery of thoſe about us, they who have the beſt 
hearts, will be ofteneſt made uneaſy. | 

The good man conſiders the whole human race 
as his own family ; and asſuch a perſon, in a world 
like this, is liable to more diſappointments than one 
who has only himſelf to care for, his troubles and 
mortifications will aſſuredly be greater, 

The friends of virtue ſhould therefore be cautious 
of promiſing what they are not ſure will be perform- 
ed; leſt, by a failure in the end, they bring diſ- 
credit upon the means. It will be always ſufficient 
to ſay of virtue, that its reward is certain, while it 
can be faid of that reward, that it is happineſs 
eternal. 

The following allegory, which is a literal tranſla- 
tion from the ſame old Spaniſh author from whom the 
ſtory of Gonzales de Caſtro in my firſt paper was 
taken, ſuppoſes the good man to be unhappy upon 
earth, only becauſe his goodneſs is imperfect. I 
inſert it here (though not exactly applicable to my 
ſubject) as the moſt inſtructive entertainment I am 
able to give my readers at this ſeaſon. 

If the ladies ſhould happea to conceive any diſlike 
to ſome little ſeverities in it, they are deſired to take 
notice that the author was a Spaniard, and that he 
wrote at a time, when it appears-by the concurrent 
teſtimony of all the hiſtorians, that the ſex was not 
abſolutely without fault. 

Jupiter, when he made man, brought with him 
from heaven a nymph called Felicia, or Happineſs, 
to be his companion. The better to engage them 
to each other, he furniſhed man with thoſe paſſions 
and affections which were to feed the mind with per- 
petual wiſhes, with a guide called Reaſon to m—_ 
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their violence ; and to the nymph: he gave immortal 
beauty, together with a certain 'degree. of coyneſs, 
which is always ſure to engage puriunt and endear 
poſſeſſion. 

But as if ſome other power had a malicious deſign 
to ſet this pair at yariance, notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming deſire of Jupiter to unite them, Felicia be- 
came inſenſible to every thing but virtue, while the 
paſſions of man generally hurried him in a purſuit 
of her by the means of vice. With this difference 
in their natures it was impoſſible for them to agree; 
and in a orgies they became almolt ſtrangers to 
each-other. Reaſon would have gone over to the 
ſide of Felicia, but ſome particular paſſion always 
oppoſed him; for, what was almoſt incredible, 
though Reaſon was a ſufficient match for the whole 
body of paſſions united, he was ſure to be ſubdued, 
it {ingly encountered. 

Jupiter laughed at the folly of man, and gave him 
woman. But as her frame was too delicately com- 
poled. to endure the perpetual ſtrife of Reaſon and 
the Paſſions, he conhned the former to man, and 
gave up woman to the government 10 the latter with- 
out controul. 

Felicia, upon this new creation, grew again ac- 
quainted with man. She made him a vilit of a 


month, and at his entreaty would have ſettled with 


him for ever, if the jealouſy of woman had not 
driven her from his roof. 

From this time the nymph has led a wandering 
life, without any ſettled habitation, As the world 
greW peopled, ſne paid her viſits to every corner of 
it; but though millions pretended to love her, not 
a ſingle mortal had conſtancy to deſerve her. Cere- 
mony drove her from court, Avarice from the city, 
and Want trom the cottage, Her delight, however, 


was 


— 
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was in the laſt of theſe places, and there it was that 
ſhe was moſt frequently to be found. 

Jupiter ſaw with pity the wanderings of Felicia, 
and in a fortunate hour cauſed a mortal to be born, 
whoſe name was Bonario, or Goodneſs, He en- 
dowed him with all the graces of mind and body; 
and at an age when the foul becomes ſenfible of de- 
fires, he breathed into him a paſſion for the beautiful 
Felicia, Bonario had frequently ſeen her in his 
early riſits to Wiſdom and Devotion; but as light- 
neſs of belief and an over-fondneſs of mankind 
were failings inſeparable to him, he often ſuffered 
himſelf to be led aſtray from Felicia, till Reflection, 
the common friend of both, would fet him right, 
and reconduct him to her company. 

Though Felicia was a virgin of ſome thouſand 
years old, her coyneſs was rather found to increaſe 
than to diminiſh. T his, perhaps, to mortal old 
maids may be matter of wonder; but the true reaſon 
was, that the beauty of Felicia was incapable of de- 
eay. From hende it was, that the fickleneſs of 
Bonario made her leſs eaſy of acceſs. Yet ſuch 
was her frailty, that he contiovdlly ſuffered himſelf 
to be enticed from her, till at laſt ſhe totally with- 
drew herſelf. Rellection came only to upbraid him. 
Her words, however, were of ſervice, as by ſhewing 
him how he had loſt Felicia, they gave him hopes 
Ns a contrary behaviour might, in time, _— 

er K 

The loſs of happineſs inſtructs us how to value i it. 
And now it was that Bonario began in earneſt to 
love Felicia, and to devote his whole time to a pur- 
ſuit of her. He inquired for her among the Great, 
but they knew her not. He bribed the Poor for 
intelligence, but they were ſtrangers to her. He 
ſought her of Knowledge, but ſhe was ignorant 
of her; of Pleaſure, but ſhe miſled him. Tem- 
| H 3 perance 
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perance knew only the path ſhe had taken ; Virtue 
had ſeen her upon the way ; but Religion aſſured 
him of her retreat, and ſent Conſtancy to conduct 
him to her. 

It was in a village far from town, that Bonario . 
again ſaw his Felicia; and here he was in hopes of 
poſſeſſing her for ever. The coyneſs with which 
ſhe treated him in his days of folly, time, and the 
amendment it had wrought in him, began to ſoften. 
He paſſed whole days in her ſociety, and was rarely 
denied acceſs to her, but when Paſſion had miſguid- 
ed him. 

Felicia lived in this retreat, with the daughter of 
a ſimple villager, called Innocence. To this amiable 
ruſtic did Bonario apply for interceſſion, upon every 


new offence againſt Felicia; but too impatient to 
delay, and out of humour with his advocate, he 
' renewed his acquaintance with a court lady, called 


Vice, who was there upon a viſit, and engaged her 
to ſolicit for him. This behaviour ſo enraged Fe- 
licia, that ſhe. again withdrew herſelf; and in the 


warmth of her reſentment, ſent up a petition 1404 


piter, to be recalled to heaven. 
Jupiter, upon this petition, called a conncil of 


the gods; in which it was decreed, that while Bo- 


nario continued upon earth, Felicia ſhould not to- 
tally depart from it ; but as the nature of Bonario 
was fickle and imperfect, his admiſſion to her ſoci- 
ety ſhould be only occaſional and tranſient. That 
their nuptials ſhould be deferred till the nature of 
Bonario ſhould be changed by death, and that after- 
wards they ſhould be inſeparably united in the re- 
gions of 9 
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ALLEGORY KXIX. 
ORIGIN or CUNNING. 


Invidud ficuli non invenere tyranni 
Majus tormentum— Hor. 


Nor could Sicilia's tyrants ever find 
A greater torment than an envious mind, FRANCIS8. 


® - 


O ON after the expiration of that golden age, 
in which perpetual and ſpontaneous plenty pre- 
cluded all temptation to violence and frand, Apollo, 
the God of Wiſdom; of Eloquence, and Muſic, be- 
came enamoured of one of the nymphs who graced 
the train of Diana, The nymph, whoſe name time 
has not preſerved with her ſtory, was at firſt in- 
flexible; but the ſuit which her chaſtity refuſed, her 
vanity ſtill continued to permit: and thus, though, 
Wiſdom, Eloquence, and Muſic were ineffectual, 
yet Perſeverance prevailed. The pride of virtue 
was imperceptibly ſoftened, and the ſenſe of guilt had 
been ſo often loſt in the anticipation of delight, that 
it did not always return : to this delight there re- 
mained no obſtacle but the fear of ſhame, as defire 
perpetually increaſed, which was at laſt ſurmounted. 
Apollo perceived and purſued his advantage; 
and the nymph ſilently conſented to an affignation ; | 
the place was a grotto far ſequeſtred from the path 
of the traveller, and the time was midnight. 
H 4 When 
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When nature no longer laviſhed her bounty upon 
Idleneſs, and the fruits of the earth were beſtowed 
only upon labour; when the harveſt and vintage 
ceaſed to be common, and the bounds of property 
were ſet up; many vices under human forms became 
inhabitants of the earth, and aſſociated with man- 
kind. Of ſome the external appearance was pleaſing, 
and their qualities were not immediately diſcovered, 
Among theſe vices was Envy, Envy, indeed, was 
never lovely ; but ſhe was then young, nor was the 
malignity of her mind yet expreſſed in her perſon. 
As Apollo was enamoured of the nymph, Envy 
Was enamoured of Apollo: ſhe watched his de- 
ſcent, therefore, with all the impatience of deſire ; 
and though. ſne knew her own' paſſion to be hope- 
leſs, yet the diſcovery of his addreſſes to another 
diſtracted her with jealouſy : ſhe was always buſied 
to procure intelligence which could only increaſe her 
torment; and was perpetually contemplating the 
happineſs which ſhe deſpaired to enjoy 
It happened that the aſſignation of the lovers 
was overheard by Echo, und by Echo repeated to 
Envy. This intelligence rouſed her to a yet Keener 


ſinſibinty of miſery? to intercept the happineſs of 


a rival, was the firſt object of her wiſh ; and the 
next moment ſhe conceived a deſign of ſecuring that 
happiueſs to herſelf. To effect both theſe purpoſes 
a thouſand projects had been contrived,” examined, 
and rejected; her mind was more violently agitated 
in proportion as the time drew more near; and 
after all the toil of thinking had ended in deſpair, 
an ex pedient ſuddenly ſtarted into her mind, which 
ſhe perceived at once to be ſimple and eaſy; ſhe 

wondered how it had been before overlooked, and 

reſolved immediately to put it in execution 
lt was within an hour of midnight when the 
nymph took her way to the grotto. She was oy 
1 N | pale 
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le with remorſe, and now fluſhed with ſhame ; 
ſhe heſitated ; her boſom again beat with anticipated 
delight ; ſhe trembled, and went forward. Envy 

rceived her at a Uiſtance, and caſt round her a 
thick cloud, which ſcarce the beams of Phoebus 
himſelf could have diſſipated. The nymph looked 
round for the grotto, but ſuddenly perceived herſelf 
to be involved in impenetrable darkneſs ; ſhe could 
diſcover neither the ſky above her, nor the ground 
on which ſhe ſtood : ſhe Nopp'd ſhort, terrified and 
aſtoniſhed; deſire was chilled in her veins, and ſhe 
ſhuddered at the temerity of her purpoſe. - 

In this dreadful moment ſhe had no hope of de- 
liverance, but from the power whoſe laws ſhe was 
about to violate; and ſhe, therefore, addreſſed this 
prayer to Diana: © Chaſte queen of irreproachable 
„delight! who, though my mind had renounced 
thy influence, haſt yet by this omen preſerved me 
from corporal diſnonour; O! guide me in ſafety 
through the terrors of this guilty night; let me 
once more be permitted to purſue the chaſe at 
„thy ſide, and to mingle with the happy virgins, 
© whom Chearfulneſs, the daughter of Innocence, 
« aſſembles at thy power!“ As ſhe uttered this 
prayer, ſhe haſtily turned about; and the moment 
ſhe made an effort to go back, her prayer was grant- 
ed; the gloom which ſurrounded her was diſſipated; 
and ſhe again perceived the mild radiance of her 
queen tremble upon the foilage of the trees, and 
chequer the path before her with a filver light. 
She now ſprung forward, impelled by that joy 
which her deliverance had inſpired: her ſpeed was 
no longer reſtrained: by the timidity of guilt ; the 
ſolitary way was repaſſed in a moment; and her 
deſire to return had been ſo ardent that ſhe could: 


believe it to. be accompliſhed. 
H 5 In 


1154 ALLEGORIES FOR 


In the mean time Envy had entered the grotto, 
and was expecting Apollo; ſhe heard him approach 
with a tumult of paſſions, in which pain was pre. 
dominant; and ſhe received him with filence and 
confuſion, which otherwiſe ſhe would have found 
it difficult to feign. 

When the momentary tranſport which ſhe had 
thus obtained was at an end, ſhe perceived that it 
had been too dearly purchaſed with fafety : ſhe re- 
flected upon her ſituation with terror; and wiſhed, 
too late, that the nymph, whoſe pleaſure ſhe had in- 
terrupted, had received it in her ſtead, as it would 
have been more than counterbalanced by a ſmall pro- 
portion” of her pain: her pain was not, however, 

uced by regretting the loſs of innocence, but 

y anticipating the puniſhment of guilt. 

Apollo, who knew not how wretched and malig- 
nant a being he had claſped to his boſom, whiſper- 
ed a thouſand tender ſentiments, and urged her to 
reply. Envy was ſtill ſilent; but knowing that ſhe 
could not in theſe circumſtances conticue long un- 
detected, ſhe ſuddenly collected all her forces, and 
ſprang from him, hoping to have eſcaped unknowu 
in the darkneſs of the night: but juſt as ſhe reach- 
_ed the entrance of the grotto, he again caught her 
in his arms. Envy ſhrieked in the anguiſh of de- 
2 and the god himſelf ſtarted back with aſto- 
niſhment: he would not, however, quit his hold 
of the fugitive; and Diana, that ſhe might not loſe 
an opportunity to puniſh incontinence, darted her 
rays directly upon the place. Apollo diſcovered the 
features of Envy, and turned from her with ab- 
horrence. After a moment's recollection, looking 
apain ſternly upon her, Loathed and deteſted as 


mou art,“ ſaid he, I cannot deſtroy thee, for 
« thon art immortal as the felicity of heaven ; .and 


I with not to deſtroy thee, for immortality is thy 
5 *« curſe. 


1 
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« curſe, But may my arms again embrace thee, and 
% may thy boſom be again preſſed to mine, if thy 
% power thus to prophane the delights of love end 
« not this moment for ever ! henceforth thy face 
« ſhall be deformed with the characteriſtics of want 
« and age, and ſnakes, inſtead of hair, ſhall be the 
covering of thy head; thy breaſts ſhall be length- 
« ened to thy waiſt, and thy {kin ſhall be ſuffuſed 
« with gall.” While he was yet ſpeaking, the 
freſhneſs of youth faded from her cheeks ; her 
eyes ſunk inward ; her treſſes, that flowed in looſe 
ringlets upon her ſhoulders, were ſuddenly con- 
tracted, and wreathing themſelves in various con- 
tortions, a brood of ſerpents hiſſed round her head; 
her fleſh became flaccid, Her ſkin appeared ſhrivelled: 
and yellow, and her whole form expreſſed at once 
malignity and wretchedneſs. | 

Thus changed, ſhe fled from the preſence of 
Apollo; but fhe carried with her not a memorial of 
her crime only, but of that pleaſure which het 
puniſhment had rendered it impoſſible to repeat. 
A child, which ſhe regarded as at once her glory 
and her ſhame, was at length born, and afterwards. 
known among mankind by the name of Cunning.. 

In Cunning, the qualities both. of the father and 
the mother, as far as they are compatible, were 
united. As the progeny of Envy, he regards what- 
ever is amiable and good with malignity ; the end 
that he propoſes, therefore, is always the gratifica- 
tion of vice: but he inherits ſo much of his father's. 
wiſdom, that he frequently purſues that end. by the 
molt effectual means. 

All, therefore, whom. Wiſdem would diſdain to- 
counſel, apply to Cunning. But of the votaries to 
Cunning, even thoſe who ſucceed are diſappointed :- 
they do, indeed, frequgntly obtain the immediate 

H. 6. | abject 
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object of their wiſh 3 but they are. till reſtleſs. and 
unſatisfied ; as the ſtateſman, after he has gratified 
his ambition, ſtill ſighs in vain for felicity,” 
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18 Nungua m libertas gratior extat 
Quam ſub rege pio. | N 

Never does liberty appear more amiable than under 

The government of a pious and good prince. Gene 


1 


i b a 3 1189. üs £ CARGO 
T Was walking two or three days ago in a very 

pleaſing retirement, and amuſing myſelf with 
the reading of that ancient and beautiful allegory 
called © The Pablature of Cebes v.. I Was at laſt 
ſo tired with my walk, that I fat down to reſt myſelf 
upon a bench that ſtood in the midſt of an agreeable 
ſhade. The muſic of the birds that filled all the 
trees about me,” lulled me aſleep before I was aware 
of it; which was followed by a dream, that I im- 
pute in {ſome meaſure to the foregoing author, who 
had made an impreſſion upon my imagination, and 
put me into his own way of thinking. F 
1 fancied myſelf among the Alps, and, as it is 
natural in a dream, ſeemed every moment to bound 
from one ſummit to another, until at laſt, after 
having made this airy progreſs over the tops 


\ 
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of ſeveral mountains; Iatrived'at the very centre of 
thoſe broken rocks and - precipices! I here, me- 
thought, ſaw a . prodigious-(cireuit- of hills, that 
reached above the clouds, and encompaſſed a large 
ſpace of ground, which I had a great curioſity to 
look into; I thereupon continued my former way 
of travelling through a great variety of winter 
ſcenes, until I had gained the top of theſe white 
mountains, Which ſeemed another Alps of ſnow, 
I looked down from hence into a ſpacious plain, 
which was ſurrounded on all fides by this mound 
of hills, and which preſented me with the moſt 
agreeable proſpect I had ever ſeen. There was a 
greater variety of colours in the embroidery of 
the meadows, a more lively green in the leaves 
and graſs, a brighter cryſtal .in the flreams, than 
what I ever met with in any other region. The 
light itſelf had ſomething more ſhining and glorious 
in it than that of which the day is made iu other 
places. I was wonderfully aſtoniſhed at the dit- 
covery of ſuch a paradiſe, amidſt the wildneſs of 
thoſe cold, hoary landſkips which lay about it 
but found at length that this happy region was in- 
habited by the Goddeſs of Liberty, whoſe preſence 
ſoftened the regions of the climate, inriched the bar- 
renneſs of the ſoil; and more than ſupplied the abs 
ſence of the ſun. The place was- covered with a 
wonderful profuſion of flowers, that without being 
diſpoſed into regular borders and parterres, grew 
promiſcuouſly, and had a greater beauty in their 
natural luxuriancy and diſorder than they could 
have received from the checks and reſtraiats of art. 
There was a river that roſe out of the fouth fide of 
the mountain, from whence it paſſes under a long 
range of rocks, and atlength riſes in that part of the 
Alps where the inhabitants think it the firſt ſource 
of the Rhone, This river, after having made its 

| progreſs 
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progreſs through thoſe free nations, ſtagnates jn a 
—— lake at the leaving of them; and no ſooner 
enters into the4 s ot ſlavery, but runsthrough 
them with- an incredible rapidity,. and takes jt; 
ſhorteſt way to the ſea. 
, I deſcended into the happy fields that lay beneath 
me, and in the midſt of them beheld the goddeſs 
fitting upon a throne. She had nothing to incloſe 
her but the bounds of her own dominions, and no- 
thing over her head but the heavens. Every glance 
of her eye caſt a track of light where it fell, that 
revived the ſpring, and made all things ſmile about 
her. My heart grew chearful at the fight of her; 
aud as ſhe looked upon me, I found a certain con- 
fidence growing in me, and ſuch an inward reſolu- 
tion as I never felt before that time. 

On the left hand of the goddeſs was the Genius 
of Monarchy. She was clothed in the whiteſt 
ermine, and wore a crown of the pureſt gold p 
upon her head. In her hand ſhe held a ſceptre like * 
that which is borne by the Britiſh monarchs, A t 
couple of tame lions lay crouching at her feet: f 

\ 
| 


her countenance had in it a very great majeſty, with- 
out any mixture of terror : her voice was like the 
voice of an angel, filled with ſo much ſweetneſs, 
and accompanied with ſuch an air of condeſeenſion, 
as tempered the awfulneſs of her appearance, and 
equally inſpired: love and veneration into the * 
of all that beheld her. 
In the train of the Goddeſs of Liberty were the 
| fiveral arts and ſcierices, who all of them flouriſhed 
underneath her eye. One of them in particular 
made a greater figure than any of the reſt, who 
held a thunder-bolt in her hand, which had the 
Power of melting, piercing, or breaking every th 
that ſtood in its way. The name of this godd 


was Eloquence. 
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There were two other dependent goddeſſes, who 
made a very conſpicuous figure in this bliſsful region. 
The firſt of them was ſeated on a hill, that had 
every plant growing out of it which the foil was 
in ics own nature capable of producing. The other 
was ſeated in a little iſland, that was covered with 
groves of ſpices, olives, and orange - trees, and in a 
word with products of every foreign clime. The 
name of the firſt was Plenty, of the ſecond Com- 
merce. The firſt leaned her right arm upon a 
plough, and under her left held a huge horn, out 
of which ſhe poured a whole autumn of fruits. 
The other wore a roſtral crown upon her head, and 
kept her eyes fixed upon a compaſs. 

I was wonderfully pleaſed in ranging through this 
delightful place, and the more ſo, becauſe it was 
not encumbered with fences and incloſures; until 
at length methought I ſprung from the ground, and 
pitched upon the top of a hill, that preſented ſes 
veral objects to my ſight which I had not before 
taken notice of. The winds that paſſed over this 
flowery plain, and through the tops of the trees; 
which were full of bloſſoms, blew upon me in ſach 
a continued breeze of ſweets, that I was wonderfully 
charmed with my fituation. I here ſaw all the 
inner declivities of that great circuit of mountains; 
whoſe. out-ſide was covered with ſnow, overgrown 
with huge foreſts of fir-trees, which indeed are 
frequently found in other parts of the Alps. Th 
trees were inhabited by ſtorks, that came hither in 
great flights from very diſtant quarters of the world: 
Methought I was pleaſed in my dream to ſee what 
became of theſe birds, when, leaving the places to 
which they make an annual viſit, they riſe in great 
flocks ſo high until they are out of ſight, and for 
that reaſon have been thought by ſome modern 
philoſophers to take a flight to the moon ; but my 


eyes 
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eyes were ſoon diverted from this proſpect, when! 
obſerved two great gaps that led through this circuit 
of mountaitis, where guards and watches were poſt. 
ed day and night. Upon examination, L found that 
there were two formidable enemies encamped before 


each of the avenues, who kept the place in a per- 


petual-alarm, and watched all opportunities of in. 
vading it. 

Tyranny was at the head of one of theſe armies, 
dreſſed in an eaſtern habit, and graſping in her 
hand an iron ſceptre. Behind her was Barbarity, 
with the garb.and complexion of an Ethiopian; 
Ignorance, with a turban upon her head ; and Per- 


fecution holding up a bloody flag, embroidered with 
flower-de-luces. Theſe were Followed by Oppreſ- 


ſion, Poverty, Famine, Torture, and a dreadful 
train of appearances, that made me tremble; to be- 


hold them. Among the baggage of this army l 


could diſcover racks, wheels, chalus, and gibbets, 


with all the inſtruments art could invent to make 


human nature miſerable. 


Before the other avenue I ſaw Licentiouſueſs, 


dreſſed in a garment not unlike the Poliſh callock, 
and leading upa whole army of monſters, ſuch as Cla- 
mour, with a hoarſe voice and an hundred tongues; 
Confuſion, with a miſhapen body, and a thouſand 
heads ; Impudence, with a forehead of braſs ; and 
Rapine, with hands df iron, The tamult, noiſe, and 
uproar in this quarter were ſo very great, that they 
diſturbed my imagination more than is conſiſtent 
with ſleep, and by that means awaked me. 
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A L LE GOR T XXI. 
ERROR any OPINION. 


Hon. 


Decipimur ſpecie recti. 


Deluded by a ſeeming excellence. Ro $COMMON. 


UR detects and follies are too often unknown 
to us; nay, they are ſo far from being known 
to us, that they paſs for demonſtrations of our worth. 
This makes us eaſy in the midſt of them, fond to 
ſhew them, fond to improve in them, and to be 
eſteemed for them. Thence it is that a thouſand 
unaccountable conceits, gay inventions, and extra- 
vagant actions muſt afford us pleaſures, and diſplay 
us to others in the colours which we ourſelves take 
a fancy to glory in: and indeed there is ſomething 
ſo amuſing for the time in this ſtate of - vanity and 
ill· grounded ſatisfaction, that even the wiſer world 
has choſen an exalted word to deſcribe its enchant- 
ments, and called it the Paradiſe of Fools. 

Perhaps the latter part of this refleftion may ſeem 
a falſe thought to ſome, and bear another turn than 
what I have given; but it is at preſent none of my 
buſineſs to look after it, who am going to confeſs 
that I have been lately amongſt them in a viſion. 

Methought I was tranſported to a hill, green, 
flowery, and of an eaſy aſcent. Upon the broad 


to P 
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top of it reſided ſquint-eyed Error, and popular 


Opinion with many heads; two that dealt in ſorcery, 
and were famous for bewitching people with the 
love of themſelves. To theſe repaired & multitude 
from every ſide, by two different paths which lead 
towards each of them. Some who had the moſt 
aſſuming air went directly of themſelves to Error, 
without expecting a conductor; others of a ſofter 
nature went firſt to popular Opinion, from whence, 
as ſhe influenced and engaged them with their own 
praiſes, ſhe delivered them over to his government, 

When we had aſcended to an open part of the 
ſummit where Opinion abode, we found her enter- 
_ taining ſeveral who had arrived before us. Her voice 
was pleaſing ; ſhe breathed odours as ſhe ſpoke: 
ſhe ſeemed to have a tongue for every one ; every 
one thought he heard of ſomething that was valuable 
in himſelf, and expected a paradiſe which ſhe pro- 
miſed as the reward of his merit. Thus were we 
drawn to follow her, till ſhe ſhould bring us where 
it was to be beſtowed: and it was obſervable, that 
all the way we went, the company was either praif- 
ing themſelves in their qualifications, or one another 
for thoſe qualifications which they took to be con- 
ſpicuous in their own characters, or diſpraiſing others 
fox wanting theirs, or vying in the degrees of them. 

Ar laſt we approached a bower, at the entrance 
of which Error was ſeared. The trees were thick- 
woven, and the place where he fat artfully con- 
trived to darken him a little, He was diſguiſed in 
a whitiſh robe, which he had put on, that he might 
appear to us with a nearer reſemblance to Truth: 
and as (he has a light whereby ſhe manifeſts the 
beauties of nature to the eyes of her adorers, fo he 


bad provided himſelf with a magical wand, that he 


might do ſomething in imitation of it, and pleaſe 
with deluſions, This he lifted ſolemnly ; and mut- 
| tering 
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tering to himſelf, bid the glories which he kept 
under enchantment to appear before us. Immedi- 
ately we caſt our eyes on that part of the ſky to 
which he pointed, and obſeryed a thin blue proſpect, 
which cleared as mountains in a ſummer morning 
when the miſts go off, and the palace of Vanity 
appeared to fight, 

The foundation hardly ſeemed a foundation, but 
a ſet of curling clouds, which it ſtood upon by 
magical contrivance. The way by which we aſcend- 
ed was painted like a rainbow ; and as we went, the 
breeze that played about us bewitched the ſenſes. 
The walls were gilded all for ſhew ; the loweſt fet 
of pillars were of the flight fine Corinthian order, 
and the top of the building being rounded, bore ſo 
far the reſemblance of a bubble. 

At the gate the travellers neither met with a porter, 
nor waited till one ſhould appear ; everyone thought 
his merits a ſufficient paſſport, and preſſed for- 
ward. In the hall we met with ſeveral phantoms, 
that roved amongſt us, and ranged the company ac- 
cording to their fentiments. There was decreaſing 
Honour, that had nothing to ſhew in but an old 
coat of his anceſtors atchievements : there was Of+ 
tentation, that made himſelf his own conſtant ſub · 
jet, and Galantry ſtrutting upon his tip-toes. At 
the upper end of the hall ſtood a throne, whoſe 
canopy glittered with all the riches that gaiety could 
conttive to laviſh on it; and between the pilded 
arms ſat Vanity, decked in the peaccck's feathers, 
and acknowledged for another Venus by her votaries. 
The boy who ſtood beſide her for a Cupid, and 
who made the world to bow before her, was called 
Self-Conceit® His eyes had every now-and-then a 
calt inwards, to the neglect of all objects about him 
and the arms which he made uſe of for conqueſt, 


were borrowed from thoſe againſt whom he had a 


* 
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\ deſign. | The arrow which he ſhot at the ſoldier, 
was fledged from his own plume of feathers; the 
dart he directed againſt the man of wit, was wing. 
ed from the quills he writ wich; and that which he 
ſent againſt thoſe who preſumed upon their riches, 
was headed with gold out of their treaſures: he 
made nets for ſtateſmen from their own contrivances; 

he took fire from the eyes of ladies, with which be 
melted their hearts; and lightening from the tongues 
of the eloquent, to eaflame them with their own 
glories. At the foot of the throne ſat three falſe 
graces, Flattery with a ſhell of paint, Affectation 
with a mirrour to practiſe at, and Faſhion ever 
changing the poſture of her clothes. Theſe applied 
themſelves to ſecure the conqueſt which Self. Conteit 
had gotten, and had each of them their particular 
polities. Flattery gave new colours and complexions 
to all things, Affectation new airs and appearances, 
which, as ſhe ſaid, were not vulgar, and Faſhion 
both concealed ſome home defects, and added ſome 

foreign external beauties. 

As I Was reflecting upon what I ſaw, I heard 3 
volce in the croud, bemoaning the condition of 
mankind, which is thus managed by the breath of 
Opinion, deluded by Error, fired by Selt-Conceit, 
and given up to be trained in all the courſes cf 
Vanity, till Scora or Poverty come upon us. 
Theſe expreſſions were no ſooner handed about, 
but I immediately ſaw a general diſorder, till at laſt 
there was a parting in one place, ard a grave old 
man, decent and refolute, was led forward to be 

puniſhed for the words he had uttered, He ap- 
peared inclined to have ſpoken in his own defence, 

t I could not obſerve that any one was willing to 
hear him. Vanity caſt a ſcornful ſmile at him; 
Self-Conceit was angry; Flattery, who knew him 
for Plain-dealing, put on a vizard, and turned away; 

A ffectation 
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Affectation toſſed her fan, made mouths, and called ü 
tin Envy or Slander; and Faſhion would have it, 
that at leaſt he muſt be Ill Manners. Thus (lighted 
and deſpiſed by all, he was driven out for abuſing 
people of merit and figure; and I heard it firmly 
eſolved, that he ſhould be uſed no better where-ever 

they met with him hereafter. TSS x 
had already ſeen the meaning of mot part of 
that warning which he had given, and was confider- 
ing how the latter words ſhould be fulfilled, when 
2 mighty noiſe was heard without, and the door was 
blackened by a numerous train of harpies crouding 
in upon us. Folly and Broken Credit were ſeen 
ia the honſe before they entered: Trouble, Shame, 
Infamy, Scoin, and Poverty brought up the rear: 
Vanity, with her Cupid and Graces, diſappeared ; 
her ſubjects ran into holes and corners; but many 
of them were found and carried off (as I was told 
by one who ſtood near me) either to priſons or 
cellars, ſolitude or little company, the mean arts 
er the viler crafts of life. But theſe, added he, 
with a diſdainful air, are ſuch who would fondly 
live here, when their merits neither matched the 
luſtre of the place, nor their riches its expences. 
We have ſeen ſuch ſcenes as theſe before now; the 
glory you faw will all return when the hurry is 
over, I thanked him for his information; and be- 
lieving him ſo incorrigible as that he would ſtay till 
It was his turn to be taken, I made off to the door, 
and overtook ſome few, who, though they would 
not hearken to Plain-Dealing, were now terrified to 
good purpoſe by the example of others : but when 
they had touched the threſhold, it was a ſtrange 
ſhock to them to find that the deluſion of Error was 
gone, and they plainly diſcerned the building to 
bang a little up in the air without any real founda- 
ton, At firſt we ſaw nothing, but a deſperate leap 
| remain- 
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ggmained for us, and I a thouſand times blamed my 
uamEaning curioſity that had brought me into ſo 
much danger. But as they began to fink lower in 
, their own minds, methought the place ſunk along 
with us, till they were arrived at the due point of 
eſteem which they ought to have for themſelves, 
then the part of the building in which they ſtood 
touched the earth, and we departing out, it retired 
- from onr eyes. Now, whether they who ſtayed 
in the palace were ſenſible of this deſcent, I cannot 
tell; it was then my opinion that they were not, 
However it be, my dream broke up at it, and has 
given me occaſion all my life to reflect upon the 
fatal conſequences of following the ſuggeſtions of 
Vanity. = 
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Frigora miteſcunt Zephyris ; ba, porterit Aſtas 
Interitura, fimul 
Pomifer Autumnus fruges effuderit ; & mox 
Bruma recurrit inert. Hor. Od. 7. I. 4. v. 9 
The cold grows ſoft with weſtern gales, 
The Summer over Spring prevails, 
But yields to Autumn's fruitful rain, 
As this to Winter ſtorms and hails ; 
Each loſs the haſting moon repairs again. 
| Sir W. TEMPLE. 


S 1 R, 

" HERE is hardly any thing gives a more 

= ſenſible delight, than the enjoyment of a 

« cool ſtill evening after the uneaſineſs of a hot 

* ſultry day. Such a one I paſſed not long ago, 

*« which made me rejoice, when the hour was come 

« for the ſun to ſet, that I might enjoy the freſh- ' | 

« nels of the evening in my garden, which then 

« affords me the pleaſanteſt hours I paſs in the 

* whole four-and-twenty. I immediately aroſe 

from my couch, and went down into it. You 

* deſcend at firſt by twelve ſtone ſteps into a 

large ſquare divided into four graſs-plots, in | 

each of which is a ſtatue of white marble. This 

is ſeparated from a large parterre by a low wall, 

and from thence through a pair of iron gates, 
you 


= 
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6 you are led into a long broad walk of the fineſt { 


ce turf, ſet on each ſide with tall yews, and on either 
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hand bordered by a canal, which on the right 
divides the walk from a wilderneſs parted into 
variety of allies and arbours, and on the left from 
a kind of amphitheatre, which is the receptacle 


of a great number of oranges and myrtles. The 


moon ſhone bright, and ſeemed” then molt agree- 


ably to ſupply the place of the ſun, obliging me " 
with as much lig gas was neceſſary to diſcover 8 
a thouſand pleaſing Objects, and at the ſame time 7 
diveſted of all power of heat. The reflection of 8 


it in the water, the fanning of the wind ruſtlin 

on the leaves, the ſinging of the thruſh and night- 
ingale, and the coolneis of the walks, all conſpired 7 
to make me lay aſide all diſpleaſing thoughts, and 
brought me into ſuch a tranquillity of mind, as is, I 
believe, the next happineſs to that of hereafter. 
In this ſweet retirement I naturally fell into the 
repetition of ſome lines out of a poem of Milton's, 
which he entitles Il Penſeroſo, the ideas of which 
were exquiſitely ſuited to my preſent wanderings 


of thought,” | 


Sweet bird ! that ſhun'ſt the noiſe of folly, 
Moſt muſical ! moſt melancholy ! 

Thee, chauntreſs, oft, the woods among, 
I woo to hear thy evening ſong : 

And mifling thee, I walk unſeen 

On the dry ſmooth-ſhaven green, 

To behold the wandering moon, 

Riding near her higheſt noon, + 

Like one that hath been led aſtray, 
Thro' the heaven's wide pathleſs way, 
And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping thro” a fleecy cloud. 


Then let ſome ſtrange myſterious dream 


Wave with his wings in airy ſtream, 
7 Of 
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Of lively portraiture diſplay'd, 
Softly on .my eyelids laid : 

And as I wake, ſweet muſic breathe 
Above, about, or underneath, 

Sent by ſpirits to mortals good, 

Or the unſeen Genius of the wood. 


1] reflected then upon the ſweet viciſſitude of 
« night and. day, on the charming diſpoſition of the 
« Seaſons, and their return again in a perpetual cir- 
« cle; and oh! ſaid I, that I could from theſe my 
« declining years return again to my firſt ſpring of 
« youth and vigour; but that, alas! is impoſlible.: 
« all that remains within my power, is to ſoften the 
« inconvenicncies I feel with an eaſy, contented 
“mind, and the enjoyment of ſuch delights as this 
« ſolitude affords me. In this thought I ſat me down 
on a bank of flowers and dropt into a ſlumber, 
„which, whether it were the effect of fumes and 
« vapours, or my preſent thoughts, 1 know not; but 
« methought the Genius of the garden ſtood before 
% me, and introduced me into the walk where I lay 
* this drama and different ſcenes of the revolution 
„of the year, which whilſt I then ſaw, even in my 
« dream, I reſolved to write down, and ſend to the 
«© Spectator, | =? 

« The firſt perſon whom I ſaw advancing towards 
«me, was a youth of a moſt beautiful air and ſhape, 
though he ſeemed not yet arrived at that exact 
« proportion and ſymmetry of parts which a little 
more time would have given him; but however, 
there was ſuch a bloom in his countenance,” ſuch 
© ſatisfation and joy, that I thought it the moſt 
* deſirable form that I had ever ſcen. He was 
** clothed in a flowing mantle of green ſilk, inter- 
* woven with flowers: he had a chaplet of roſes an 
** his head, and a narciſſus in his hand; r 
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* and violets fprang up under his feet, and all na- 


& ture was cheered at his approach. Flora was ou 
< one hand, and Vertumnus on the other in a robe-, 
* of changeable ſilk. After this I was ſurprized + 
cc to ſee the moon · beams reflected with a ſudden : 
cc glare from atmour, and to ſee a man completely 
« armed advancing with his ſword drawn. I was 


« {bon inforned* by tHe Getſius it was Mats, Who 
Had long uſurped a place among the atteridants of 
4 the Spring, He made way for a ſofter appear. 
dc tice; it Was Venus, without any ornament but 
& het own'beatities: not ſo much as her own ceſtus, 
ct with which ſhe had encompaſſed a globe, which 
c the Held in Hef right' hand, atid' in her left ſſie 


, * had a ſceptre of gold. After her followed the 


e Graces; with their atms entwined within one au- 
« other; their girdles were locſed, and they moved 
* to the ſdtind of ſoft muſic, ſtriking the ground 
ct alteruatety with their feet. Then came up the 
„ thret Mbtiths Which Belong to this Seaſon. As 
et Mart H advanced towards mie, there Was mhethonght 
* in his loox a louring roughneſs, which ill befitted 
* A month which was ranked in ſo ſoft a ſeaſon; but 
ct as he came forwards his features became inſenſibl/ 
* more mild and gentle: he ſmoothed his brow, and 
* looked with ſo ſweet a countenance, that I could 
* not but lament his departure, though he made way 
bi for Aptil. He appeared in the greateſt 'galety'ima- 
„ ginable, and bad a thouſand Pleaſures to attend 
ﬆ him: his look was frequently clouded; but im- 
c mediately returned to its firſt compoſtite, and re- 
0 mained fixed in a ſmile. Then came May, at- 
« tended by Cupid, with' his bow ſtrung, and in a 
„ poſture to let fly an arrow: as he paſſed by me- 
thought I heard a confuſed noiſe of ſoft com- 
% plaints, gentle extaſies, aud tender ſighs of lovers; 
* Yows of conſtancy, and as many complainings of 

| * perfidl- 
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c perſidiouſueſs; all which the winds wafted away 
sas ſoon as they had reached my hearing. After 
e theſe I ſaw a man advance in the full prime and 
“s vigour of his age: his complexion was ſanguine 
e and ruddy, his hair black; and fell down in beau- 
„ee tiful ringleis beneath his ſhoulders; a mantle of 
« hair-coloured filk hung looſely upon him: he ad- 
« yanced with a haſty ſtep after Spring, and ſought 
out the ſhade and cool fountains which played in 
« the garden. He was particularly well pleaſed 
« hen a trodp of Zephyrs fanned him with their 
„wings: he had two companions who walked on 
« each ſide, that made him ap the moſt agree- 
„able: the one was Aurora with fingers of roſes, 
and her feet dewy, attited in gray: the other 
« was Veſper in a robe of azure beſet with drops of 
gold, whoſe breath he caught whilſt it paſſed 
* over a bunch of hotiey-ſackles and tube-roſes 
* which he held in his hand. Pan and Ceres fol- 
« lowed them with four reapers, whodanced a mor- 
rice to the ſound of oaten pipes and cymbals. 
© Then came the attendant Months. June retained 
« ſtill ſome ſmall likeneſs of the Spring; but the 
* other two ſeemed to ſtep with a lefs vigorous 
© tread, eſpecially Auguſt, who ſeemed” almoſt to 
“ faint, whilſt for half the ſteps he took the Dog- 
“ ſtar levelled his rays full at his head: they paſſed 
“on and made way for a perſon that ſeemed to bend 
_ © alittle under the weight of years; his beard and 
* hair, which were full grown, were compoſed of: 
an equal number of black and gray; he wore a 
robe, which he had girt about him, of a yellowiſh 
* caſt, not unlike the colour of fallen leaves, which 
* he walked upon. I thought he hardly made 
** amends for expelling the foregoing ſcene by the 
* large quantity of fruits which he bore in his 
* hands. Plenty walked by his ſide with an healthy 
I 2 < freſh 
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freſh countenance, pouring out from an horn 


all the various product of the year. Pomona 


followed with a glaſs of cider in her hand, with 
Bacchus in a chariot drawn by tigers, accom. 
panied by a whole troop of ſatyrs, fauns, and 
ſylvans. September, who came next, ſeemed in 
his looks to promiſe a new Spring, and wore the 
livery of thoſe months. The ſucceeding month 
was all ſolid with the juice of grapes, as if he had 


6 juſt come from the wine-preſs. November, though 
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he was in his diviſion, yet by the many ſtops he 
made ſeemed rather inclined to the Winter, which 
followed cloſe at his heels. He advanced in the 
ſhape of an old wan in the extremity of age: 


the hair he had was ſo very white it ſeemed a real 


inow.; his eyes were red and piercing, and his 
beard Hung with a great quantity of icicles: 
he was wrapt up in furs, but yet ſo pinched with 
exceſs of cold, that his limbs were all contracted 


* and his body bent to the ground, ſo that he could 
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not have ſupported himſelf, had it not been for 


Comus the god of Revels, and Neceſſity the 
mother of Fate, who ſuſtained bim on each fide. 


The ſhape and mantle of Comus was one of the 


* things which moſt ſurprized me; as he advanced 


<c 
<< 
«c 


40 
40 
40 
cc 
ce 
40 
60 


cc 


| ie and Suſpicion (quinting with both eyes; but above 


towards me, his countenance ſeemed the moſt de- 
firable I had ever ſeen: on the fore-part of his 
mantle was pictured Joy, Delight, and Satisfac- 


tion, with a thouſand emblems of merriment, and 


Jeſts with faces looking two ways at once; but 
as he paſſed from me I was amazed at a ſhape fo 
little correſpondent to his face : his head was bald, 
and all the reſt of his limbs appeared old and de- 
formed, On the hinder part of his mantle was 
repreſented Murder with diſhevelled hair, and a 
dagger all bloody, Anger in a robe of ſcarlet, 


* all, 
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all, the moſt conſpicuous was the battle of 
« the Lapithz and the Centaurs. I deteſted 
« ſo hideous a ſhape, and turned my eyes upon 
« Saturn, who was ſtealing away behind him 
« with a ſcythe in one hand, and an hour-glafs in 
© the other, unobſerved. Behind Neceſſity was Veſta 
« the goddeſs of Fire, with a lamp which was per- 
« petually ſupplied with oil, and whoſe flame was 
« eternal, She cheered the rugged brow of Ne- 
«© ceſſity, and warmed her ſo far as almoſt to make 
her aſſume the features and - likeneſs of Choice. 
« December, January, and, February paſſed on 
« after the reſt all in fars; there was little diſ- 
tinction to be made amongſt them, and they were 
* more or leſs diſpleaſing as they diſcovered more 
* or leſs haſte towards the grateful return of 
„Spring.“ * 


ALLEGORY XXIII. 
DIN. o N. 


8 PERI OR excellence is the general mark of 
MD calumny; and envy is naturally led to aſperſe 
what it cannot imitate; A little mind is ſcandalized 
at the preheminence of its neighbour, and endeavours 
to depreciate its virtues. Thus the diſtempered eye, 
impatient of prevailing brightneſs, by attempting to' 
diſcover ſpots in the lucid object, inſenſibly betrays 
its own weakneſs; | | 
But as this is a topic that hath been diſcanted' 
upon by a variety of pens, I ſhall endeavour to en- 
| 3 lieren 
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liven it with an air of novelty, by throwing my fur- 
x; ſentiments on this ſubject into the farm gf 2 
viſi 

Methonght 1 I found myfelf on a ſudden on a very 
extenſive region, which was ſubject to the juriſdic- 
tion of a Fury named Detraction. The fields around 
looked wild and uncyltivated ; the taps of the hills 
Were covered with ſnow, and the whole country 
ſeemed to moan the inclement ſeyerity of one eternal 


Winter. Inſtead of the grateful verdure of a kindly 


herbage, there {ſprung up to light the hemlock, - 
aconite, and other baneful plants. The woods were 
inhabited by beaſts of prey; while on melancholy 
boughs ſat perched the birds of night brooding 
in doleful ſilence. 

In the middle of the plain was a black mountain, 
where I deſcried a groupe of figures, which I pre- 
. ſently made up to. On the ſummit the Fury of 1 
place preſented herſelf to view; there was a peculiar 
deformity attending her perſon. Her eyes were 
galled and red, her viſage ſwoln and terrible, and 
from her mouth proceeded a two-edged ſword, A 
blaſted oak was the throne_on which ſhe ſat ; her 
food was the teeth of vipers, and ler drink Was 
gall and vinegar, At a Jittle diſtance from her] 
obſerved Ignorance talking loud in bis own praiſe, 
Pride ſtrutting on his tiptoes, Conceit practiſing at 
a mirropr, and Envy like a vulture preying on her- 
(elf. The multitude that paid their adoration to the 
Fury, was a compolition of all nations and profeſ- 
ſhops, of different characters and capacities. There 
was the mechanic, the — th the ſcholar ; but 
the moſt zealous yotaries conſiſted principally of old 
weids, pgevidp bachelors, 7 courtiers, and 
the like. Each ſtrove to ingratiate themſelves with 
Ws Fury, by ſacrificing the beſt and moſt valuable 

at 4hgir friends, nor could Proximity of blood more 

7% p compaſſion 
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compaſſion or plead exew ption from being the victim 
of inſatiable cruelty. Some addreſſed this infergal 
Moloch with the finſt fruits of their body; while 
others were chanting forth the extent of her power, 
and ex patiating on the numbers gf her conqueſt. 

At tkis inſtant aroſe in my mind all the little ſen- 
timents of humanity Lhad hitherto cultivated; and 
I began to blame my criminal eurioſity, that prompt - 
ed me to aſcend the mountain. But in a few minutes 
the ſcene was very agreeably reverſed; for towards 
the ſouthern boundaries, I dilcovered the clouds 
parting, the (ſky purpling, and the fun breaking 
forth in all his glory; when immediately there ap- 
peared advancing towards me Goodnatute, in all her 
pomp and ſplendor, arrayed like a Sylvana nym ph, 
blooming with unſtudied graces. She was of a fair 
and ruddy complexion, which received additional 
beauty from the ꝑleaſing {miles that dwelt upon her 
countenance, On her right hand ſhone Goodſenſe. 
with a peculiar majeſty, though ſomewhat of diffi- 
dence in her mein.—She was the chief favorite with 
the goddeſs, and ſeemed to have the whole direction 
of her perſon. On her left hand was Generoſity, 
carrying a heart in her hand, The next that pre- 
ſented herſelf was Modeſty, with her eyes fixed on 
the ground, and her cheeks ſpread with roſes ;—then 
followed a train of beauties, who by the unaffected 
charms of their perſons, and an engaging peculi- 
arity of dreſs, made me aeſfirous of a more intimate 
acquaintance with them. Upon a nearer approach, 
I found they were a tribe of Britiſh ladies, who were 
always fond of appearing in the retinue of the god- 
deſs, from whoſe indulgent {miles they received an 
acceſſional luſtre to their charms. I then turned 
my eyes to the monſters I have above deſcribed ; 
the principal of whom grew pale, and preſently 

| I 4 tell 
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fell in a ſwoon from her throne ; Pride ſunk into 

a ſhade; Envy fell proſtrate and bit the ground; 
while Ignorance vaniſhed like a morning cloud be- 
. fore the riling ſun. As the goddeſs drew near, 
the whole collection of fiends diſappeared. —The 
baſiliſk ſkulked into the glade, the wild beaſt betook 
himſelf to his covert, and the oak on which 
the Fury had been ſeated, budded forth afreſh, 
Wherever the goddeſs walked, the flowers ſprang 
up {ſpontaneous at her feet; the tender roe was ſeen 
bounding o'er the mountains, and the little lambs 
ſporting on the hills ; inſtead of the briar and the 
thorn, then ſhot forth the myrtle and every odori- 
ferous ſnrub; the voice of the turtle was heard in 
the groves,” and the dales reſounded with the melo- 
dious harmony of the nightingale. In a word, the 
whole region confeſſed the benign influence of the 
deity, and appeared in all the bluſhing ſoftneſs. of 
the ſpriog.. | = 
\ - 
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ALLEGORY' XXIV. 


PA T X ON A & KE. 


Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amici, | 
Expertus metuit. HoR:: 
To court the great ones, and to ſooth their pride, 

Seems a ſweet taſł to thoſe that never tried 


But thoſe that we, know well that danger's near. 
CREECH, 


* 
y 


22 H E Sciences having long ſeen their votaries 
labouring for the benefit of mankind without 
reward, put up their petition to Jupiter for a more 
equitable diſtribution of riches and honours. Jupi- 
ter was moved at their complaints, and touched with 
the approaching miſeries of men, whom the Sciences, 
wearied with perpetual ingratitude, were now threat- 
ening to forſake, and who would have been reduced , 
by their departure to feed in dens upon the malts of - 
trees, to hunt their prey in deſarts, and to perifh 
under the paws of animals ſtronger and fiercer than 
themſelves. 

A ſynod of the celifiiale was therefore convened, - 
in Which it was reſolved, that Patronage ſhould 
deſcend to the aſſiſtance of the Sciences. Pa- 
tronage was the daughter of Aſtrea, by a mortal - 
father, and had been edvcated in the ſchool of 
Truth, by the goddeſſes, whom ſhe was now ap- 
pointed to protect. She had from her mother that 


152 ' diguity? - 
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dignity of aſpect, which ſtruck terror into Falſe 
Merit, and from her miſtreſſes that reſerve, which 
made her only acceffible to thoſe whom the Sciences 
brought into her preſence. ; | 
She came down with the general acelamation of 
all the powers that favour learning. Hope danced 
before her, and Liberality ſtood at her fide, ready 
to ſcatter by her direction the gifts which Fortune, 
who followed her, was commanded to fupply. As 
ſhe advanced towards Parnaſſus, the cloud which 
had long hung over it, was immediately diſpelled. 
The ſhades, before withered with drought, ſpread 
their original verdure, and the flowers that had lan- 
g'11ſhed with chillneſs brightened their colours, and 
invigorated” their ſcents; the Muſes tuned their 
harps and exerted their voices, and all the concert 
of nature welcomed her arrival. | 

On Parnaſlus ſhe fixed her reſidence, in a palace 
raiſed by the Sciences, and adorned with whatever 
could delight the eye, elevate the imagination, or 
© enlarge the underſtanding. Here ſhe diſperſed the. 


gifts of Fortune, with the impartiality of Juſtice, / 


and the diſcernment of Truth. Her gate ſtood al- 
ways open, and Hope fat at the portal, inviting to- 
entrance all whom the Sciences numbered in Per 
train., The court was therefore thronged with in- 
numerable multitudes, of whom, though many re- 


turned diſappointed, ſeldom any had confidence to 


complain; for Patronage was known to neglect few, 
but for want of the due claims to her regard. Thoſe, 


therefore, who had ſallicited her favour without 


ſucceſs, generally withdrew from publick notice, and 
either diverted their attention to meaner employ- 


ments, or endeavoured to ſupply their deficiencies 


by cloſer application. 


In time, however, the number of thoſe who had 


milcarried in their pretenſions grew ſo great, = 


. 
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they became leſs aſhamed of their repulſes and in- 
ſtead of hiding their diſgrace in retirement, begag 
to beliege the gates of the palace, and. obſtruct the 
entrance of ſuch as they thought likely to be more 
careſſed. The deciſions of Patranage, who was hut 
half a goddeſs, had been ſometimes erroneous; and 
though ſhe always made haſte to rectify ber miſtakes, 
a few inſtances of her fallibility encouraged every one* 
to appeal from her judgment to his own and that of 
his companions, who were always ready to clamour 
in the common cauſe, and elate each other with re- 
ciprocal applauſe, | 
Hope was a ſteady friend to the diſappointed, and 
Impudence incited them to accept a ſecond invitation, 
and lay their claim again before Patronage. They 
were again, for the moſt part, ſeat back with igng- 
miny, but found Hope not alienated, and Impu- 
dence more reſolutely zealous ; they therefore con- 
trived new expedients, and hoped at laſt to prevail 
by their multitudes, which were always increaſing, 
and their perſeverance, which Hope and Impudence- 
forbad them to relax. | | 
Patronage having been long a ſtranger to the 
heavenly aſſemblies, began to degenerate towards 
terreſtrial nature, and forget the precepts of Juſtice 
and Truth. Inſtead of confinipg her friendſhip to 
the Sciences, ſhe ſuffered herſelf, by little and hittle, 
to contract an acquaigtance with Pride, the ſon or 
Falſehood, by whole embraces ſhe had two daughters, 
Flattery and Caprice. Flattery was nurſed by Libera- 
lity, and Caprice by Fortune, without any aſſiſtange 
from che leſſons of the Sciences. 0 
Patronage began openly to adopt the ſentiments 
and imitate the manners of her buſband, by hoſe: 
opinion ſhe now directed her deciſions wich very 
little heed to the precepts of Truth; and, as her- 
daughters continually gained vpon her ede 
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the Sciences loſt their influence, till none found' 
much reaſon to boaſt of their reception, but thoſe 
whom Caprice or Flattery conducted to her throne. 
The throngs who had: ſo long waited; and ſo 
often been diſmiſſed for want of recommendation 
from the Sciences, were delighted to ſee the power 
of thoſe rigorous goddeſſes tending to its extinction. 
Their patroneſſes now renewed their encourage - 
ments. Hope ſmiled at the approach of Caprice, 
and Impudence was always at hand to introduce her 
clients to Flattery. 58 i 
Patronage had now learned to procure herſelf re · 
verence by ceremonies and formalities, and inſtead 
of admitting her petitioners to an immediate audi - 
ence, © ordered the antechamber to be erected, called 
among mortals, the Hall of Expectation. Into this 
hall the entrance was eaſy to thoſe whom Impu- 
dence had conſigned to Flattery, and it was there- 
fore crouded with a promiſcuous throng, aſſembled 
from every corner of the earth, preſſing forward 
with the -utmoſt 'eagerneſs of deſire, and agitated 
with all the anxieties of competition. 
Taey entered this general receptacle with ardour 
and alacrity, and made no doubt of ſpeedy accels, 
under the conduct of Flattery, to the preſence of 
Patronage. But it generally happened that they 
were here left to their deſtiny, for the inner doors 
were committed to Caprice, who opened and ſhut 
them, as it ſeemed, by chance, and rejected or ad- 
mitted without any ſettled rule of diſtinction. In 
the mean time, the miſerable attendants were left to 
wear out their lives in alternate exultation and de- 
jection, delivered up to the ſport of Suſpicion, who 
was always whiſpering inte their ear deſigns againſt 
them which were never formed, and of Envy, who 
_ dfligently pointed out the good fortune of one or 
other of their competitors. . Infamy flew _—_— p 
- <4 , All. 
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Fall, and ſcattered mildews from her wings, with 
which every one was ſtained ; Reputation followed 
her with {lower flight, and endeavoured to hide the 
blemiſhes with paint, which was immediately bruſned 
away, or ſeparated of itſelf; and left the ſtains more 
viſible; nor were the ſpots of Infamy-ever effaced, 
but with limpid water effuſed by the hand of Pime 
from a well which ſprung up beneath the throne of 
Truth, 

It frequently happened that Science, unwilling 
to loſe the ancient prerogative of recommending to 
Patronage, . would lead her followers into the Hall 
of Expectation ; but they were ſoon diſcouraged 
from attending; for that only Envy and Sufpicion 
inceſſantly tormented them, but Impudence con- 
ſidered them as intruders, aud incited Infamy to 
blacken them. They therefore quickly retired, but 
ſeldom without ſome ſpots which they could ſcarcely 
waſh away, and which ſhewed that they had once 
waited in the Hall of ExpeCtation. 

The reſt continued to expect the happy moment, 
when Caprice ſhould becken them to approach ; 
and endeavoured to propitiate her not with Homeri- 
cal harmony, the repreſentation of great actions, or 
the recital of noble ſentiments, but with ſoft and 
voluptuous: melody, intermingled with the praiſes 
of Patronage and Pride, by whom they were heard- 
at once with pleaſure and contempt. 

Some were indeed admitted by Caprice, when 
they leaſt expected it, and heaped by Patronage with 
the gifts of Fortune, but they were from that time 
chained to her foot-ſtool, and condemned to regu- 
late their lives by her glances and her nods; they 
ſeemed proud of their- manacles, and ſeldom com- 
plained of any drudgery, however ſervile, or any 
affront, however contemptuous ; yet they were often, 


notwithſtanding their obzdicnce, ſeized on a ſudden 
by. 
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by Caprice, diveſted of their ornaments, and thru 


back into the Hall of Expectation. 
Here they mingled again with the tumult, and all, 
| except a few whom experience had taught to ſeek 
| happineſs in the regions of liberty, continued to 
f hours, and days, and years, courting the 
ile of Caprice by 'the arts of Flattery; till at 
length new crouds preſſed in upon them, and drove 
them forth at different outlets into the habitations 


of Diſeaſe, and Shame, and Poverty, and Deſpaif, 
where they paſſed the reſt of their lives in narratives 


of promiſes and breaches of faith, of joys and ſor- 
rows, of hopes and diſappointments. 


The Sciences, after a thouſand indignities, retired 


| from the palace of Patronage, and havin ng long wan- 
dered over the world in grief and diſtreſs, 


. 
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were led 

at laſt to the cottage of Independence, the daughter 
I Fortitude ; where they were taught by Prudence 
and Parkimony to ſupport themſelves in gige and 
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ALLE GOR Xxv. 


Tus TEMPLE ON - LOVE. 


Militas ommis amans. Ovid. Amor. El. 9. v. 1. 


The tails of love require a warrior's art, 
And every lover plays a ſoldier's part. R. Wynne, 


Was this morning reading the teack canto in the 
1 fourth book of Spenſer, in which Sir Scudamore 
relates the progreſs of his courtſhip to Amoret, un- 
der a very beautiful allegory, which is one of the 
moſt natural and unmixed of any in that moſt ex- 
cellent author. I ſhall tranſpoſe it to uſe Mr. Bays's- 
turn, for the benefit of many Engliſh lovers, who 
have, by frequent letters, deſired me to lay down 
ſome rules for the conduct of their: virtuous amours; 
and ſhall only premiſe, that by the ſhield of love is 
meant a generous, conſtant paſſion for the perſon: 
beloved. 

When the fame, ſays he, of this celebrated beauty 
firſt flew abroad, I went in purſuit of her to the 
Temple of Love. This temple continued he, bore 
the name of the goddeſs Venus, and was ſeated in a 
moſt beautiful :Oand, walled by nature againſt all 
invaders. There was a ſingle bridge that led into 
the BR and before it a caſtle garriſoned by twenty 

knights. 
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knights. Near the caſtle was an open plain, and in' 


the midſt of it a pillar, on which was hung the ſi 
ſhield of Love; and underneath it, in letters of gold, 0] 
was this Inſcription : We TEC 1 
Happy the man who well can uſe his bliſs; 
Whoſe-ever be the ſhield, . fair Amoret be his. x 

My heart panted upon reading the inſcription : I. ] 


ſtruck upon the ſhield with my ſpear. Immediately 
iſſued forth a knight well mounted, and completely 
armed, who, without ſpeaking, ran fiercely at me. 
I received' him as well as I could, and by good for- 
tune threw him out of his ſaddle. I encountered 
the whole twenty ſucceſſively, and, leaving- them 
all extended on the plain, carried off the ſhield in 
token of victory. Having thus vanquiſhed my rivals, 
I paſſed on without impediment, until I came to 
the utmoſt gate of the bridge, which I found lock- 
ed and barred. I knocked and called; but could 
get no anfwer. At laſt I ſaw one in the other ſide 
of the gate, who ſtood peeping through a fmall * 
crevice, This was the porter; he had a double” 
face reſembling a Janus, and was continually look- 
ing about him, as if he miſtruſted fome ſudden / 
danger; his name, as I afterwards learnt, was Doubt. 
Over againſt him ſat Delay, who entertained paſſen- 
gers with ſome idle ſtory, while they loſt ſuch op- 
portunities as were never to be recovered. As ſoon 
as the porter ſaw my ſhield he opened the gate; 
but, upon my entering, Delay caught hold of me, 
and would fain have had me liſten ta her fooleries. 
However, I ſhook her off, and paſſed forward, un- 
til that I came to the ſecond gate, The Gate of 
Good Deſert,” which almoſt ſtood wide open, but 
in the potch was an hideous giant that ſtopped the 
entrance; his name was Danger. Many warriours 
of good reputation not able to bear the ſternneſs of 
te, his 
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lis look, went back again; cowards fled at the 
ſight of him; except ſome few, who, watching their 
opportunity, ſlipt by him unobſerved. I prepared' 
to aſſault him; but upon the firſt ſight of my ſhield, 
he immediately gave way, Looking back upon him, 
found his hinder parts much more deformed and 
terrible than his face; Hatred, Murder, Treaſon, 
Envy, and Detraction, lying in ambuſh behind him, 
to fall upon the heedleſs and unwary. 

I now entered the Iſland of Love, which appear- 
ed in all the beauties of art and nature, and feaſted 
every ſenſe with the moſt agreeable objects, amidſt 
a pleaſing variety of walks and alleys, ſhady ſeats, 
and flowery banks, ſunny hills, and gloomy vallies, 
where thouſands of lovers were ſitting, or walking 
together in pairs, and ſinging hymns to the deity of 
the place. | 

[ could not forbear envying this happy people,. 
who were already in poſſeſſion of all they could de- 
fire. While I went forward to the temple, the 
ſtructure was beautiful beyond imagination. The 
gate ſtood open. In the entrance ſat a moſt amiable 
woman, whoſe name was Concord. 

On either ſide of her ſtood two young men, both 
ſtrongly armed, as if afraid of each other. As I 
afterwards learned, they were both her ſons, but 
begotten of her by two different fathers ; their names 
Love and Hatred. 

The lady fo well tempered and reconciled them 
both, that ſhe forced them to join hands ; though. 
I could not but obſerve that Hatred turned away his 
face, as not able to endure the ſight of his younger 
brother, . | 1 

I at length entered the inmoſt temple, the roof 
of which was raiſed with an hundred marble pillars, 
decked with crowns, chains, and garlands. The 
ground was ſtrewed with flowers. An hundred 
altars, at each. of which ſtood a virgin prieſteſs 

cloathed 
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cloathed in white, blazed all at once with the ſacti- 
fice of lovers, who were perpetually ſending their 
vows to heaven in clouds of incenſe. 

Ia the midſt ſtogd the goddeſs herſelf upgn an 
altar, whoſe ſubſtance was neither gold nor ſtone, 
but infinitely more precious than either. About her 
neck flew numberleſs flocks of little Loves, Joys, 
and Graces; and all abqut ber altar lay ſcattered 
heaps of lovers, complaining of the diſdain, pride, 
or treachery of their miſtrefſes. One among the 
reſt, no longer able to contain his griefs, broke out 
into the following prayer : | 

** Venus, queen of grace and beauty, joy of gods 
and men, who with a ſmile becalmeſt the ſeas, 
and renewelt all nature; goddeſs, whom all the 
* different ſpecies in the univerſe obey with joy and 


_ © pleaſure, grant I may at laſt obtain the object of 


„ my vows.” ' | 

. The impatient lover pronounced this with great 
vehemence; but I, in a ſoft murmur beſought the 
goddels to lend me her aſſiſtance. While I was chus 
praying, I chanced-to caſt my eyes on a company of 
ladies, who were. aſſembled together in a corner of 
the temple, waiting for the anthem, | 

The foremoſt ſeemed ſomething elder, and of a 

more compoſed countenance than the reſt, who all 
appeared to be under her direction. Her name was 
Womanhood. On one fide of her fat Shamefaced- 
nels, wich bluſhes rifing on her cheeks, and her eyes 
fixed on the ground: on the other was Chearfulneſs, 
with a ſmiling look, that infuſed a ſecret pleaſure 
into the hearts of all that ſaw her. With theſe {at 
Modeſty, holding her hand on her heart: Caunteſy, 
with a grateful aſpect, and obliging behaviour, and 
the two ſiſters, who were always linked together, 
aud reſembled each other, Silence and Obedience. 


Thus 
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Thus ſat they all around in ſeemly rate, 
And in the midſt.of them a goodly maid, 
Ev'n in the lap of Womanhood there fat, 
The which was all in lilly white array'd; 
Where ſilver ſtreams among the linnen ſtray' d. 
Like to the morn, when firſt her ſhining- face 
Hath to the gloomy world itſelf betray'd ; 
* That ſame was faireſt Amoret in place, 
Shining with beauties, light, and heavenly virtue's 
grace. | * FOE 


As ſoon as I beheld the charming Amoret, my 
heart throbbed with hopes. I ſtept to her and 
ſeized her hand; when Womanhood immediately 
riſing up, ſharply rebuked me for offering in ſo 
rude a manner to lay hold on a virgin. I excuſed 
myſelf as modeſtly as I could, and at the ſame time 
diſplayed my (hield ; upon which, as ſoon as ſhe 
beheld the god emblazoned with his bow and ſhafts, 
ſhe was ſtruck mute, and inſtantly retized. 

I ſtill held faſt fair Amoret ; and turning my eyes 
towards the goddeſs of the place, ſaw that ſhe fa- 
voured my pretenſions with a ſmile, which ſo em- 
boldened me, that I carried of my prize. | 

The maid, ſometimes with tears, ſometimes with 
ſmiles, intreated me to let her go: but I led her 
thraugh the temple-gate, where the goddeſs Con- 
cord, who had favoured my entrance, befriended 
my retreat. + 

This allegory is ſo natural, that it explains itſelf. 
'The perſons in it are very artfully deſcribed, and 
diſpoled in proper places. The poſts aſſigned to 
Doubt, Delay, and Danger are admirable. The 
gate of Good Neſert has ſomething noble and in- 
ſtructive in it. But above all, I am moſt pleaſed 
with the beautiful groupe of figures in the corner 
of the temple, Among theſe, — ms 
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like what the philoſophers call an univerſal nature, 
and is attended with beautiful repreſentatives of all 
thoſe virtues that are the ornaments of the female 


_ fex, conſidered in its natural perfection and in- 


NOCENCE. 
vu :x 0 cg HOO 
A LLEGORY XXVII. 
ns an TEM PL E os HYMEN: 


Fe w days ago I had an account ofthe marriage 
A of a friend. When occurences of this na- 
ture make an impreſſion upon the mind, jt is inſenſi- 
bly betrayed into little animadverſions npon them. 
This was my cafe in an extraordinary manner: for 


having muſed ſometime on this incident, I fell into 


an eaſy ſlumber, when fancy reaſſumed the ſubject, 
and fallied out in the following excurſion. | 
Methought I was in an inſtant placed on the boun- 
daries of a ſpacions plain; in the centre of which 
was preſented to the eye a large temple conſecrated 
to Hymen, the god of Marriage. At a ſmall diſ- 


tance from me, I obſerved a giddy croud of both 


ſexes, who were making towards the building, in 


order to celebrate the ceremony of the god. There 


was ſhuffled in among them a dzmon,. whoſe form 
was ſo peculiar, and whoſe ſway with the multitude fo 
univerſal, that I ſhall give my reader a particular 


- deſcription of him. It ſeems the name of this fury 


was Luſt ; in the upper part of his body he carried 
the likeneſs of a human figure, from the middle 


downwards, he bore the reſemblance of a goat, his 


eyes 
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eyes were turgid, ſparkling, and inflamed; his com- 
plexion was very irregular, attended with the moſt 
ſudden tranſitions from a ſanguine red to a livid 
paleneſs, and a tremor frequently ſeized every mem - 
ber.—Cloſe followed him Diſtaſte, with a fickl 
countenance, and ſupercilious eye; and Remorſe 
with his hat lapped over his face, and a worm gnaw- 
ing his vitals. I was ſhocked at theſe monſtrous ap- 
pearances, and the more ſo, to obſerve how readily 
my fellow creatures gave into the impious ſuggeſtions 
of the dæmon. But my furprize was ſomewhat 
abated on a nearer approach; for I took notice that 
his breath was of ſuch a malignant nature, that all 
thoſe who rachly advanced within its influence, were 
preſently intoxicated and deprived of their reaſon. 

I was in ſuch a conſternation at this diſcovery, 
that I heſitated for a while, whether I (ſhould enter 
into converſation with the blithe adventurers before- - 
mentioned. In the midſt of my ſuſpenſe, there 
came towards us a grave old gentleman of a ſteady 
and compoſed aſpect, whoſe name was Deliberation, 
He was one of the princely agents belonging to the 
temple, and ſo high in the god's eſteem, that Hy- 
men was very rarely known to give his benediction, 
at the concluſion of the ceremony, to any couple 
who were not uſhered into his preſence by this ve- 
nerable officer. Upon his joining the company (to 
the majority of which I found he was a perfect 
ſtranger) there was expreſſed an univerſal uneaſineſs 
and diſcontent; and many of them induſtriouſly 
avoided all converſation with him. But it was very 
remarkable, that all thole who thus imprudently 
turned their backs on this valuable monitor, in their 
return from the temple were ſeized by one or both 
of the melancholy attendants of the fury. 

At my entrance into the building, I obſerved the 
f&ity marching at a ſmall diſtance towards it. The 


belt 
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firſt in the proceſſion was Love, in the form of a 
Cupid, who was continually practiſing a thouſand 
little arts and graces to draw upon him the ſmiles 
of the god; and by the tender regards which Hy- c 
men caſt upon the child, I found he was a very 
great favourite. h 

The god followed next, holding in his hand a 

| flaming torch, which ſhone the brighter the longer 
; it burned; he approached us, ſupported by Virtue, 
a lady of the moſt engagiug form that I ever beheld : 
ſhe was cloathed in a white refulgent garment ; and 

her heart was encircled with glory. | 

The next attendant was Beauty, arrayed in the 
molt gorgeous apparel, and full of herſelf, even to 
diſtraction. She was handed along by Youth, a gay 
ſtripling, wearing a chaplet of flowers on his head, 
and wings on his ſhoulders. | 
Then appeared Wealth, in the figure of an old 
man meanly attired: his eyes were the eyes of a 
hawk, and his fingers curved and pointed inwards, 
like the talons of a raven; he was noiſy, impudent, 
and preſuming. | 

I be retinue was cloſed by Fancy, ever varying 
her features and dreſs; and what was very extra- 
ordinary, methought ſhe charmed in all. 

The deity, immediately after his entrance into 
the temple, aſcended his throne, and ſat with his 
head gently reclined on Virtue's boſom. Love 
and Beauty took their ſtation' on the right hand: 
and on the left were diſperſed Wealth and Fancy. 

The god quickly proceeded to the celebration of 
the nuprial rites ; but there was ſuch a confuſed 

ſouod of ſighs and laughter, that I could not give the 
attention that was requiſite, in order to preſent m 
reader with the ſeveral circumſtances that occurred; 
-puly I took notice, that many of the matches vie 
| 10 
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ſo very unequal, that the god yoked them with relue- 
tance, and but half conſented to his own inſtitution. 

After the cerethony was over, ſilence was pro- 
claimed in court, for Hymen was determined to de- 
cide a cbnteſt, Whieh had been of long ſtanditg, 
between the perſbiiages that attetided the altar, 
Upon this declaration the whole multitude divided, 
and, according to the particular impulſes of their 
paſſions, took the party of the ſeveral competitors. 
The young had ranged themſelves on the right hand 
of the throne; while others of more advanced years 
had poſted themſelves behind the difputants on the 
left. 

Love began with entering His complaint againſt 
Wealth, ſetting forth, that His atitagoniſt had ſe- 
duced large mimbers to his ſentiments ; that, as to 
himſelf, his intereſt very viſibly declined every day, 
to the great prejudice of the ſtate wherein the gods 
had deſigned him the preheminence. While he was 
purſuing his arguments with great warmth, Poverty 
ſtepped forth from amidſt the crowd, and ſtared the 
young plaintiff full in the face, who was ſo frighted 
at his ſorrowful countenance, that he fluttered' his 
pinions in order for flight; when Wealth, riſing 
up, addreſſed the judge, with ſhewing the neceſſity 
of his preſence to make the marriage ſtate replete 
with happineſs, as it was originally intended by its 
inſtitutor; together with many other arguments, 
which, if they had been delivered with the ſame 
modeſty, as force, could not have failed of creating 
a multitude of cotiverts to his ſide. This his ſpeech 
was followed with a thander of applauſe from the 
company behind, Upon which incident the old 
man began to triumph, and to reinforce his diſ- 
courſe ; when, through the violence of his emotions, 
his garment flew open, and betrayed to view cares 
in the form of vultures hanging at his breaſt, Here- 
pon 
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upon Love ſtood up, and would fain have reaſſumed 
his cauſe. But Hymen, who well knew that the 
preſence of both was of the utmoſt importance in 
the. performance of his inſtitution, and impartially 
weighing what was urged by each-of them, put an 
end to the contention, by propoſing the union of 
their families, which was immediately acceded to, 


No ſooner were their hands joined, as the ſignal of 


their conſent to the god's propoſal, but Love im- 
mediately lighted up new {miles in his face, and ap- 
peared infinitely more charming than before. But 
the moſt ſurprizing change was wrought in the old 
man; his talons fell off in ſcales from his fingers, 
his eyes loſt all their former fierceneſs, and the harſh 
lineaments of his countenance were at once ſoftened 


into all the ſweetneſs of humanity, Love approach- 


ed him, and gently ſtroking his boſom, tilled the 
hiſſing of the ſerpents, and aſſuaged the ſeverity of 
his pain. This diſpute being amicahly adjuſted, 
Beauty next advanced, and, after playing 6ver many 
airs of affection, put on a languiſhing, look, and 


liſped out a mournful accuſation againſt Wealth, in- 


timating his uſurpation over her, and the like. 
Scarce had ſhe uttered theſe ſentences, before there 
made up to her a grizly wight, whoſe hair was cover- 
£d with a hoary froſt, his face plowed with furrows, 
and down his cheeks diſtilled a ſcalding rheum. 
When the young lady thus ſaw Age limping to- 
wards her, ſhe appeared in all the agonies of thought ; 
the roſes fell from her cheeks, and ſhe ſunk down 
into a ſwoon, Hymen underſtanding the temper of 


the girl, thatſhe was proud and imperious, fond of 


government, and yet incapable of directing, diveſt- 
ed her of a large ſhare of power, by diſpoſing of her 
frontier towns to Fancy, who now atts with unli- 
mited authority; nor admits any to pay their ad- 
dreſſes to the gay virgin, without a prior interview 
with herſelf. 

4 The 
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The remainder of my dream being a confuſed 
number of ideas, without order or arrangement, I 
ſhall forbear to inſert, in mercy to my reader. 


ALLEGORY XXVI.L 


TAO aL, T.10 EE 


Permittes iþ/is expendere numinibus, quid 
Conventat nobis, «rebuſque fit utile noftris. 
Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima quaque dabunt dii. 
Juv. Sat. 10. v. 3454 


Intruſt thy fortune to the powers above; 
Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant 


What their unerring wiſdom ſees thee want. 

A I was ſitting after dinner in my elbow- chair, 
I took up Homer, and dipped into that famous 
Ipeech of Achilles to Priam, in which he tells him, 
that Jupiter has by him two great veſſels, the one 
filled with bleſſings, and the other with misfortunes ; 
out of which he mingles a compoſition for every 
man that comes into the world. This paſſage fo 
exceedingly pleaſed me, that as I fell inſenſibly into 
my after-noon's ſlumber, it wrought my imagination 

into the following dream, 5 
When Jupiter took into his hands the government 
of the world, the ſeveral parts of nature with the 
preſiding deities did homage to him. One preſent- 
ed him with a mountain of winds, another with a 
maga· 
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magazine of hail, and a third with a pile of thunder. 
bolts. The ſtars offered up their, influences, the 
ocean gave in his trident, the earth her fruits, and 
the ſun his ſeaſons. Among the ſeveral deities who 
came to make their court on this occaſion, the Def. 
tinies advanced with two great tuns carried before 
them, one of which they fixed at the right-hand of 
Jupiter, as he {at upon his throne, and-the other on 
his left. 8 125 
The firſt was filled with all the bleſſings, and 
the other with all the calamities of human life, Ju- 
piter in the beginning of his reign, finding the 
world much more innocent than it is in this iron age, 
poured very plentifully out of the tun that ſtood at 
his right-hand ; but as mankind degenerated, and 
became unworthy of his bleſſings, he ſet abroach 
the other -veflel, that filled the world with pain and 
poverty, battles and diſtempers, jealouſy and falſe- 
hood, intoxicating pleaſures, and untimely deaths. 
He was at length ſo very much incenſed at the great 
depravations of human nature, and the repeated pro- 
vocations he received from the other parts of the 
earth, that having reſolved to deſtroy the whole 
ſpecies, except Deucalion and Pyrrha, he com- 
manded the Deſtinies to gather up the bleſſings 
which he had thrown away upon the ſons of men, 
and lay them up until the world ſhould be inhabited 
by a more virtaous and deſerving race of mortals. 
The Three Siſters immediately repaired to the 
earth, in ſearch of the ſeveral bleſſings that had 
been ſcattered on it ; but found the taſk which was 
enjoined them, to be much more difficult than they 
imagined. The firſt places they reſorted to, as the 
molt likely to ſucceed in were cities, palaces, and 
courts; but inſtead of meeting with what they Jook- 
ed for here, they found nothing but envy, repining, 
uneaſineſs, and the ike bitter ingredients ** ö 
, of & e d 
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left-hand veſſel, Whereas, to their great ſurprize, 
they diſcovered content, chearfulneſs, health, in- 
nocence, and other the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings of 
life, in cottages, ſhades, and ſolitudes. | 
There was another circumſtance no leſs unexpec- 
ted than the former, and which gave them very 
great perplexity in the diſcharge of the truſt which 
Jupiter had committed to them. They obſerved, 
that ſeveral bleſſings had degenerated into cala- 
mities, and that ſeveral calamities had improv- 
ed into bleſſings, according as they fell into the 
poſſeſſion of wiſe or fooliſh men. They often 
found power, with ſo much inſolence and impa- 
tience cleaving to it, that it became a misfortune 
to the perſon on whom it was conferred. Youth 
had often diſtempers growing about it, worſe than the 
infirmities of old age : wealth was often united to 
ſuch ſordid avarice as made it the moſt uncomfort- 
able and painful kind of poverty. On the contrary, 
they often found pain made glorious by fortitude, 
poverty loſt in content, deformity beautified with 
virtue. In a word, the bleflings were often like 
good fruits planted in a bad ſoil, that by degrees fall 
off from their natural reliſh, into taſtes altogether 
inſipid or unwholſome; and the calamities, like 
harſh fruits, cultivated in a good ſoil, and enriched 
by proper grafts and inoculations, until they ſwell 
with generous and delightful juices, 
There was {till a third circumſtance that occaſion- 
ed as great a ſurprize to the Three Siſters, as either 
of the foregoing, when they diſcovered ſeveral bleſ- 
{ings and calamities which had never been in either 
of the tuns, that ſtood by the throne of Jupiter, 
and were nevertheleſs as great occaſions of happineſs 
or miſery as any there. There were that ſpurious 
crop of bleſſings and calamities which were never 
ſown by the hand of the deity, but'grow of them- 
ſelves out of the fancies and diſpoſitlons of human 
K 2 creatures, 
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creatures. Such are dreſs, titles, place, equipag 
falſe- ſhame, and groundleſs fear, with the like vain 
imaginations that ſhoot up in trifling, weak and | ir- 
reſolute minds. 

The Deſtinies finding themſelves in ſo great a per- 
plexity, concluded that it would be impoſſible for 
them to execute the commands that had been giyen 
them, according to their firſt intention; for which 
_ reaſon they agreed to throw all the bleſſings and 
calamities together into a large veſſel, and in that 
manner offer them up at the feet of Jupiter, 

This was performed accordingly ; the eldeſt ſiſter 
preſented herſelf before the veſſel, and introduced 
it with an apology for what they had done: 

0 Jupiter, ſays ſhe, we have gathered together 
% all the good and evil, the comforts and diſtreſſes 
« of human life, which we thus preſent before thee 
in one promiſcuous heap. We beſeech thee, that 
„ thou thyſelf will ſort them out for the future, 
« as in thy wiſdom thou ſhall think fit. For we 
« acknowledge, that there is none beſides thee that 
% can judge what will occaſion grief or joy in the 
1 heart of the human creature, and what will prove - 
a bleſſing or calamity to the perſon on whom it 
86 is beſtowed,” 
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ALLEGORY XXVIII. 


4 
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Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna. 
VIA. Ec. 4. Verſ. 6. 


n Juſtice brings a golden age. 


I Was laſt week taking a ſolitary walk in the iden 
of Lincoln's-Inn (a favour that is indulged me 
by ſeveral of the Benchers, who are my intimate 
friends, and grown old with me in this neighbour- 
hood) when, according to the nature of men in 
years, who have made but little progreſs in the ad- 
vancement of their fortune or their fame, I was re- 
pining at the ſudden rife of many perſons who are 
my juniors, and indeed at the unequal diſtribution 
of wealth, honour, and all other bleſſings of life, 
I was loft in this thought, when the night came 
upon me and drew my mind into a far more agree - 
able contemplation. The heaven above me appear- 
ed in all its glories, and preſented me with ſuch an 
hemiſphere of ſtars, as made the moſt agreeable 
proſpect imaginable to one who delights in the ſtudy 
of nature. It happened to be a freezing night, 
which had purified the whole body of air into ſuch a 
bright tranſparent æther, as made every conſtellation 
viſible; and at the ſame time gave ſuch a particular 
glowiug. to the ſtars, that I thought it the richeſt 

iky 
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ſky I hadever ſeen. I cou not behold a ſcene fo won- 
derfully adorned and lighted up, if I may be allow- 


ed that expreſſion, without ſuitable meditations ou 
the author of ſuch illuſtrious and amazing objects ; 


for, on theſe occaſions, philoſophy ſuggeſts motives 


to religion, and religion adds pleafures to philo- 
ſophy. | 

As ſoon as 1 had recovered my uſual temper and 
ſerenity of ſoul, I retired to my lodgings, with the 
ſatisfaction of having paſſed away a tew hours in the 
proper employments of a reaſonable creature ;- and 


promiſing myſelf that my ſlumbers would be ſweet, 


I no ſooner fell into them, but J dreamed a dream, 
or ſaw a vition, for I know not which to call it, 
that ſeemed to riſe out of my evening-meditation, 


and had ſomething in it ſo ſolemn and ſerious, that 


I cannot forbear communicating it ; though I muſt 
confeſs the wildneſs of imagination, which in a 
dream is always looſe and irregular, diſcovers itſelf 
too much in feveral parts of it. * 

Methought I ſaw the ſame azure ſky diverſified 
with the ſame glorious luminaries which had enter- 
tained me a little before I fell aſleep. I was look- 
ing very attentively on that ſign in the heavens which 
is called by the name of the Balance v, when on a 
ſudden there appeared in it an extraordinary light, 
as if the ſun ſhonld riſe at midnight. By its in- 
creaſing in breadth and luſtre, I ſoon found that it 
approached towards the earth; and at length could 
diſcern ſomething like a ſhadow hovering in the 
midſt of a great glory, which in a little time after 
I diſtinctly perceived to be the figure of a woman. 
1 fancied at firſt it might have been the angel, or 
Intelligence that guided the conſtellation from which 
| n 
* Libra or the Balance is next to the ſign Virgo, into which 


Aſtre:, the goddeſs of Juſtice, was trauſlated, when ſhe could wo 
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deſcended ; but upon a ngarer view, I ſaw about 
her all the emblems with which the goddeſs of 
Juſtice is uſually deſcribed. Her countenance was 
unſpeakably awful and majeſtic, but exquiſitely 
beautiful to thoſe whoſe eyes were ſtrong enough to 
behold it ; her ſmiles tranſported with rapture, her 
frowns terrified to deſpair. She held im her hand a 
mirror, endowed with the ſame qualities as that 
which the painters put into the hand of Truth, 
There ſtreamed from it a light, which diſtinguiſh- 
ed itſelt from all the ſpleadors that ſurrounded her, 
more than a flach of lightening ſhines in the midſt 
of day-light. As ſhe moved it in her hand it 
brightened the heavens, the air, or the earth. 
When ſhe had deſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and 
heard by mortals, to make the pomp of her appear- 
ance more ſupportable, ſhe threw darkneſs and 
clouds about her, that tempered the light into a 
thouſand beautiful ſhades and colours, and multi- 
plied that luſtre, which was before too ſtrong and 
dazzling, into a variety of milder glories. 
In the mean time, the world was in an alarm, 
and all the inhabitants of it gathered together upon 
a ſpacious plain ; fo that I feemed to have the whole 
ſpecies before my eyes. A voice was heard from 
the clouds, declaring the intention of this vilit, 
which was to reſtore and appropriate to every one 
living what was his due. The fear and hope, joy 
and ſorrow, which appeared in that great aſſembly, 
after this ſolemn declaration, are not to be expreſſed, 
The firſt edit was then pronounced, That all 
titles and claims to riches and eſtates, or to any 
part of them, ſhould be immediately veſted in the 
*.rightful owner.” Upon this, the inhabitants of 
the earth held up the inſtruments of their tenure, 
whether in parchment, paper, wax, or any other 


form of conveyance ; and as the goddeſs moved the 
K 4 mirror 
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mirror of Truth which ſhe held in her hand, ſo that 
the light which flowed from it fell upon the multi- 


tude, they examined the ſeveral inſtruments by the 


beams of ir. The rays of this mirror had a parti- 
cular quality of ſetting fire to all forgery and 
falſehood. The blaze of papers, the melting of 
ſeals, and crackling of parchments, made a v 

odd ſcene. The fire very often ran through two- 
or three lines only, and then ſtopped. Though L 
could not but obſerve, that the flame chiefly broke 
out among the interiineations and codicils ; the light 
of the mirror, as it was turned up and down, 
pierced into all the dark corners and receſſes of the 
univerſe, and by that means detected many writings. 


and records which had been hidden or buried by 


time, chance, or deſign, This occaſioned a won- 
derful revolution among the people. At the ſame. 
time, the ſpoils of extortion, fraud, and robbery, 
with all the fruits of bribery and' corruption, were- 


thrown together into a prodigious pile, that almoſt 
reached to the clouds, and was called, The mount 
© of reſtitution ;” to which all injured perſons were 


invited, to receive what belonged to them. 
One might ſee crouds of people in tattered gar- 
ments come.up, and change clothes with others thar 


were dreſſed with lace and embroidery, Several. 


who were plumbs, or very near it, became men of 
moderate fortunes ; and many others, who were 
overgrown in wealth and poſſeſſions, had no more 
left than what they uſually ſpent. What moved 
my concern moſt was, to ſee a certain ſtreet of the 


greateſt credit in Europe, from one end to the other 


become bankrupt. 


The next command was, for the whole body of 


mankind to ſeparate themſelves into their proper 
families; which was no ſooner done, but an edict 


was iſſued out, requiring all children © to repair to 


« their 
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« their true and natural fathers.” This put a great 
part of the aſſembly in motion; for as the mirror 
was moved over them, it inſpired every one with 
ſuch a natural inſtin&, as directed them to their 
real parents, It was a very melancholy ſpectacle to 
ſee the fathers of very large families become child- 
leſs, and bachelors undone by a charge of ſons and 
daughters. You might ſee a preſumptive heir of 
a great eſtate aſk bleſſing of his coachman, and a 
celebrated toaſt paying her duty to a valet de cham- 
bre. Many, under vows of celibacy, appeared ſur- 
rounded with a numerous iſſue. This change of 
parentage would have cauſed great lamentation, but 
that the calamity was pretty common ; aud that ge- 
nerally thoſe who loſt their children, had the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing. them put into the hands of their 
deareſt friends. Men were no ſooner ſetiled in-their 
light to their poſſeſſions and their progeny, but 
there was a third order proclaimed, © That all the” 

ds poſts of dignity and honour in the univerſe 
* ſhould be conferred on perſons of the greateſt 
merit, abilities, and perfection.“ The handſome, 
the ſtrong, and the wealthy, immediately preſſed 
forward; but not being able to bear the ſplendor of 
the mirror, which played upon their faces, they 
immediately fell back among the croud : but as the 
goddeſs tried the multitude by her glaſs, as the eagle 
does its young ones by the luſtre of the ſun, it was 
remarkable, that every one turned away his face 
from it who had not ditinguihed bimſelt either by 
virtue, knowledge, or capacity in buſineſs, either 
military or civil. This ſcle&t aſſembly was draun 
up in the center of a prodigious multitude, which: 
was dittuſed on all fides, and ſtood obſerving them, 
as idle people uſed to gather about a regiment that 
were exerciling their arms. They were drawn up 
in three bodies: In the firſt were the men of virtue; 
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in the ſccond, men of knowledge ; and in the third, 
the men of buſineſs. It was impoſſible to look at the 
firſt column without a ſecret veneration, their aſpects 
were ſo ſwectened with humanity, raiſed with con- 
templation, emboldened with reſolution, and adorn- 
ed with the moſt agreeable airs, which are thoſe 
that proceed from ſecret habits of virtue. I could 
not -but take notice, that there were many faces 
among them which were unknown, not only to the 
multitude, but even to ſeveral of their own body. 
In the ſecond column, conſiſting of the men of 
knowledge, there had been great diſputes before 
they fell into the ranks, which they did not do at laſt, 
without the poſitive command of the goddeſs who 


preſided over the aſſembly. She had ſo ordered it, 


that men of the greateſt genius aud ſtrongeſt ſenſe 
were placed at the head of the column : behind 
theſe, were ſuch as had formed their minds very 
much on the thoughts and writings of others. In 
the rear of the column were men who had more wit 
than ſenſe, or more learning than underſtanding. 
All living authors of any value were ranged in one 
of theſe claſſes; but I muſt confeſs, I was very much 
ſurprized to ſee a great body of editors, critics, com- 
mentators, and grammarians, meet with ſo very ill 
a reception. 'They had formed themſelves into a 
body, and with a great deal of arrogance demanded 
the firſt ſtation in the column of knowledge ; but 
the goddeſs, inſtead of complying with their requeſt, 
clapped- them all into liveries, and bid them know 
themſelves for no other but the lacquies of the 
learned. 

The third column were men of buſineſs, and con- 
filling of perſons in military and civil capacities. 
The former marched out from the reft, and placed 
themſelves in the front; at which the others ſhook 

their heads at them, but did not think fit to diſpute 
| . the 
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the poſt with them. I could not but make ſeveral 
obſervations upon this laſt column of people; but J 
have certain private reaſons why I do not think fit 
to communicate them to the public. In order to 
fill up the poſts of honour, dignity, and profit, 
there was a draught made out of each column of 
men, who were maſters of all three qualifications in 
ſome degree, and were preferred to ſtations of the 
firſt rank. The ſecond draught was made out of 
ſuch as were poſſeſſed of any two of the qualifica- 
tions, who were diſpoſed off ia ſtations of a fecond 
dignity. Thoſe who were left, and were endowed 
only with one of them, had their ſuitable poſts. 
The male world were diſmiſſed by the goddeſs of 
' Juſtice, and diſappeared, when on a ſudden the 
whole plain was covered with women. So charming 
a multitude filled my heart with unſpeakable plea- 
ſure; and as the celeſtial light of the mirror ſhone 
upon their faces, ſeveral ot them ſeemed rather per- 
ſons that deſcended in the train of the goddeſs, than 
ſuch who were brought before her to their trial. 
The clack of tongues, and confuſion of voices, 
in this new aſſembly, were ſo very great, that the 
goddeſs was forced to command ſilence ſeveral times, 
and with ſome ſeverity, before ſhe could make them 
attentive to her edifts. They were all ſenſible, tha 
the moſt important affair among woman-kind was 
to be ſettled, which every one knows to be the poĩat 
of place. This had raiſed innumerable diſputes 
among them, and put the whole ſex in a tumult. 
Every one produced her claim, and pleaded her pre- 
tenſions. Birth, beauty, wit, or wealth, were 
words that rung in my ears from all parts of the 


plain. Some boaſted of the merit of their huſ- 


bands; others of their own power in governing 
them. Some pleaded their unſpotted virginity ; 
others their numerous iſſue, Some valued them- 
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ſelves as they were the mothers, and others as they 
were the daughters, of conſiderable perſons. There 
was not a ſingle accompliſhment unmentioned, or 
unpractiſed. The whole congregation was full of 
ſinging, dancing, toſſing, ogling, ſqueaking, ſmiling, 
ſighing, fanning, frowning, and all thoſe irreſiſtible 
arts which women put in practice, to captivate the 
hearts of the reaſonable creatures. The goddeſs, 
to end this diſpute, cauſed it to be proclaimed, that 
every one ſhould take place according as ſhe was 
more or leſs beautiful, This declaration gave great 
ſatisfaction to the whole aſſembly, which immedi- 
ately bridled up, and appeared in all its beauties, 
Such as believed themſelves graceful in the motion, 


found an occaſion of falling back, advancing for- 


ward, or making a falſe ſtep, that they might ſhew 
their perſons in the moſt becoming air. Such as 
had fine necks and boſoms, were wonderfully curi- 
ous to look over the heads of the multitude, and 
obſerve the moſt diſtant parts of the aſſembly, Se- 
veral clapped their hands on their foreheads, as 
helping their ſight to look upon the glories that ſur- 
rouuded the goddeſs, but in reality to ſhew fine 
hands and arms, The ladies were yct better pleaſed, 
when they heard, that in the deciſion of this great 
controverſy, each of them ſhould be her own judge, 
and take her place according to her own opinion of 
herſelf, when ſhe conſulted her looking-glaſs. 

The goddeſs then let down the mirror of Truth 
ina golden chain, which appeared larger in propor- 
tion as it deſcended and approached nearer to the 
eyes of the beholders. It was the particular pro- 

perty of this looking-glaſs to baniſh all falſe appear- 
ances, and ſhew people what they are. The whole 
woman was repreſented, without regard to the uſual 
external features, which were made entirely con- 
tormable to their real characters. In ſhort, _ 

N mo 
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moſt accompliſhed, taking in the whole cirele of 
female perfections, were the moſt beautiful; and 
the molt defectire, the moſt deformed. The god- 
deſs ſo varied the motion of the glaſs, and placed it 
in ſo many different lights, that each- had an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing herſelf in it. 

It is impoſlible to deſeribe the rage, the pleaſure, 
or aſtoniſhment, that appeared in each face upon its 
repreſentation in the mirror ; multitudes ſtarted at 
their own form, and would have broke the glaſs if 
they could have reached it. Many ſaw their blooming 
features wither as they looked upon them, and their 
{elf admiration turned into a loathing and abhor- 
rence. .. The lady who was thought ſo agreeable in 
her anger, and was ſo often celebrated for a woman 


of fire and ſpirit, was frighted at her own image, 


and fancied ſhe ſaw a fury in the glaſs. The inter- 
eſted miſtreſs beheld a Harpy, and the ſubtle jilt a 
Sphinx. I was very much troubled in my own heart, 
to fee ſuch a deſtruction of fine faces; but at the 
ſame time had the pleaſure of ſeeing ſeveral im- 
proved, which I had betore looked upon as the 
greateſt maſter-pieces of Nature. I obſerved, that 
ſome few were ſo humble as to be ſurprized at their 


own charms, and that many a one, who had lived 


in the retirement and ſeverity of a Veſtal, ſhined 
forth in all the graces and attractions of a Siren, I 
was raviſhed at the fight of a particular image in 
in the mirror, which I think the moſt beautiful ob- 
ject that my eyes ever beheld. There was ſome- 


thing more than human in her countenance : her 


eyes were fo full of light, that they ſeemed to beau- 

tify every thing they looked upon. Her face was 

enlivened with ſuch a florid bloom, as did not fo 

properly ſeem the mark of health, as of immorta- 

lity. Her ſhape, her ſtature, and her mien, —— 
u 


| 
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ſuch as diſtinguiſhed her, even there, where the whole 
fair ſex was alfembled. 

I was impatient to ſee the lady repreſented by ſo 
divine an image, whom I found to be the perſon 
that ſtood at my right hand, and in the ſame point 
of view with myfelf. This was a little old woman, 
who in her prime had been about five feet high, 
though at preſent ſhrunk to about three quarters of 
that meaſure : her natural aſpect was puckered up 
with wrinkles, and her head covered with grey hairs. 
I had obſerved all along an innocent chearfulneſs in 
her face, which was now heightened into rapture, 
as ſhe beheld herſelf in the glaſs. It was an odd 
circumſtance in my dream, but I cannot torbear re- 
lating it, I conceived ſo great an inclination towards 


her, that I had thoughts of diſcourſing her upoa 


the point of marriage, when on a ſudden ſhe was 
carried from me; for the word was now given, that 

all who were pleaſed with their own images, ſhould 
ſeparate, and place themſelves at the head of their 


. ; 


This detachment was afterwards divided into 
three bodies, conſiſting of maids, wives, and wi- 
dows; the wives being placed in the middle with 
the maids on the right, and widows on the left, 
though it was with difficulty that theſe two laſt bo- 
dies were hindred from falling into the centre. This 
ſeparation of thoſe who liked their real ſelves, not 
having leſſened the number of the main body ſo con- 
ſiderably as it might have been wiſhed, the goddeſs, 
after having drawn up her mirror, thought fit to 
make new diſtinftions among thoſe who''did not 
like the figure which they ſaw in it. She made 
ſeveral wholeſome edits, which are ſlipt out of my 
mind ; but there were two which dwelt upon me, 
as being very extraordinary in their kind, and 


executed with great ſeverity, Their deſign was, 
| to 
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to make an example of two extremes in the female 
world; of thoſe who are very ſevere on the conduct 
of others, and of thoſe who are very regardleſs of 
their own. The firſt ſentence therefore the god- 
deſs pronounced, was, that all females addicted to 
cenſoriouſneſs and detraction, ſhould loſe the uſe of 
ſpeech; a puniſhment which would be the moſt 
grievous to the offender, and, what ſhould be the 
end of all puniſhments, effectual for rooting out the 
crime. Upon this edit, which was as ſoon exe- 
cuted as publiſhed, the noiſe of this aſſembly very 
conſiderably abated. It was a melancholy ſpectacle, 
to ſee ſo many who had the reputation of rigid 
virtue ſtruck dumb. A lady who ſtood by me, and 
ſaw my concern, told me, ſhe wondered how 1 could 
be concerned for ſuch a pack of — I found by the 


ſhaking of her head, ſhe was going to give me their 


characters, but by her ſaying no more, I perceived 
ſhe had- loſt the command of her tongue. This 
- calamity fell very heavy upon that part of women 
who are diſtinguiſhed by the name of prudes, a 
courtly word for female hypocrites, who have a 
| ſhort way to being virtuous, by ſhewing that others 
are vicious. The ſecond ſentence was then pro- 
nounced againſt the looſe part of the ſex, that all 
ſhould immediately be pregnant, who in any part of 
their lives had ran the hazard of it. This produced 
a very goodly appearance, and revealed ſo many 
miſconducts, that made thoſe who were lately ſtruck 
dumb, repine more than ever at their want of ut- 
terance; though at the ſame time, as affliftions ſel- 
dom come ſingle, many of the mutes were alſo ſeized 
with this new calamity. The ladies were now in 
ſuch a condition, that they would have wanted 
room, had not the, plaia been large enough to 
let them divide their ground, and extend their lines 
on all ſides, It was a ſenſible affliction to me, to 


ſee 


- 
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| ſee ſuch a multitude of fair ones, either dumb or 
big-bellied : but I was 2 more at eaſe, when 
ound that they agreed upon ſeveral regulations to 
cover ſuch misfortunes. Among others, that it 
ſhould be an'eſtabliſhed maxim in all nations, that 
a woman's firſt child might come into the world 
within ſix months after her acquaintance with her 
huſband ; and that grief might retard the birth of 
her laſt until fourteen months after his deceaſe. 
This viſion laſted until my uſual hour of waking, 
which I did with ſomeſurprize, to find myſelf alone, 
after having been engaged almoſt a whole night in 
ſo prodigious a multitude, I could not but reflect 
with wonder, at the partiality and extravagance of my 
viſion ; which, according to my thoughts, has not 
done juſtice to the ſex. If virtue in men is more 
venerable, it is in women more lovely; which Milton 
has very finely expreſſed in his Paradiſe Loſt, where 
Adam, ſpeaking of Eve, after having aſſerted his 
own pre-eminence, as being firſt in creation and 
internal faculties, breaks out ia the, following 
rapture : 1 


et when I approach of 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems, 
And in herſelf compleat, ſo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do, or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt. 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcountenanc'd, and like folly ſhe ws. 
Authority and reaſon on her wait, 
As one intended firſt, not after made 
- Occaſionally : and, to conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of mind, and nobleneſs, their ſeat 
Build in her lovelicſt, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic plac'd. : 
| ALL E- 
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ALLEGORY XXIX. 


ITHURFELs SPEAR. 


* 


In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas | 
Corporg.— = —— O vip, 


Of bodies chang'd to various forms I ſing. DRY DEN. 


T Was muſing myſelf with that beautifol paſſage 
in which the poet repreſents Eve ſleeping by 
Adam's ſide, with the Devil ſitting at her ear, and 
inſpiring evil thoughts, under the ſhape of a toad, 

Ithuriel, one of the guardian angels of the place, 
taking his nightly rounds, ſaw the great enemy of 
mankind hid in this loathſom animal, which he 
touched with his ſpear. This ſpear being of a ce- 
leſtial temper, had ſuch a ſecret virtue ia it, that 
whatever it was applied to, immediately flung off all 
diſguiſe, and appeared in its natural figure. I am 
afraid the reader will not pardon me, if I content 
myſelf with explaining the paſſage in proſe, with» 
out giving it in the author's own inimitable words. 


On he led his rodent files, 
 Dazling the morn : theſe to the bower direct, 
In ſearch of whom they ſought. Him there they 
found, 
Squat like a toad, cloſe at the ear of Eve; 
Eſſaying by his deviliſh art to reach — 
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The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
IIluſions as he liſts, phantaſms and dreams; 
Or. if, inſpiring venom, he might taint 
The animal ſpirits, (that from pure blood ariſe 
Like gentle breaths trom rivers pure) thence raiſe 
At leaſt diſtemper'd, diſcontented thoughts, 
Vein hopes, vain aims, inordinate deſires, 
Blown up with high conceits, ingendring pride. 
Him, thus intent, Ithuricl with his ſpear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falſehood can endure 
Touch of celeſtial temper, but returns 
Of force to his own-likneſs. Up he ſtarts | 
Diſcover'd and ſurpriz d. As when a ſpark 
Eights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 
Fit for the tun, ſome magazine to ſtore | 
Againſt a rumour'd war, the ſmutty grain, 
With ſudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the air; 
So ſtarted up in his own ſhape the fiend. 


I could not ſorbear thinking. how happy a man 
would be in the poſſeſſion: of this ſpear ; or what 
an advantage it would be to a miniſter of ſtate, 
were he maſter of ſuch a white ſtaff. It would 
help him to diſcover his friends from his enemies, 
men of abilities from pretenders: it would hinder 
him from being impoſed upon by appearances and 
' profeſſions ; and might be made uſe of as a kind of 
ſtate - teſt, which no artifice could elude. 
Theſe thoughts made very lively impreſſions on 
my imagination, which were improved, inſtead of 
being defaced, by ſleep, and produced in me the 
following dream: I was no ſooner fallen aſleep, but 
metloughr; the angel Ithuriel appeared to me, and, 
with a ſmile that ſtill added to his celeſtial beauty, 
made me a preſent of the ſpeir which he held in 
his hand; and diſappeared. To make trials of it, 
I went iato a place of public reſort. _ 
| "he 
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The firſt perſon that paſſed by me, was a lady 
that had a particular ſhyneſs in the caſt of her eye, 
and a more than ordinary reſervedneſs in all the parts 
of her behaviour. She ſeemed to look upon man 
as an obſcene creature, with a certain ſcorn and fear 
of him. In the height of her airs I touched her 
gently with my wand, when, to my unſpeakable 
ſurpriſe, ſhe fell upon her back, and kicked up her 
heels in ſuch a manner, as made me bluſh-in my 
lleep. As I was haſting away from this undifguiſed 
prude, I ſaw a lady in earneſt diſcourſe with another, 
and over-heard her ſay, with ſome vehemence, never 
tell me of him, for I am reſolved to die a virgin! 
I had a curioſity to try her; but as ſoon as 1 laid my 
wand upon her head, ſhe immediatly fell in labour. 
My eyes were diverted from her by a man and his 
wife, who walked near me hand in hand after a 
very loving manner. I gave each of them a gentle 
tap, and the next inſtant ſaw the woman in breeches, 
and the man with a fan in his hand. Ir would be 
tedious to deſcribe the long ſeries ot metamorphoſes 
that I entertained myſelf with in my night's adven- 
ture, of whigs diſguiſed in tories, and tories in 
whigs; men in red coats that denounced terror in 
their countenances, trembling. at the touch of my 
ſpear ; others in black with peace in their mouths, 
but ſwords in their hands. I could tell ſtories of 
noblemen changed into uſurers, and magiſtrates into 
beadles; of Free-thinkers into penitents, and re- 
formers into whore-maſters. I muſt not, however, 
omit the mention of a grave citizen who paſſed by 
me with a huge claſped bible under his arm, and a 
band of a moſt immoderate breadth; but upon a 
touch on the ſhoulder, he let drop his book, and 
fell a picking my pocket. | 

In the general I obſerved, that thoſe who appear- 
ed good, often diſappointed my expectations 2 

at, 
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that, on the contrary, thoſe who appeared very bad, t 
ſtill grew worfe upon the experiment; as the toad I 
in Milton, which one would have thought the moſt i 
deformed part of the creation, at Ithuriel's ſtroke, | 
became more deformed, and ſtarted up into a | 
devil. | 

Among all. the perſons that I touched, there was 
but one who ſtood the teſt of my wand; and after 
many repetitions of the ſtroke, ſtuck to his form, 
and remained ſteady. and fixed in his firſt appearance, 
This was a young man who had boaſted of foul 
diſtempers, wild debauches, inſults upon holy men, 
and affronts to religion. | 

My heart was extremly troubled at this viſion; 
The contemplation of the whole ſpecies, ſo intirely 
funk in corruption, filled my mind with a melan- 
choly that is inexpreſlible, and my diſcoveries ſtill 
added to my affliction. | 

In the midſt of theſe ſorrows which I had in my 
heart, methought there paſſed by me \a couple of 
coaches with purple liveries, There ſat, in each of 
them a perſon with a very venerable aſpect. At the 
appearance of them, the people who were gathered 
round in- great multitudes divided into parties, as 
they were diſpoſed to favour either of thoſe reverend 
perſons : the enemies of one of them begged me to 
touch him with my wand, and aſſured me, I ſhould 
ſee his lawn turned into a cloke, The oppoſite 
party told me with as much aſſurance, that if I laid 
my wand upon the other, I ſhould ſee his garments 
- embroidered} with flower-de-laces, and his head 
covered with a Cardinal's hat. I made the experi- 
ment, and to my great joy, ſaw them both without 
any change, diſtributing their bleſſings to the people, 
and praying for thoſe who reviled them. Is it poſſible, 
thought I, that good men, ſo few in number, ſhould 

be divided amongſt themſelves, and give better quar- 

| ter; 
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ter to the vicious that are in their party, than the 
moſt ſtrictly virtuous who are out of it? Are the 
ties of faction above thoſe of religion ?—I was go- 
jog on in my ſoliloquies, but ſome ſudden accident 
awakened me, when I found my hand graſped, ' but 
my ſpear gone, The reflection on ſo very odd a 
dream, made me figure to myſelf, what a ſtrange 
face the world would bear, ſhould all mankind ap- 
pear in their proper ſhapes and characters, without 
hypocriſy and diſguiſe ? I am afraid the earth we 
live upon would appear to other intellectual beings, 
no better than a planet peopled with monſters. 
This ſhould, methinks, inſpire me with an honeſt 
ambition of recommending ourſelves to thoſe invi- 
ſible ſpies, and of being what we would appear. 
There was one circumſtance in my foregoing dream, 
which I at firſt intended to conceal : but upon ſe- 
.cond thought, I cannot look upon myſelf as à can- 
did and impartial hiſtorian, if Ido not acquaint my 
reader; that upon taking Ithuriel's Spear into my 
hand, though I was before an old decrepid fellow, 
I appeared a very handſome, jolly, black man. But 
I know my enemies will ſay this is praiſing my own 
8 for which reaſon 1 will ſpeak no more 
Ot it. | 


ALL E- 
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4 L LE GOR XXX. 


Tun TEMPLE or NATURE and FORT UNE, 


AVING a few nights ago ſpent the evening 


in ſome company, where our diſcourſe turned 
on the uncertain, unſuitable, and ſeemingly unjuſt diſ- 


tribution of the gifts of Fortune, obſervable among 
mankind ; when I came home and went to hed, 1 
fell preſently afleep; and as our waking thoughts 
often influence the ideas we have when ſleeping, 
methought I found myſelf at the porch of what I 
imagined to be a large temple; my curioſity led me 
into it; and I was ſoon convinced it was really two 
different temples, the one beyond the other, and 
only ſeperated by a large and long paſſage. At the 
upper end of the firſt temple, on a low throne 
was ſeated a woman almoſt naked, but very grace- 
ful, of a mild and humane aſpect, and whom, had 
ſhe not had her name written on her breaſt, I ſhould 
immediately known to be Nature. To her a vaſt 
crowd of people, wherewith the place was filled, 
and who were puſhing forward to get into the ſecond 


temple, firſt of all made their application, on whom 


ſhe ſeemed to diſpenſe her favours pretty equally, 
giving to every one ſome particular talent, but at 
the ſame time joining ſome fingular vice of folly 
thereto,. by which means the generality of people 

3 were 
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were rendered nearly on an equality by her ; after 
which they were delivered up to the care of a beautiful 
woman, who ſtood at her right-hand, and on whoſe 
forehead were written the words Good Education, 
She, like a kind and tender mother, gave them jnſtruc- 
tions from time to time, how to make the beſt .uſe of 
the good qualities beſtowed on them by Nature, .con- 
ducted them through the paſſage, which was called 
Childhood, and then left them at liberty to make 
uſe or not, of her rules as they thought fit. At 
Nature's left-hand ftood another woman of a pale 
hagged countenance, whoſe conftitution ſeemed worn 
out by depraved appetites and vicious indulgencies : 
ſhe was however dreſt very gaily, and by her inſinu- 
ating wiles, and pretended kindneſſes, drew many 
aſide. Her name was Bad Education. She, con- 
trary to the former in every thing, ſuggeſted to them 
continually the many pleaſures and advantages they 
might reap ſrom the exerciſe of every one of their 
natural vices, and endeavoured to ſtifle in them the 
very remembrance of the virtues beſtowed on them 
at the ſame time by nature. 

I went through this paſſage along with the reſt 
of the company, and was brought by it into the 
ſecond temple, which was that of Fortune; at the 
farther end of which, at a very great height above 
the ground, the goddeſs was ſeated, blindfold, and 
having near her a machine reſembling a lottery- wheel, 
which ſhe was continually turning round, and out 
of which ſhe drew preferments, riches, and honours, 
which ſhe gave away promiſcuouſly, as the crowd 
could come to receive them. The apparent way to 
her ſeat was a very · broad, but ſteep and flippery 
aſcent, which was called Merit. Many aeople la- 
boured to get up this way, but often — 1 and 
were diſappointed. But what I was much ſurprized 
at, was to ſce ſeveral at the top, and receiving the 


gifts 
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gifts which Fortune drew from her wheel, whom 1 
had not obſerved to paſs up this hill; this myſtery 
however was explained, when, on caſting my eyes 
' downward, I perceived three little wickets at the 
bottom of the ſlope, over which was inſcribed 
'Good-Luck, Intereſt, and Bribery. Through theſe 
many people paſſed, and was carried up by private 
Nairs, that went winding underneath the hill. The two 
laſt were much more crowded than the firſt, through 
which thoſe that did paſs, ſeemed to hurry along 
without knowing whither they were going; and ap- 
peared ſurprized when they found themſelves the 
favourite of Fortune, contrary to all probability, 
and by the ſame means that proved the ruin of others. 
But it was pleaſing enough, after remarking the 
ſeveral courſes taken by different people, to obſerve 
the impropriety of the benefits beſtowed on them; 
for although many produced the gifts they had been 
endowed with by Nature, as a recommendation to 
entitle them to thoſe of Fortune, very little regard 
ſeemed to be had to them, . Thoſe favours, which 
were gained by the way of Good-Luck, were ſome 
properly and others improperly diſpoſed of. Thoſe 
come at through the wicket of Intereſt, were moſt 
of them ridiculouſly beſtowed. By paſſing through 
this way, cowards became admirals or generals of ar- 
mies; the nephew of a noble lord, who had idly run 
out hisown eſtate, was-placed at the head of an office, 
where he became intruſted with the management of 
the public money ; the brother of another who had 
ſpent part of his life in all kinds of vice and de- 
bauchery, entered into holy orders, had a rich bene- 
Fice beſtowed upon him, and ſet himſelf up for a 
reformer of manners. In ſhort, I obſerved, that 
"whoever could get through this lucky paſſage, 
might be judge, biſhop, ſecretary of ſtate, _ 


YOUNG LADIES. 247 


ſador, or almoſt what he pleaſed, with any other 
qualification, | 

But the moſt ſuitable, as well. as moft dangerous 
to mankind, were the,preferments beſtowed on thoſe 
who came through the Briber's wicket, which ſtood 
always open, and led to a very dark and dirty paſ- 
ſage, when the crowds that entered ſhuffled on 


through thick and thin, giving money with one 


hand and receiving it with the other, till they got 


up to the throne of Fortune, I obſerved ſome. 


great- men, who had formerly been very eloquent 
in praiſe of cleanlineſs, . whoſe hands and faces were 


ſo bemired, and in ſo ſtinking a condition with 
ſcrambling through this filthy way, that I believe. 


not all the water in the ocean can ever waſh them 
clean again. Yet with all this naſtineſs about them, 
they were preferred by Fortune to the higheſt dig- 
nities in church and ſtate. It was however obſerva- 
ble, that when ſome had received any conſiderable 
gifis of Fortune, by what means ſoever they were 


obtained, a crowd of others were conſtantly follow- 


ing, ſometimes fawning on them, and at other times 
joltling them, with an intention to rob them of 
what they had got ; which, if all other means fail- 
ed, they would commonly effect by placing ſtum- 
bling-blocks in their way, which could not be avoid- 
ed without the utmoſt care and prudence; inſomuch 
that prime-miniſters, generals of armies, and favou- 
Tites of princes, had their heels tripped up, and were 
tumbled down the ſteep aſcents by theſe people, not 
without great danger of their necks. But the moſt 
provoking ſight was to behold fome, who, after 
much pains, being arrived very near the ſummit by 
the road of Merit, and juſt on the point of receiv- 
ing the reward due to their virtue and aſſiduity, 


were at laſt diſappointed, by having it ſnatched from 
L them 
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them by ſome worthleſs upſtarts, who had pot 
thither before them by one of the more eaſy but 
leſs honourable ways, Some indeed, did ſucceed in 
their attempts that way, and made glorious figures, 
and became patterns of true worth in thoſe poſts 
they ſo well deſerved, and had fo juſtly obtained. 
But theſe examples were too rare to encourage my 
weak deſerts to attempt that road. I therefore de- 
termined to endeavour at the wicket of Good-Luck, 
where I happily ſucceeded, and being got to the top, 
had, methought, a very conſiderable preferment con- 
ferred on me by the blind goddeſs ; but turning ſud- 
denly back, one of thoſe who were coming up 
through the Intereſt paſſage, buſtling to get at the 
next favour which Fortune preſented, in his haſte 
ve me ſo violent a puſh as tumbled me down ſtairs, 
the force of which fall awakened me. When baf- 
fied of all my high-flown hopes, I found myſeF ſtill 
lying'on my own ſtuff-damaſk bed, in a two-pair of 
ſtairs room. Sic TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI. 


ASLE- 
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ALLEGORY XXX. 
RICHES AN U˖ YOUTH. 


LUTUS, the god of Riches, had long been in 
P poſſeſſion of the Fortunate Iſlands. Whea the 
ſovereign of the ſkies made uſe of this earthly divi- 
nity to accompliſh his defires on the daughter of. 
Acriſius, the attempt ſucceeded, and Jupiter had. 
gratitude; nor was he long deliberating in what 
manner to expreſs it. Plutus only wanted a com- 
panion to make his happineſs complete; and who 
ſo proper to complete the happineſs of the god of 
Riches, as Hebe, the goddeſs of Youth ? On her 
therefore the thanderer laid his commands, which 
were eaſily ſubmitted to, and with her cancelled 
his obligations. | 

She ſet out from heaven, as goddeſſes uſually do, 
with the Hours and Graces attending her : the Ze- 
phyrs fluttered round, and even her future habita- 
tion, as ſhe approached it, grew, if poſſible, more 
beautiful. It would be fooliſh as well as needleſs 
to attempt a deſcription of the Happy Iſlands; I 
ſhall only mention one thing which no one elſe has 
taken notice of, and which is, that a branch of 
Lethe divides one of the faireſt ſpots in the faireſt 
iſland ; fo fair a ſpot, that a poet would ſay the river 
might eaſily miſtake it for its native Elyſium, Tis 
77 2 to 
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to the banks of this ſtream that the votaries of 
Plutus and his mother Fortune reſort, and 'tis from 
- hence that they quaff oblivion, not only of their old 
friends, but their old virtues too.—But to avoid 
prolixity, on the ſide of this river roſe the palace of 
Plutus, in one of the avenues to which Hebe was 
now alighted. The god received her with the ten- 
derneſs of a lover, and the whole region reſounded 
with acclamations of applanſe. Hymen performed 
his office, Plenty preſided o'er the nuptial feaſt, and 
.Comus furniſhed out the auxiliary entertainments, 
*Minerva was not among the number of divinities 
that attended the ceremony ; but that Venus was 
there, the ſequel will ſufficiently diſcover. For 
the tenth month had ſcarcely appeared, when Hebe 
invoked the aid of Lucina, and brought into the 
world one of the faireſt female infants it had ever 
yet beheld. Methe, the daughter of Bacchus without 
a mother, received it in her lap; high-ſwoln Luxury 
was ready with her breaſt ;' and Sloth with folded 
arms preſided o'er the cradle; Ignorance, who as 
well as Liberty, is a mountain nymph, often ſuatch- 
ed it to her boſom, and bore it loudly laughing to 
the enraptured parents ; Self-Conceit was extremely 
buſy in adorning the young goddeſs ; and the orna- 
ments ſhe chiefly made uſe of were ſuch flowers, 
ſhells, and ſhining pebbles, as were brought to her 
by the hands of Flattery. Some ſay the Muſes were 
there, but it is certain the Fates were, and almoſt as 
officious as lady Fortune herſelf. 

Under ſuch nurſes as theſe was Folly, for that 
was the name of the child, firſt educated ; and under 
theſe advantages ſhe grew almoſt as fat as Fame in 
Virgil. The fondneſs of her parents increaſed with 
her improvements, and ſo great an aſcendant had 
ſhe over them, that ſcarce any one was intitled 


to their favour, but what came recommended by 
| her. 
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her. Though it muſt be owned ſome few, and 
thoſe but few indeed, have been very well acquaint- 
ed with both of them, without being the leaſt in- 
debted to her interceſſions. But theſe were always 
looked upon as prodigies, and rather ſtared at than 
imitated. | 

It would be endleſs to run over the long ſeries of 
Folly's advancement ; her ambition was boundleſs, 
and her parents willing to gratify her in every thing. 
It will be ſufficient therefore to cloſe all with telling 
you, that they at laſt gave up into her hands the 
very reins of government, and have ever ſince been 

roud of being eſteemed not only the firſt authors 


of her birth, but the firſt ſubjects in her empire. 


— 
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 ALLEGORY XXXI. 


THE DISFERENCE BETWIXT FANCY anD 


CONCEITS M wriTixG. 
9 


H OW unlike to each other are the works of 
Fancy and Conceits! yet how often are the 
tter miſtaken for the former, nay preferred to them, 
and the unnatural conceptions of a crude writer 
more applauded, than the moſt formed and beautiful 
productions of a fine imaginatien ! A falſe turn in 
Martial has frequently given more pleaſure, than the 
moſt delicate ſentiment in Virgil; for the readers 
are numerous, who dwell with admiration upon a 
quaint paſſage, but ſupinely paſs over the fineſt ſtrokes 
in an author. Theſe reflections ſet me amuſing up- 
on the difference between Fancy and Conceits, till, 
weary of my philoſophy, I fell aſleep, and was en- 
tertained with the following dream. 

Methought I was upon a ridge of mountains, 
which, ſtretching from eaſt to weſt, feparated two 
large countries, ſo as to ſhadow the northern parts 
from every gleam of ſun, whilſt the fouthern fields 
enjoyed a perpetual bloom. The one country I found 
was called the regions of Invention, the other the 
kingdom-'of Bathos. Deſirous of getting a full view, 
I made towards the ſummit of a mountain, which, 
from its eminence, ſeemed to command a proſpect 
all around. The kingdom of Bathos was greatly 

| obſcured 
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obſcured by the thick and heavy miſts, which con- 
tinually hung over it; but all to the ſouth the air 
was perfectly ſerene. 

With a good deal of labour I gained the top, and 
whilſt I amuſed myſelf in gazing about, I was accoſt- 
ed by the Genius of Criticiſm, who in his hand held 
the mirror of Truth. You have been at great pains, 
ſaid he, to climb the mountain; but know, in ad- 
venturing to touch this ground, ſacred to Criticiſm, 
your taſte not yet improved, nor your imagination 
prepared by the charms of the hills of Fancy, you will 
neither have a reliſh exquiſite enough for the beau- 
ties you are to ſee, nor judge of the blemiſhes with 
ſufficient candour. 

Upon ſaying this, he bid me caſt my eyes to where 
the ſummits of ſeveral ſmall mountains cluſtered toge - 
ther, Imagination could not paint a more agreeable 
variety, than appeared on the fide which lay to the 
regions of Invention, and which the Genius inform- 
ed me, were the hills he juſt mentioned. But all 
along the adverſe fide, towards the kingdom of 
Bathos, I perceived a gaudy glittering, that rather 
dazzled than pleaſed the eye. This glittering, he 
told me, came from the Mount of Conccits, and was 
intirely the effect of a prepoſterous art, which not- 
withſtanding it had nothing of the ſereneſs or warmth 
of reflected beams, was by the inhabitants of Bathos 
miſtaken for the ſun's reflection from the mountain 
top. 
Saying this, he bid:me follow him. Scarcely had 
I approached the hills, when I was raviſhed by the 
melodious, though wild notes of birds, by gentle 
breezes, rich in perfumes, and by the beautiful con- 
fuſion of colours reflected from an artleſs, yet natu- 
ral mixture of all kinds of flowers. I had not been 
long here, before I found my ſenſes quicken, and 
my reliſh to beauty become more lively; which the 
L 4 _ Genius 
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Genius perceiving; we may now, ſaid he, return 
back to the Mountain of Criticiſm, for from thence 


we ſhall have the beſt command of what I intend to 


. ſhew you. 

When we had again arrived there, obſerve, ſaid 
he, yonder vaſt cavern, which penetrates into the 
very centre of the earth. Turning my eyes to 

it, I was ſurprized by the appearance of a woman, 

who continually ſhifted habits, and round whoſe 
head a thouſand ſtrange creatures hovered, which 
immediately vaniſhing, were ſucceeded by others 
equally ſtrange. The Genius informed me it was No- 
velty, goddeſs of the river that iſſued from the cavern, 
and whoſe ſtreams were fraught with innumerable 
beauties, moſt of them indeed the fruitleſs efforts of 
Nature towards a more perfect formation. | 

The river, continued he, you ſee immediately 
divides irfelf, and one branch bears its courſe down 
the Mount of Conceits, the other to the Hills of 
Fancy. But before it arrives at the hills, .it dips in- 
to the earth, and leaving upon its borders every thing 
that is monſtrous and unformed, mixes with the na- 
tural ſprings of the place, and ariſing again among 
the hills, bears their name. Ranging along the 
banks you may behold Fancy 2 of a much 
more pleaſing aſpect than Novelty. Her dreſs is ne- 
gligently agreeable, and though fond of newneſs 
and varieties, ſhe ſhews a delicacy in her choice. 
Obſerve how buſy ſhe is in pointing out to her vo- 
taries the flowers, which either blend moſt agree- 
ably, from an harmony in their colours, or by an 
apt oppoſition ſer off each other. After ſhe has 
fully inſtructed them in the beauties of the place, 
and thus filled their minds with natural images, 
ſhe directs them to betake themſelves to the River 
Fancy, as the only way of getting acceſs to the re- 
gions of Invention, | 

When 
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When the hills are watered, the river you ſee, 
faid he, pours with impetuoſity down the mountain, 
and plowing up its golden ſands, rolls the moft 
beautiful and rich oar along in its torrent. Obſerve 
what vaſt banks are on each ſide to prevent its de- 
luging the country, which notwithſtanding it often 
does. But before it enters the regions of Invention, 
its violence is tempered by mixing with yonder river 
which takes its riſe from the urn of that grave and 
watchful deity Judgment. How ſmooth and deep, 
continued he, pointing to the river, does it flow! 
Its ſtreams are rather gentle than rapid, and ſo ex- 
ceeding clear, that the ſmalleſt object may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed to the very bottom. Two things are 
particularly remarkable, the directneſs of its courſe 
without the leaſt windings, and its being ſubject to 
no overflowing. 

While I was conſidering theſe things, I ſaw mul- 
titudes of people flocking together. I aſked the: 
Genius who they were? They are, faid he, all ad- 
venturers for the regions of Invention, but not all 
equally ſucceſsful, He had ſcarcely ſpoke, when 
ſeveral of them plunged into the river of Fancy. My 
eye purſued them through all its meanders, and I 
was ſo charmed with the wild beauty and richneſs 
of the country it flowed through, that I longed to- 
be an adventurer, but was frighted from the attempt; 
for I ſaw many of them ſink, then riſe, and then 
fink again, and all of them bore away with violence, 
that ſeveral were daſhed to pieces upon glittering: 
rocks, that were ſcattered up and down, and which, 
inftead of ſhunning, they eagerly graſped at. 

The Genius ſaw my ſurprize, and told me, I was: 
rot the ſingle perſon whom the danger had terrified ; 
for few were ſo happy to get ſafely, where Judg- 
ment joins his ſtreams with thoſe of Fancy. You' 
may likewiſe take notice near the foot of the moun- 
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tain, before the joining of the two rivers, that ſe- 
veral little branches go off from Fancy, and vaniſh 
all at once. I quickly turned my eye and obſerved 
numbers ſwam off with thoſe ſtreams ; fome of 
whole faces I perfectly well knew. The Genius 
informed me they emptied themſelves by ſubterra- 
neous paſſages under the mountain into the lake of 
Oblivion ; and that numbers of the adventurers, 
for want of ſtrength to carry them on the rapidity 
of the great rivers, ſtruck off into thoſe by-ſtreams, 
and were all at onee abſorbed. | 

Thoſe few, continued he, who are ſo happy as to 
bear it out, till the two rivers meet, then ſwim 
ſmoothly on to the regions of Invention, where they 
enjoy a particular allotment. As the country it- 
telf is various, ſo is the flowing of the river; nor 
are the ſtreams of Judgment and Faney every where 
equally mixed : where Judgment prevails, there the 
river runs ſmooth, full, and equal; but where Fancy 
bears the largeſt ſhare, it is rapid and ſwelling. 

But it is now time, ſaid the Genius, to view the 
curioſities of the Mount of Conceits. 

The Genius now bid me turn about. Obſerve, 
fays he, yonder obſcure grotto, where the deity of 
Dullneſs lolls drowſy upon an ouzy bed of mud. 
His attendants. ſupply him with large draughts of 
his own river, which borrows its ſtupefying quality 
from the quantities of poppies, of henbane, and 
nightſhade, that grow along its borders. Owls 
and bats, and every diſmal bird of night, continu- 
ally hover over his head; andthe river which creeps 
fluggiſh- from his urn, is fo languid and muddy, 
that it ſeems rather a lake than a. river. 

Juſt at the entrance to the Mount of conceits, a 
branch of Novelty mixes itfelf with theſe muddy 
waters, and forms a third river, which ſpreading: 
through the mount, is called the xiver of _ 
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But let us, continued the Genius, take a nearer pro- 
ſpet. We ſoon arrived at the mount, whoſe regu- 
lar aſcents betrayed a laborious art without taſte. 
You ſee, ſays he, the two rivers have a conſiderable 
effect upon each other; the motion of Dullneſs is 
a little quickened, and what was but merely uncom- 
mon or marvellous in Novelty, is transformed into the 
monſtrous and abſurd. You may now perceive the 
ftreams ſtored with birds, and beaſts, and men, and the 
very nature of the element changed. I was greatly 
ſtruck, and I own ſomewhat entertained, with theſe 
appearances ; which the Genius taking notice of, 
ſaid, I find that the vapours from the ſtreams have 
already affected you, and that you are not aware all 
is mere deluſion from a falſe refraction, occaſioned 
by the mixture of the tworrivers ; for they ever pre- 
ſent through their medium things quite different 
from what they arein nature. Saying this, he bid 
me view them reflected from his mirror, where, to 
my ſurprize, I ſaw nothing but ſhoals of uncommon 
fiſh, 

All theſe, continued he, who have approached 
the grotto of Dullneſs, inſtead of directing their 
courſe to the hills of Fancy, come directly to this 
mount, and having ſtored their imagination with: 
the images they have drawn from hence, plunge into 
the river of Conceits, in expectation of bearing them 
to the regions of Invention. The roughneſs of the 
river helps to deceive them into an opinion of its 
being the river of Fancy; however, this roughneſs 
ariſes neither from its impetuoſity nor ſwelling, but 
from the exceſſive ſhallowneſs of its ſtreams break- 
ing upon a ſtrong bottom. 

Inſtead of a mild and natural verdure, obſerve, 
fays he, how the ground daxzles the eye with glaring 
colours, and is ſpread over with falſe gems, to emu- 
late even at noon - day the glittering drops of dew.. 
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But yonder, in that fantaſtic habit, is the enchan- 
treſs, who prevails over the mount. How ſingle 
and light is her cloathing from the waiſt upwards, 
yet what a load of garments is heaped one above the 
other from the waiſt downwards ! Does ſhe intend 
warmth by them? No, for obſerve how carefully 
that effect is deſtroyed by the vaſt machine which 
keeps them widely extended out on every ſide, and 
forms a cavern for the winds. He was proceeding in 
his deſcription, when I expreſſed my ſurprize, that 
he ſhould mark out, as a fantaſtic dreſs, in which 
1 perceived nothing that was not perfectly agreeable 
to the mode, Very true, replied he ſmiling, there- 
fore let us paſs on to the more material curioſities of 
the place. As we advanced, the enchantreſs ſeemed 
greatly agitated, and haſtily turned aſide her head 
to avoid the glancing of the mirror. 

We had not gone far, before we entered into the 
labyriath of Love. The firſt thing- which catched: 
my eye, was a Cupid breathing hot ſtreams upon the 
wings of Time, to melt the lead which loaded their 
motion. A perſon whoſe face I had ſeen among(t 
the attendants of Fancy, was much taken with the 
ſight, and cried. out in a rapture, | 


How ſlowly time creeps, till my Phoebe return, 
— Whilſt amidft the ſoft zephyrs cool breezes I burn ! 
Methinks if I know whereabouts he would tread, 
I could breath on his wings, and 't would melt 
down the lead. 


He was likewiſe delighted with a parcel of flowers, 
which, upon the appearance of a nymph bloomed 
and looked gay, and bending gently their heads, 
_ courted a place in her boſom, but immediately 

withered upon her retiring. . The lover broke out, 


Ah rivals! I ſee what it was that you dreſt, 
And madeFyousſclves fine for a place in her breaſt ; - 
= You 


) 
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You put on your colours to pleaſure her eye, 
To be pluck'd by her hand, on her boſom to die: 


He ſnatched eagerly a handful of flowers, and 
would have plunged farther into the labyrinths, had: 
not the Genius to whom he was a favourite, glanced 
full in his view the mirror of Truth, the ſight of 
which quickly made bim retire to the hills of 
Fancy. 

As I caſt my eye upon a parcel of roſes and lilies, 
the roſes, a lover informed me, had catched their 
glow from his miſtreſs's bluſh, the lilies their 
whiteneſs from. kiſſing her hand. But on going a. 
little farther, I ſaw another of the attendants of 
Fancy ſtrangely. amuſed with artificial breezes, that 
uttered ſighs reſponſive to thoſe of lovers, and with 
the ſtreams, that in regard to the pain, murmured 
back their plaints. Struck with the Novelty, he: 
took out a pencil and writ. I had curioſity enough: 
to peep. over his ſhoulder, and read the following; 

TG 


With a ſigh to his ſigh did reply; 
And the brooks, in regard to his pain; 


\ The winds which blew over the plain, 
| Ran mournfully muſical by. 


Juſt: going to ſtep forward, I ſuddenly ſtarted 
back from an apprehenſion that the place was all on, 
fire; for I ſaw nothing but flaming hearts and burn- 
ing lovers; in ſhort the whole ſeemed in a blaze. 
However, the Genius encouraged me to venture, by 
aſſuring me, I ſhould feel nothing leſs than heat; 
and indeed I ſoon bruſhed through as. cool as I had: 
entered in. 

Before we quit the labyrinth, obſerve thoſe fakes. 
of ſnow, which, falling upon the boſom of yonder 
nymph, diſſolve into drops. The cnchantzels, ou 

may 


230 ALLEGORIES POR 


may obſerve, beckons to one of her favourites, to 
whom ſhe dictates this ſtanza, and who in raptures 
writes it down: | 


The envious flakes fall down in haſte 
Io prove her breaſt leſs fair; $1 
But griev'd to ſee themſelves ſyrpaſt, 
Diſſolve into a tear. 


Methinks, ſaid I, the verſes have a turn pretty 
enough. Yes, replied the Genius with a ſmile, had 
they any reſemblance to Truth. But may we not 
be allowed to animate by metaphor, allegory, and 
fable, even the lifeleſs creation? and yet what are 
they but mere fictions? You may be allowed, ſaid 
he, but though they are fictions, chey always, when 
aſt, convey truth. Thus metaphor unites in one 
idea the reſemblance between two objects, and is a 
compacted ſimile; allegory is a ſyſtem of metaphors 
forming one complete body ; and fable is an inſtruc- 
tive alluſion. Each therefore, as it prefents to the 
imagination, the real likeneſs between objects, is 
founded in truth. But there ſis neither metaphor, 
allegory, nor fable, in the envy or grief of the 
ſnow; all is a flat falſehood, without any agree- 
able or inſtructive alluſion. Upon ſaying this, I 
thought he gave me the mirror of Truth, by which 
he told me, I might always know whether a ſenti- 
ment were juſt, | 
From thence we proceeded to that part of the 
mount conſecrated to Bombaſt, where I was alarm- 
ed by a noiſe like tlie roaring of an ocean; from 
which I concluded I-was. near ſome vaſt cataract, 
yet ſurprized that I had not heard it before. The 
Genius ſmiled at my miſtake, and aſſured me there 
was nothing like a fall of water near us, but that 
it proceeded from the large empty ſea ſhells, with 
which. the place Was. full. I bluſhed to be ſo miſ- 

1 . taken,; 
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taken, and recollected when I was a boy, I uſed to. 
be very fond of thoſe kind of ſhells, upon account 
of this noiſy phenomenon, | | 

Adjoining were the groves of Panegyric ; where 
1 was aſtoniſhed by the appearance ot ſeveral gi- 
gantic forms. I obſerved numbers buſy in taking 
the dimenſions of one perſon in particular: I 
enquired of the Genius who he was. It is, ſaid 
he, Lewis the XIV. with a fry of French Panegy- 
riſts round him. And yonder ſtalks Alexander, 
there Cæſar, and here Pompey. I always imagined, 
ſaid I, thoſe heroes to be of the ordinary ſtature of 
the reſt of mankind ; how comes it that they are 
here ſo immenſe ? True, replied the Genius, but 
theſe ace the deluſions of the mount; and if you 
look yonder, you will perceive, it is by means of a 
magic lanthorn, that the figures are thrown of ſo 
marvellous a ſize. 

I was inquiring farther into the curioſities of the- 
place, when I obſerved numbers had thrown them- 
ſelves into the river of Conceits, in the ſame manner. 
as others had done into the river of Fancy, I fol- 
lowed: the courſe of the river, to fee where it car- 
ried them, and perceived they were exceſſively bruiſed' 
by being continually beat, from the ſhallowneſs of 
the river, againſt its ſtony bottom. It had not long: 
flowed in artificial windings, repreſenting the lovers 
knots, and watered a country, where nothing was 
heard but the chattering of apes, jack-daws, ànd 
magpyes, when of a ſudden it fell headlong down 
to the lake of Oblivion, in the kingdom of Bathos. 

I had juſt got to the brink of the river, when my 
head turned giddy, and my foot ſliped, which put 
me in ſuch a fright, leſt I ſhould have tumbled in, 
that Lawoke, pleaſed to. find it a. dream.. 
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ALLEGORY XXXIIL 


| THE 
DIFFERENT ME THODS OF PURSUING 
ee SD Oo M 


FROM THE ZENDAVESTA OF ZOROAST ER. 
g 1 


1 N early times, before myriads of nations cover= * 


ed the earth, the whole human race lived toge- 
ther in one valley. The ſimple inhabitants ſurround- 
ed on every ſide by lofty mountains, knew no other 
world but the little ſpot to which they were confin- 
ed. They fancied the heavens bent down to meet: 
the mountain-top, and formedan impenetrable wall 
to ſurround them. None had ever yet ventured to: 
climb the ſteepy cliffs in order to explore thoſe re- 
gions that lay beyond it ; tradition forbad the at- 
tempt ;. traditions made up the reaſonings of the 
ſimple, and ſerve to ſilence every inquiry. 
Ih this ſequeſtered vale, bleſſed with all the ſpon - 
taneous productions of nature, the honeyed bloſſom, 
the refreſhing breeze, the gliding brook, and gold- 


en fruitage, the imple inhabitants ſeemed happy in 
themſelves and each other; they deſired no greater 
pleaſures, for they knew of none greater ;- ambition,. 


pride, and enyy were vices unknown among them z- 


and from this peculiar ſimplicity of its poſſeſſors, the 


country was called The Valley of Ignorance,” 
HS At: 
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At length, however, an unhappy youth, more aſpir- 
ing than the reſt, undertook to climb the mountain's 
ſide, and examine the ſummits which were hither- 
to deemed inacceſ{ible. The inhabitants from below 
gazed with wonder at his intrepidity ; ſome applaud- 
ed his courage, others cenſured his folly ; ſtill how- 
ever he proceeded towards the place where the earth 
and heavens ſeemed to unite, and at length arrived 
at the wiſhed-for height with extreme labour and 
aſſiduity. . 

His firſt ſurprize was to find the ſkies, not as he 
expected, within his reach, but ſtill as far off as before; 
his amazement increaſed when he ſaw a wide extend- 
ed region lying on the oppoſite fide of the moun- 
tain, but it roſe to aſtoniſhment, when he beheld a 
country at a diſtance more beautiful and alluring 

than even that he had juſt left behind. 

As he continued to gaze with wonder, a genius, 
with a look of infinite modeſty, approaching, offer- 
ed to be his guide and inſtructor. The diſtant coun- 
try you ſo much admire, fays the angelic being, is 
called the Land of Certainty ; in that charming re- 
treat, ſentiment continues to- refine every ſenſual 
banquet, the inhabitants are bleſſed with every ſolid 
enjoyment, and ſtill more bleſſed in a perfect con- 
ciouſneſs of their own felicity : ignorance in that 
country is wholly unknown, all there is ſatisfaction 
without alloy, for every pleaſure firſt undergoes the ' 
examination of reaſon. As for me, I am called the 
Genius of Demonſtration, and am ſtationed here. 
in order to conduct every adventurer to that land of 
happineſs, through thoſe 2 regions you 
ſee overhung with fogs and darkneſs, and horrid 
foreſts, cataracts, caverns, and various ſhapes of 
danger; follow me. 

The intrepid traveller immediately put himſelf 
under the direction of the Genius, and both Jjourggy- 
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ing on together with a ſlow but agreeable: pace, de- 
ceived the tediouſneſs of the way by converſation, 
The beginning of the journey ſeemed to promiſe 
true ſatisfaction: but as they proceeded forward, 
the ſkies became more gloomy, and the way more 
intricate; they often inadvertently approached the 
brow of ſome frightful precipice, or the brink of a 
torrent, and were obliged to meaſure back their 
former way; the gloom increaſing as they proceed- 
ed, their pace became more ſlow ; they pauſed at 
every ſtep, and their diſtruſt and timidity increaſed, 
The Genius of Demonſtration, now, therefore-ad- 
viſed his pupil togrope upon hands and feet as a me- 
thod, though more ſlow, yet leſs liable to error. 

In this manner they attempted to purſue their 


journey for ſome time, when they were overtaken - 


by another Genius, who with a precipitate pace ſeem- 
ed travelling theſame way. He was inſtantly known 


by the other io be the Genius of Probability. He 
wore two wide extended wings at his back, which 


inceſſantly waved, without increaſing the rapidity of 
his motion; his countenance betrayed a confidence 
that the ignorant might miſtake for ſincerity, and 
'he had but one eye, which was fixed in the middle 
of his forehead. | | | 
Servant of Hormizda, approaching the mortal 


| pilgrim, if thou art travelling to the Land of Cer- 


-tainty, how is it poſſible to arrive there under the 
guidance of a Genius who proceeds forward flowly, 
and is ſo little acquainted with the way; follow me, 
we ſhall ſoon perform the journey to where every 
pleaſure awaits our arrival. 


The peremptory tone in which this Genius ſpoke, 


and the ſpeed with which he moved forward, in- 
duced the traveller to change his conductor, and 


leaving his modeſt companion behind, he proceeded 


forward with his more confident director, ſeeming 
not 


— 
- 
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not a little pleaſed at the increaſed velocity of his 


motion, TIP 

But ſoon he found reaſon to repent. Wherever 
a torrent eroſſed their way, his guide taught him 
to deſpiſe. the obftacle, by plunging him in ; when- 
ever a precipice preſented, he was directed to fling 
himſelf forward, Thus every moment miraculouſly 
eſcaping, his repeated eſcapes only ſerved to inereaſe 
his guide's temerity. He led him therefore forward 
amidſt infinite difficulties, till they arrived at the 
borders of an ocean that appeared unnavigable, from 
the black miſts which lay upon its ſurface. Its un- 
quiet waves were of the darkeſt hue, and gave a 
lively repreſentatives of the various nen the 
human-mind,, . {4 20 ot 

The Genius 1 Prodadility new confeft his te- 
merity, owned his being an improper guide to the 
Land of Certainty, a country where no mortal had 
ever been permitted to arrive ; but at the ſame time 
offered to ſupply the traveller with another conduc- 
tor, who ſhould carry him to the Land of Confidence, 
a region where the inhabitants lived with the utmoſt 
tranquillity, and taſted almoſt as much ſatisfaction as 
in the Land of Certainty. Not waiting for a reply, he 
ſtamped three times on the ground, and called forth 
the Dzmon of Error, a gloomy fiend of the ſer- 
vants of Arimanes. The yawning earth gave up 
the reluctant ſavage, who ſeemed unable to bear 
the light of the day. His ſtature was enormous, 
his colour black and hideous, his aſpect betrayed 
a thouſand varying paſſions, and be ſpread forth 
pinions that were fitted for the moſt rapid fight The 
traveller at firſt was ſhocked at the ſpectre; but 
finding him obedient to ſuperior power, he aſſumed 
his former tranquillity. 

I have called you to duty, cries the Genius to 


the d#mon, to bear on your back a fon of _ 
. 
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lity over the Ocean of Doubts into the Land of Con- 
- *fidence : I expect you'll perform your commiſſion 
with punctuality. As for you, continued the Ge- 
nius, addreſſing the traveller, when once I have 
bound this fillet around your eyes, let no voice 
of perſuaſion, nor threats the moſt terrifying, per- 
ſuade you to unbind it in order to look round; 
keep the fillet faſt, look not at the ocean below, 
and you may certainly expect to arrive at the Region 
of Pleaſure. 3 

Thus ſaying, and the traveller's eyes being covered, 
the dæmon muttering curſes, raiſed him on his back, 
and inſtantly up- borne by his ſtrong pinions, di- 
rected his flight among the clouds. Neither the 
loudeſt thunder nor the moſt angry tempeſt could 
perſuade the traveller to anbind his eyes. The 
Dæmon directed his flight downwards, and ſkimmed 
the furface of the ocean: a thouſand voices, ſome 
with loud invective, others in ſarcaſtic tones of con- 
tempt, vainly endeavoured to perſuade him to look 

round: but he ſtill continued to keep his eyes 
covered, and would in all probability have arrived 
at the happy land, had not flatterers effected what 
other means could not perform, For now he heard 
himſelf welcomed on every ſide on the promiſed 
land, and an univerſal ſhout of joy was ſent forth at 
his ſafe arrival; the wearied traveller, deſirous of ſee- 
ing the long wiſhed-for country, at length pulled 
the fillet from his eyes, and ventured to look round 
him: but he had unlooſed the band too ſoon ; he 
Was not yet above half way over. The Dæmon, 
who was {till hovering in the air, and had produced 
-thoſe ſounds only -to deceive, was now freed from 
his commiſſion ; wherefore throwing the aſtoniſhed 
traveller from his back, the unhappy youth fell 
headlong into the ſubjaeent Ocean of Doubts, from 


whence he never after was ſeen to riſe. 
| ; | ALLE- 
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ALLEGORY XXXIV. 


LUXURY and AVARICE. 


Intus & in jecore ægro 
Naſcuntur domini. | 


Pers. Sat. 5. v. 129. 
Our paſſions play the tyrant in our breaſt. 


OST of the trades, profeſſions, and ways 
of living among mankind take their original 
either from the love of pleaſure, or the fear of want. 
The former, when it becomes too violent, degene- 
rates into Luxury, and the latter into Avarice. 

When a government flouriſhes in conqueſts, and 
is ſecure from foreign attacks, it naturally falls into 
all the pleaſures of Luxury ; and as thele pleaſures 
are very expenſive, they put thoſe who are addicted 
to them, upon raiſing freſh ſupplies of money by 
all the methods of rapaciouſneſs and corruption; 
ſo that Avarice and Luxyry very often become one 
complicated. principle of action in thoſe whoſe 
hearts are wholly ſet upon eaſe, magnificence, and 
pleaſure. x | 

As I was kumouring myſelf in the ſpeculation of 
theſe two great principles of action, I could not 
forbear throwing my thoughts into a little kind of 
allegory or fable, with which I ſhall here preſent 
my reader, 


There 
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There were two very powerful tyrants engaped 
in a perpetual war againſt each other ; the name of 
the firſt was Luxury, and of the ſecond Avarice, 


The aim of each of them was no leſs than univer. 


fal monarchy over the hearts of mankind. Luxury 
had many generals under him, who did him great 
ſervice, as Pleaſure, Mirth, Pomp, and Faſhion, 
Avarice was likewiſe very ſtrong in his officers, be- 
ing faithfully ſerved by Hunger, Induſtry, Care, and 
Watehfulneſs. He had likewiſe a privy- counfellor 
who was always at his elbow, and whiſpering ſome- 
thing or other in his ear: the name of this privy- 
counſellor was Poverty. As Avarice conducted him- 
ſelf by the counſels of Poverty, his antagoniſt was 
intirely guided by the dictates and advice of Plenty, 


who was his firſt counſellor and miniſter of ſtate, 
and concerted all his meaſures for him, and never 


departed out of his ſight. While theſe two great 
rivals were thus contending for empire, their con- 
_ queſts were very various. Luxury got doſſeſfon of 
one heart, and Avarice of another. The father of 
a family would often range himſelf under the ban- 
ners of Avarice, and the fon under thoſe of Luxury, 
The wife and huſband would often declare them- 
ſelves of two different parties; nay, the ſame 
perſon would very often ſide with one in his youth, 


and revolt to the other in his old age. Indeed the 


wiſe men of the world ſtood neuter; but alas 
their numbers were not conſiderable. At length, 
when theſe two potentates had wearied themſelves 
with waging war upon one another, they agreed 
upon an interview, at which neither of their coun- 
ſellors were to be preſent. It is ſaid that Luxury 
began the parley, and after having repreſented the 
endleſs ſtate of war in which they were engaged, 
told his enemy, with a frankneſs of heart, which is 
natural to him, that he believed they two ſhould be 

* | very 
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rery good friends, were it not for the inſligations of 


Poverty, that pernicious counſellor, who made an 
ill uſe of his ear, and filled him with groundleſs 
apprehenſions and prejudices. To this Avarice re- 
plied, that he looked upon Plenty (the firſt miniſter 
of his antagoniſt) to be a much more deſtructive 
counſellor than Poverty, for that he was perpetually 
ſuggeſting pleaſures, baniſhing all the neceſſary cau- 
tions againſt want, and nds undermining 
thoſe principles on which the government of Avarice 
was founded, At laſt, in order to an accommodation, - 
they agreed upon this preliminary ; that each of 
them ſhould diſmiſs his privy-counſellor. When 
things were thus far adjuſted towards a peace, all 
other differences were ſoon accommodated, inſomuch 
that for the future they reſolved to live as good 
friends and confederates, and to are between them 
whatever conqueſts were made on either fide, For 
. this reaſon, we now find Luxury and Avarice tak- 
ing poſſeſſion. of the ſame heart, and dividing the 
ſame perfon between them. To which I ſhall only 
add, that ſince the diſcarding of the counſellors 
above mentioned; Avarice ſupplies Luxury in the 
room of Plenty, as Luxury prompts Avarice in the 
place of Poverty. | 
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N one of my late rambles, or rather ſpeculations, 
I looked into the great hall where the bank is 
kept, and was not a little pleaſed to ſee the direc- 
tors, ſecretaries, and clerks, with all the other mem- 
bers of that wealthy corporation, ranged in their ſe- 
veral ſtations according to the parts they act in 
that juſt and regular, œcomy. This revived in 
my memory the many diſcourſes which I had both 
read and heard concerning the decay of public cre- 
dit, with the methods of reſtoring it, and which, 
in my opinion, have always been defective, becauſe 
they have always been made with an eye to ſeperate 
intereſts and party principles. Wt | 
The thoughts of the day gave my mind employ- 
ment for the whole night, ſo that I fell inſenſibly 
into a kind of methodical dream, which diſpoſed all 
my contemplations into a viſion or allegory, or what 
Elſe the reader ſhall pleaſe to call it. 
Methought I returned to the great hall, where 
I had been the morning before, but, to my ſurprize, 
inſtead of the company I left there, I ſaw towards 
the upper end of the hall a beautiful virgin, ſeated 
on a throne of gold; her name (as they told me) 
was Public Credit. The walls, inſtead of being 
adorned with pictures and maps, were hung with 
many acts of parliament written in golden . 
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At the upper end of the hall was the Magna 
Charta, with the act of uniformity on the right- 
hand, and the act of toleration on the left. At the 
lower end of the hall was the act of ſettlement, 
which was placed full in the eye of the virgin that 
ſat upon the throne, Both the ſides of the hall were 
covered with ſuch acts of parliament which had 
been made for the eftabliſhment of public funds. 
The lady ſeemed to ſet an unſpeakable value upon 
theſe ſeveral pieces of furniture, inſomuch that the 
often reffeſhed her eye with them, and often ſmiled 
with a ſecret pleafure, as ſhe looked upon them; 
but, at the fame time, ſhewed a very particular 
uncafinefs, if ſhe faw any thing approaching that might 
hurt them. She appeared indeed infinitely timorous 
in all her behaviour : and, whether it was from the 
delicacy of her conſtitution, or that ſhe was trou- 
bled with vapours, as I was afterwards told by one 
who 1 found was none of her well-wiſhers, ſhe 
changed colour, and ſtarted at every thing ſhe heard. 
She was likewife((as I afterwards found) a greater Vale- 
tudinarian than any T had ever met with, even in her 
own fex, and ſubject to fach momentary conſumptions, 
that, in the twinkling of an eye, ſhe would fall away 
from the moſt florid complexion, and the moſt 
healthful fate of body, and wither into a ſkeleton. 
Her recoveries were often as ſudden as her decays, 
inſomueh that ſhe would revive in a moment out of 
a waſting diſtemper, into a habit of the higheſt 
health and vigour, wa 5 
I had very ſoon an opportunity of cou Gow 
quick turns aud changes in her conſtitution. There 
ſat at her feet a couple of ſecretaries, who received 
every hour letters from all parts of the world, which 
the one or the other of them was perpetually read- 
ing to her ; and, according to the news ſhe heard, 
to which ſhe was exceedingly attemive, ſhe changed 
M colour, 
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colour; and diſcovered many ſymptoms of health or 
ſiekneſs. sn 16010 12 8 2 b (+5429 | - \ 
Behind the throne was a prodigious heap of bags 
of money, which were piled upon one another ſo high, 
that they touched the cieling. The floor on her right 
hand, and on her left, was covered with vaſt ſums 
of gold that roſe up in pyramids on either fide of 
her: but this I did not fo much wonder at, when 
L heard, upon inquiry, that ſhe had the fame virtue 
in her touch, which the poets tell us a Lydian kiag 
was formerly poſſeſſed of; and that ſhe could con- 
vert whatever ſhe pleaſed into that precious metal. 
After u little dizzineſs, and confuſed hurry of 

thought, which a man. often meets with in a dream, 
methought- the hall was alarmed, the doors flew 
open, and there entered half a dozen of the moſt: 
hideous phantoms that I had ever ſeen; (even in a 
dream); before that time, They came in two by two, 
though matched in the moſt diſſociable manner, and 
mingled together in a kind of dance. It would be 
tedious to deſeribe their habits and petſons, for 
which reaſon I ſhall only inform my reader, that the 
firſt couple were Tyranny and Anarchy. the ſecond 
were Bigotry and Atheiſm, the third the Genius of a 


_ .. Commonwealth, and a young man of about twenty- 


two years of age, whoſe name I could not learn, He 

had a ſword in his right hand, which in the dance be 
often branded at the act of ſettlement; and a citizen 
who ſtood by me, whiſpered in my ear, that he 
aw a ſponge in his left-hand. The dance of ſo 
many jarriog natures put me in mind of the ſun, 
moon, and earth, in the Rehearſal, that danced to- 

er for no other end but to eclipſe one another. 

The reader will eaſily ſuppoſe, by what has been 
before ſaid, that the lady on the throne would have 
been almoſt frighted to diſtraction, had ſhe ſeen but 


any of theſe ſpectres; what then muſt have been 1 
. 5 ” a Con * 
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condition, when ſhe ſaw them all in a body? She 
fainted and died away at the ſight. 


— er ſpirits faint, 
Her blooming cheeks aſſume a pallid teint, 
And ſcarce her form remains. 


There was as great change in the hill of money 
bags, and the heaps of money, the former ſhrink- 
ing, and falling into ſo many empty bags, that I 
now found not above a tenth part of them had been 
filled with money. The reſt that took up the ſame 
{pace and made the ſame figure as the bags that were 
really filled with money, had been blown up with 
air, ang called into my memory the bags full of 
wind, which Homer tells us his hero received as a 
preſent from olus. The great heaps of gold on 
either ſide the «throne now appeared to be only 
heaps of paper, or little piles of notched ſticks, 
bound up to together in bundles, like Bath faggots. 

Whilſt I was lamenting- this ſudden deſolation 
that had been made before me, the whole ſcene 
vaniſhed: in the room of the frightful ſpectres, 
there now entered a ſecond dance of apparitions very 
agreeably matched together, and made: up of very 
amiable phantoms. The firſt pair was Liberty 
with Monarchy at her right-hand ; the ſecond was 
moderation leading in Religion; and the third, a 
perſon whom I had never ſeen, with the Genius of 
Great Britain. At the firſt entrance the lady reviv- 
ed, the bags ſwelled to their former bulk, the piles 
of faggots and. heaps of paper changed into pyra- 
mids of guineas: and for my own part, I was fo 
tranſported with joy, that I awaked, though I muſt 
confeſs, I would fain have fallen aſleep again to have 
cloſed my viſion, if I could have done it. 
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WIT and BEAU TY. 


"HUMBLY ADDRESSED'TO THE LADIES or 
-GnEA T ene 


T hats W of the world, which the poets 

have ſtiled the golden age, when every meadow, 
wore a perpetual verdure, and honey dropped from 
| oak; when the language of each ſwain was 
5 voniſtancy and love, and the eyes of his ſhepherdeſs 
fpoke nothing but compliance; when, like the trees 
under which they ſat, the bloſſoms of 'berievolence 
budded in all their looks, and at the fame time the 
fruits of it ripened. in all their actions; the gods 
themſelves would often condeſcend to viſit the earth, 
and ſhare with mankind that happineſs which they 


gave them. Apollo then would have thought it no 


puniſhment to tend the herds of Admetus, nor 
would Vulcan, though baniſhed from heaven, have 
regretted any thing but his lameneſs. One evening, 
as the former of the deities was wandering through 
Cyprus, he met by chance with the goddeſs of the 
Flace; when the ſeaſon and the country inſpiring 
dim with love, he eloquently urged bis amorous ſuit. 
She, being under no engagements to the latter, 


* * beard him not unde ighted ; and, as ſhe was utterly | 


unacquaint- 


unacquainted with the artful coyneſs and reluQaat 
delays of the moderns, 


To a myrtle bower 8 
He led her nothing loth. _ MitTox, 


The fruits of this interview were two girls; the 
eldeſt of whom inheriting the vivacityy ſprightlineſs, 
and ſenſe of Apollo, was called Wit. When the 
youngeſt grew up, the reſemblance ſhe bore to Venus 
was ſo ſtriking, that it was difficult to diſtinguiſh 

them; and her bloom was fo freſh, her complexion 
ſo clear, and all her features ſo completely regular, 
chat in a full aſſembly of the gods it was unanimouſly 
agreed to call her Beauty. After what has been ſaid, 
it may be needleſs to add, that Wit was the father's 
favourite, and Beauty the mother's. Wit by her 
ready jokes and innocent pleaſantry would frequent- 
ly extort a ſmile from Jupiter himſelf ; not but that 
he would ſometimes careleſsly play with her father's 
arrows, to the no {mall hazard of wounding. her- 
ſelf and thoſe that were near her. This, joined to a 
miſchievous diſpoſition, made her narrowly watched 
by her parents, and Venus was often obliged to con- 
fige her to her own dreſſing- room, which however, 


* 


was no great puniſhment to her, as ſhe there enjoy- 


ed the company of Beauty, theſe ſiſters being no 
leſs twins by inclination than by birth: for it was 


= 


obſerved that Beauty was always moſt agreeable, and 


ſhone to greateſt advantage, when Mt was by; and 
Wit herſelf found her pleaſantry much more reliſh- 
ed, when it it was uttered in the preſence of Beauty. 
The latter (as we hiated before) was always in 


waiting at ber mother's toilet, as none of her 


attendants: were fo ſkilled in the faſhions, or knew 
ſo well what head dreſs ſuited her beſy, or where 
a patch would be molt becoming. Wit, on the 
' Contrary, was ſo intirely ignorant of all theſe eſſen- 

| M 3 ttals, 
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"tials, as ſometimes to appear in a gown of her great- 
_ grandmother Cybele's-; was in ſhort a very ſlut, 
and had ſo little regard to the female minutiæ or 
. delicacies of dreſs, that Venus uſed often to tell her, 
Nature had miſtaken her ſex. RY. 
Thus Beauty and Wit led for many years a life of 
tranquillity and happineſs among the gods; not but 
"that ſometimes the charms of a mortal would in- 
duce them to viſit the earth. But at laſt Beauty 
grew ſe vain and conceited of her own charms, as 
- openly to jeer at the other goddeſſes, and once pro- 
* ceeded fo far as to call Diana a homely prude. Wit 
too was ſo flippant with her tongue, as to tranſgreſs 
the bounds Which Pallas (who had taken a ſort of 
fancy to the girl) had often preſcribed her; nor was 
the a {crupulons obſerver of truth, being prevailed 
on by a female friend called Slander, to inſinuate to 
Jupiter an unlikely ſtory of a blind Grecian (in re- 
" ality a gallant of her own) who, ſhe told him, was 
intimate with all the Muſes. Many other complaints 
of this kind being daily made, he at length baniſhed 
them both from Olympus. 1%. > 
© Being ſentenced to dwell for ever on the earth, 
long they wandered about, uncertain where they 
mould ſettle. At laſt, through ſome miſunderſtand- 
"Ing, the ſiſters parted, Wit lived for ſome time 
very happily in Greece, till the fruitfulneſs of the 
foil and mildneſs of the climate invited her over to 
Italy: there ſhe dwelt, ſtill pleaſed and pleaſing, 
| Ull the irruption of the Goths and the deſire of ſec- 
iog her ſiſter obliged her to remove. After travel - 
ling long in ſearch of Beauty, ſhe arrived at an 
"Iſland in the north, where, agreeably to her wiſhes, 
at length ſhe found her. She found her indeed, 
but in a ſituation by no means approved of, ſur- 
- © Tonnded by a crowd of admirers, and, being taken 
by a {ſplendid outſide, of all the addreſſes ſhe —_ | 
+; an Sages 8 mo 
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moſt to encourage thoſe of a glittering coxcomb, 
called Wealth. In ſpite of her ſiſter's remonſtrances, 
The married bim. But though they were as unhappy 
as Wit had forſeen they would be, yet, as they had 
a numerous progeny, ſhe conſented to undertake 
the care of the ſons, while Beauty had an eye to 
the education of the daughters. But ſhe, being 
deſirous of marrying them to ſome ſons that Wealth 
had by his former wife Vanity, attended only to 
their dreſs, their ſhape, and their ait, and withal 
grew ſo fond of them, that they would certainly 
have been ſpoiled, if ſhe had not prevailed on her 
ſiſter to undertake; their management too. She, 
leaving to Beauty their outward accompliſhments, 
applied herſelf to the improvement of their minds; 
to Beauty they owed their natural endowments, to 
Wit their acquired ones; to the former they were 
indebted for the ſymmentry of their features, to the 
latter. (aſſiſted by Pallas) for the delicacy of their 
taſtes. And even in their old 'age, when their 
mother had intirely abandoned them, Wit ſtill con- 
tinued to render them amiable by the help of her 
handmaid, Good-humour, who ſmoothed every 
wrinkle, diffuſed over their faces a youthful bloom, 
and made them beloved, even in the decline of life, 
ſweetneſs of temper and affability of manners, en- 
{livened with eaſy chearfulneſs and innocent mirth. 
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UCH and ſo great is the power of deceit, that 
while health is our own, ſpecious ſhews and 
1 ee ee 


For neither man nor angel can diſcern * 
Hypocriſy, the only evil that walks 
Inviſible, except to God alone. Mix rox. 


Ja order therefore to know the true ſiate of the 
human heart, we muſt wait till the cloſing of our 
re, for then only, in the hearts of many, ſinceriiy 
— 4 — . 7 
they were. fa en 
Death will ſoon diſcover tho deceit. 
Full of theſe reſlections I fell afleep, and was 
methought inſenſibly conveyed on to an eminence, 
whence I ſaw a city crowded with inhabitants who 
ſeemed in general afraid of a Spectre that conſtantly 
ſtalked among them armed with a dart, with which 


whoſoever was ſtruck immediately expired. Some 


- indeed I obſerved who ſeemed not to fly from him; 

but I perceived nevertheleſs, that 16/5 he paſ- 
- + fed, they ſhrunk and turned pale. His arm was 
conſtantly employed ; ſome, and thoſe the moſt, he 
met and killed, while he followed others and ſtruck 
Nack | them | 
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them unſeen or unapprehended. I longed eagerly 
to go among them, becauſe I ſaw that whenever 
Death (for it was he) lifted np his arm to ſtrike 
againſt any one, his breaſt appeared tranſparent, 
fo that one might behold what paſſed within; but 
though my ardent curioſaty excited me to join them, 
yet the ſtronger fear of the ſpectre reſtrained me. 
While I was thus agitated by fear and deſire, a 
youth approached me with an inſtrument in his hand, 
opened my breaſt, took thence my heart, and preſſ- 
ing it, the fomes peccati flowed out fo abundantly, 
that I was ſtruck with ſhame at the fight ; he then 
breathed freſh vigour into it, replaced it in me, 
cloſed the wound, and diſappeared. 

Every one will imagine I was not a little ſtartled 
at this operation, but I was not lefs pleafed with the 
wonderful effects of it that I felt in me; all fear of 
the late-dreaded ſpectre vaniſhed, and I aſcended 
the hill, and made one in the crond. As I was un- 
der no apprehenſion or concern for myſelf, I kept 
near him, in order to obſerve the hearts of thoſe he 
approached. 

We entered a houſe together, where I heard a 

confuſed noiſe in a room which we made up to; ir 

.. proceeded from a ſet of atheiſts aud blaſphemers, 
one of whom was particularly loud in praiſe of the 


poor arguments of Spinoſa ; as 


——Over him triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to ftrike, — 


I diſcovered his heart, wherein ſat Ignorance with 
her eyes ſhut, and Fear, who dreading of the up- 
lifted dart, forced him upon his knees, made bim 
beg his life, renounce his principles, and own his 
deity. Upon the ſpectre's withdrawing his arm, 
and ſtalking out of the room, I followed him re- 
| ”_ at this wretch's apoſtaly, when I was fur- 
M 5 prized 
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© prized with hearing the noiſe renewed afreſh ; and 
his voice dillioguithed i in blaſ phemics and yo above 
the reſt, | 
The next was a moſt piteous ſight: a young lady 
in the bloom of beauty lay cir the final firoke, 
I will not deſeribe the afflicting ſcene of mourners 
round her; it is not to be deſcribed; but ſhe her- 
ſelf moſt engaged (as ſhe moſt merited) my attention. 
I trembled, while Iſaw the uplifted hand of Death; 
but the view of her heart diſpelled that concern, 
5 Aud flled me with a generous pleaſure, I there be- 
held Faith, with a ſmile upon her countenance, as 
expreſſive—nay, nothing could be fo ex eſſive of 
expected happineſs; Virtue in the form of an angel, 
und Religion with erected hands and lifted eyes, 
were the viſible inmates of her heart. The dart 
deſcended; ſhe died (angelic creature l) and ſoared 
to the ſeats of immortal life and joy. 
Me then approached a youth whoſe heart, at the 
ſight of the impending dart, was in wonderful agi- 
tation; hope and fear, rage and trembling reigned 
In it alternately ; ; it ſometimes ſhrunk to nothing, 
- and immediately after ſwelled to a more than ordi- 
nary ſize ; but when the dart, after ſome delay, 
ſtruck bid, it burſt amidſt the moſt dreadful exe- 
cCrat ions imaginable. 

I was in amaze at his fearful exit, and was ſome- 
thing pleaſed at hearing another whom we approach- 
ed, profeſs an intire reſignation to Providence; 
when the dart was raiſed I examined his breaſt, but 

could perceive no paſſage from his heart to his tongue; 
he ſtill” continued his proteſtations, when he was 
track with a lye in his mouth. 

Leaving him, Death followed ſeveral, but at laſt 

tui ned into the houſe of one of my friends: trem- 
bling I followed: but how delighted was I to find, 
that while 2 dart was pendent over him, Religion, 
L. Peace, 
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Peace, and Quiet reigned in his breaſt, His ton 
from the ſincerity of his heart, breathed u 4 


piety. When Death brought down his arm, he 
_ cloſed his eyes, and died in the utmoſt ſincerity of 


ſoul and body. 

I could relate many more occurrences, but 
through fear of being too long I forbear ; though I 
cannot but mention one'in a red coat, who was no- 


torious for perpetual boaſting how little he feared ' 


any thing, but upon the diſtant proſpect of the 
. ſunk, and died away. 

After many flaughters, the horrid image faced 
about, and turned upon me. I remember that I was 
under no manner. of ſurprize or concern, but upon 
his ſtriking me, fell, in hopes of ſoon finding my- 
ſelf in ſome Elyſium, but to my ſorrow found I was 
in bed, and that all had been a dream, 

This uſe however let me (and with me my readers) 
make of it, that it may be my care, to die the 
death of the righteous, and that my laſt * 
may be like his.” 
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| Ne Had che ſon of Jove mature, attained 
4 Fhe joyful prime + when youth, elate aud gay, 
Steps into life; and follows \ 
Where paſſion leads, or prudence points the way. 
In the pure mind, at thoſe ambiguous years, 
Or vice, rank weed, firſt ſtrikes her pois'nous root; 
Or haply virtue's op'ning bud appears 
By juſt degrees ; -fair bloom of faireſt fruit: 
For, if on youth's untainted thought impreſt, 
The 1 purpoſe {till ſhall warm the manly 


II, 


As on a day, reflecting on his age 
For higheſt deeds now ripe, Alcides ſought 
Retirement; nurſe of contemplation ſage ; 


Step hought : 
AAN Muſing 
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Muſing, with ſteady pace the youth purſued 
His walk ; and loſt in meditation, ſtray'd | 
Far in a lonely vale, with ſolitude. 
Converſing; while intent his mind ſurvey d 
The dubious path of life: before him lay 
Here victue's rough aſcent, there pleaſure's flow'vy 
Way. 2 ö a 
III. 
Much did the view divide his wavering mind: 
Now glow'd his breaſt with generous thirft of fame, 
Now love of eaſe to ſofter thoughts inclin'd 
His yielding ſoul, and quench'd the riſing flame. 
When lo! far off two female forms he ſpies ; 
Direct to him their ſteps they ſeem to bear: 
Both, large and tall, exceeding human ſize ; 
Both, far exceeding human beauty, fair. 5 
Graceful, yet each with different grace, they move, 
This, We ſacred awe; that, ſofter, winning 
love. 


IV. 


The firſt, in native dignity ſurpaſs d; 

Artleſs and unadorn'd ſhe pleaſed the more: 
Health, o'er her looks, a genuine luſtre caſt ; 

A veſt, more white than new-falln ſnow, ſhe wore. 
Auguſt ſhe trod, yet modeſt was her air; 

Serene her eye, yet darting heavenly fire. 
Still the drew near; _ ore ſtill err fair, 

More mild appeared: yet as might inſpi 
Pleaſure rected with an auful f. 3 4 
Majeſtica'ly (wect, and amiably ſevere. 


4 a V. 
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The other dame ſcem'd ev'a of fairer hue; 
But bold her mien; unguarded rov'd her eye: 
And her flaſh'd cheeks confeſs'd-at nearer view, 
The borrow'd bluſhes of an artful dye, 
All ſoft and delicate, with airy ſwim 
_ Lightly ſhe danced along; her robe betray d 
Thro' the clear texture every tender limb, 
| Height'aing the charms it only ſeem'd to ſhade : 
And as it flow'd adown, fo looſe and. thin, 
„Her Matte ſhew'd more tall; more ſnowy white 


N 
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of 10 a {mile ſhe view d herſelf aſkance ; 
Ev'n on her ſhade a conſcious look lhe threw ; 
Then all around her caſt a careleſs'glanc e 
* o mark what gazing eyes her beauty drew. 
As they came near, before that other mai 
Approaching decent, eagerly ſhe preſs'd 
With haſty ſtep ; nor of repulſe afraid, 
With freedom bland the wond'ring youth addreſs'd. 
With winning fondneſs on his neck ſhe hung; 
Sweet: as the honey dew flow'd her enchanting 
tongue. 


- 


* 


WW © oy VII. 


« Dear ende whence this nokind delay? 
E Dear youth, what doubts can thus diſtract thy 
+ mind? 
„ « Securely follow, where I lead the way ; 
4 And range thro' wilds of pleaſure unconkin'd, 
Wich me retire from noiſe, and pain, and care, 


„ Embath'd in bliſs, and * in endleſs eaſe: 
« Rough 


YOUNG LADIES. 235 


Rough is the road to fame, thro blood and war ; 
Smooth is my way, and all my paths are peace. 
With me retire from toils and perils free; 


„Leave honour to the wretch | pleaſures were 
4 made for thee, he 


VIII. 


© Then will I grant thee all thy ſoul's deſire ; 

All that may charm thine ear and pleaſe thy ſight, 

All that thy thought can frame, or wiſh require, 

To ſteep thy raviſh'd ſenſes in delight. . 

„The ſumptuous feaſt, enhanc'd with muſic's. 
“ ſound, 

Fitteſt to tune the melting ſoul to love 

« Rich odours, breathing choiceſt ſweets around; 

The fragrant bow'r, cool fountain, ſhady grove : 


4 Freſh flowers, to ſtrew thy couch, and crown 
“% thy head; 

* Joy ſhall attend thy ſteps, and caſe ſhall ſmooth 
« thy bed. | | 


IX. 


« Theſe will I, freely, conſtantly ſupply; 
« Pleaſures not earn'd with toil nor mix'd with woe: 
« Far from thy reſt repining want ſhall fly ; 
«© Nor labour bathe in ſweat thy careful brow, 
© Mature the copious harveſt ſhall be thine ; 
„Let the laborious hind ſubdue the ſoil: | 
„Leave the raſh ſoldier ſpoils of war to win 
« Won by the ſoldier thou ſhalt ſhare the ſpoil : 
6 Theſe ſofter cares my bleſt allies employ, 
« New: pleaſures to invent; to wiſh,” and to 
« enjoy. | 
| X. 
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5 Her winning voice the youth attentive caught; ; 
He gaz'd impatient on the ſmiling maid, ' 
Sa gaz d, and liſten d: then her name beſought : 
*« My name, fair youth, is Happineſs, ſhe ſaid. 
Well can my friends this envy'd truth maintain: 
They ſhare my bliſs; they beſt can ſpeak my praiſe: 
Tho Slander call me Sloth—detraQion vain 
* Heed not what Slander, vain detractor, ſays; 
* Slander ſtill prompt true merit to defame ; 
& To. blot the brighteſt worth, and blaſt * 
. faireſt name.” 


Xl. | 


By this, arriv'd the fair majeſtic maid : 
(She all the while, with the ſame modeſt , 
'- - Compos'd advanc'd) “ Know, Hercules,” ſhe ſaid 
With manly tone, © thy birth of heav'aly race; 
« Thy tender age that lov'd inſtruction's voice, 
« Promiſed thee generous, patient, brave, and wile ; 
When manhood ſhould confirm thy glorious 
* choice: 
% Now expectation waits to ſee thee riſe : 
« Riſe, youth ! exalt thyfelf, and me: approve 
„Thy high deſcent from heav'n ; and dare be 
__ _ * worthy Jore.. 


* 


XII. 
But what truth prompts, my tongue ſhall not 


«6 diſguiſe; 
«© The ſteep aſcent muſt be with toil ſubdu'd : 
Watching en cares muſt win the lofty prize 
* 4 Fopes d by heav'n; true bliſs, and real good. 

« Honour 


* 
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« 'Hononr rewards the brave and bold alone; 
« She ſpurus the timorous, indolent, and baſe : 
* Danger and toil ſtand ſtern before her throne ; 
« And guard, (ſo Jove commands) the ſacred place. 
* Who ſeeks her muſt the mighty coſt ſuſtain, 
% And pay the price of fame; labour, and care, 
% and pain, | 


XIII. 


« Would'ſt thou engage the gods peculiar care? 
O Hercules, th' immortal powers adore ! 

% With a pure heart, with ſacrifice and pray'r 
% Attend their altars ; and their aid implore. 

« Or would'ſt thou gain thy country's loud ap- 

| « plauſe, 
% Lov'd as her father, as her god ador'd ? 

« Be thou the bold aſſer tor of her cauſe ; 
„Her voice in council; in the fight, her ſword. 
In peace, in war, parſue thy country's good: 

& For her, bare thy bold breaſt; and pour thy 

„ generous blood. 


XIV. 
« Wouldſt thou, to quell the proud and Tiſt the 


« In arts N —. matchleſs ſtrength excell? 
« Firſt conquer thou th To eaſe, to reſt, 
© To each ſoft thought of pleaſure bid farwell. 
« The night alternate, due to ſweet repoſe, 
ce In watches; waſte in painful march, the day: 
& Congeal'd, amidſt the rigorous winter's ſnows ; 
« Scorch'd, by the ſummer's thirſt-inflaming ray; 
S227 a 6 They . 


wn 
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«Phy harden'dimbs ſhall boaſt ſuperiour might: 

. +. «© Yigour ſhall brace thine arm, reſiſtleſs in the 
NS | 


| XV. 


% Hear'ſt thou what monſters then thou muſt 
„ engage? | | 
« What dangers, gentle youth, ſhe bids thee prove?” 
( Abrupt ſays Sloth) „ill fit thy tender age, 
% Tumult and wars; fit age, for joy and love. 
Turn, gentle youth, to me, to love and joy! 
To theſe I lead: no monſters here ſhall ſtay 
„ 'Thine eaſy courſe; no cares thy peace annoy : 
. Lead to bliſs a nearer, ſmoother way. | 
„ Short is my way; fair, eaſy, ſmooth, and plain: 
Turn, gentle youth! With me eternal Pleaſures 
„ Wk = . vr”, 


. 
1 


XVI. . 
* What pleaſures, vain miſtaken wretch, are 
« thine! ' 

(Virtue with ſcorn replied :) © who ſleep'ſt in caſe 
Inſenſate; whoſe ſoft limbs the toil decline 
That ſeaſons bliſs, and makes enjoyment pleaſe. 
PDrainiag the copious bowl, ere thirſt require; 

« Feaſting, ere hunger to the feaſt invite: 

„ Whoſe taſteleſs joys anticipate deſire, 

« Whom luxury ſupplies with appetite : 

4 Yet nature loaths; and you employ in vain 
Variety and art to conquer her diſdain. 
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« The ſparkling near, cool'd with ſummer 
„ ſnows; 

The dainty board with choiſeſt viands ſpread, _ 

To thee are taſteleſs all! ſincere repoſe _ 

Flics from thy flow'ry couch and downy bed : 

& For thou art only tir'd with indolence : _ 

Nor. is thy ſleep with toil and labour bought, 


The imperfect ſleep that: lulls thy languid ſenſe 


ce 


160 


In dull oblivious interval of thought: 

% That kindly ſteals th' inactive hours away 

“ From the long, ling ring ſpace, that lengthens 
* out the day. 


XVIII. 


© From bounteous nature's unexhauſted ſtores 

Flows the pure fountain of ſincere delights : 

« Averſe to her, you waſte the joyleſs hours; 

Sleep drowns thy days, and riot rules thy nights. 

Immortal tho' thou art, indignant Jove 

Hurl'd thee from heaven, the immortals bliſsful 
lace ; | 

« For 155 baniſh'd from the realms above, 

To dwell on earth, with man's degenerate. race : 

« Fitter abode ! On earth alike diſgrac'd ; 

«© Rejected by the wiſe, and by the fool embrac'd. 


XIX. 
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.« All or divine or human, I inſpire. 


XIX. 


« Fond wretch, that vainly weeneſt all delight 


* To gratify the ſenſe reſerv'd for thee ! 


Vet the moſt pleaſing object to the ſight, 
% Thine own fair action, never didſt thou ſee. 

« Tho'lulFd with ſofteſt ſounds thou lieſt along; 
« Soft muſic, warbling voices, melting lays ; 

«© Ne'er 1 thou hear, more ſweet than ſweeteſt 

| 4 fo | 
Charming the ſoul, thou ne'er didſt hear thy praiſe, 

% Noto thy revels let the foot repair: 
% To ſuch, go ſmooth thy ſpeech, and ſpread 

* thy tempting ſnare. LE? 


- | | 


XX. | 
| 5 
% Vaſt happineſs enjoy thy gay allies ! | 


« A youth, of follies; and old age, of cares: 
«© Young, yet enervate; old, yet never wife ; 


« 'Vice waltes their vigour, and their mind impairs, 


Vain, idle, delicate, in thoughtleſs caſe, 
Reſerving woes for age, their prime they ſpend ; 


«© All wretched, hopeleſs, in the evil days 
« With ſorrow to the verge of life they tend. 
« -Griev'd, with the preſent, of the paſt, aſham'd : 
% They live, aud are defpis'd: they die, nor 
| - more are nam'd, 15 a 
e  : --- 
« But with the gods, and god · like men, I dwel! : 


Me, his ſupreme delight, th' almighty Sire 


Regards well-pleas'd : whatever works excell, 


66 Council 
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** Council with ſtrength, and induſtry with art, 
* In union meet conjoin'd, with me reſide : 
* My dictates arm, inſtru&, and mend the heart; 
_* The ſureſt policy, the wiſeſt guide. 
* With _ _ friendſhip dwells ; ſhe deigns to 
4 hin "AS 
* Thoſe generous ſouls alone, whom I before have 
« join'd, ae” tae 


XXII. 


Nor need my friends the various coſtly feaſt; 

« Hunger to them th' effects of art ſupplies; 
Labour prepares their weary limbs to reſt; 

« Sweet is their ſleep: light, chearful, ſtrong, they 


ce riſe. | 
© Thro' health, thro' joy, thro' pleaſure and re- 
% nown, : 


"cc They tread my paths; and by a ſoft deſcent, 
& At length to age all gently ſinking down, 

* Look back with tranſport on a life well-ſpent : | 
“ In which, no hour flew unimprov'd way; 
* In which, fome generous deed diſtinguiſh'd 


« every day. 
XXIII. . 


And when, thedeſtin'd term at length complete, 
„Their aſhes reſl in peace; eternal fame 
*« Sounds wide their praiſe: triumphant over fate, 
* In ſacred ſong, forever lives their name. 
This, Hercules, is happineſs ! obey 
« My voice, and live. Let thy celeſtial birth 
« Lift, and enlarge, thy thoughts. Behold the 
«ay e 
« Thnt leads to fame; aid raiſes thee from earth 
— 1 Immortal 
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4 Immortal! Lo, I guide thy ſteps. Ariſe, 
« Purſue the glorious path; aud claim thy native 
p 44 ties.” 


XXIV. 


New vigour to his ſoul, that ſudden caught 

The generous flame: with great intent his heart 
Swells full; and labours with exalted thought: 

The miſt of error from his eyes diſpell'd, 

Through all her fraudful arts in cleareſt light 

Sloth in her native form he now beheld ; 
Unveil'd, ſhe ſtood contels'd before his ſight : 

' Falſe Syren — All her vaunted charms that ſhone 

So freſh erewhile, and fair: now ae pale, 
and . 


| 
| * Her words FOR. fire celeſtial, and impart 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


XXV. | \ 


No more, the roſy bloom in ſweet diſguiſe 
Marks her diſſembled looks: each borrow'd grace 
Leaves her wan cheek ; pale ſickneſs clouds her 
eyes | 
Livid and ſunk, and raſſions dim her face. 
As when fair Iris has a while diſplay'd 
Her watry arch, with gaudy painture pay ; 
While yet we gaze, the glorious colours fade, 
And from our wonder gently ſteal away : | 
Where ſhone the beauteous phantom erſt ſo bright, 
Now lowers the low-hung cloud; all gloomy to 
; the light. | 
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But virtue more engaging, all the while 
Diſclos'd new charms ; more lovely, more ſerene, 
Beaming ſweet influence, A milder ſmile 
Soften'd the terrors of her lofty mien. | 
Lead, goddels, I am thine” (tranſported cry'd 
Alcides :) “, O propitious pow'r, thy war 
Teach me! poſſeſs my foul; be thou my guide: 
* From thee, O never, never let me-ſtray !" 
While ardent thus the youth his vows addreſs'd ; 
With all the goddeſs fill'd, already glow'd his 
rr, | 
* XXVII. 


The heav'nly maid, with ſtrength divine endu d 
His daring ſoul; there all her powers combin'd : 
Firm conſtancy, undaunted fortitude, 

Enduring patience, arm'd his mighty mind, 

- Unmov'd in toils, in dangers undiſmay'd 

By many a hardy deed and. bold emprize, 

From fierceſt monſters, through her pow'rful aid, 

He freed the earth : through her he gain'd the ſkies, 

'Twas Virtue plac'd him in the bleſt abode ; 
. Crown'd with eternal youth; among the gods, a 
God. X 
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